
 

Cascade County Mental Health Local Advisory Council 

(CCMHLAC) 

                     Monday, July 11, 2016 3:00-5:00 pm 
                       Largent Center McFadden Room 
                                    915 1st Avenue South 
 
                                               MINUTES 
  

Attendees:   Shawn Matsko,  Greg Tilton, Ginny Carnes, Capt. John Schaffer, 
CCSO, Kristal Potts, Faith Jordon, Dusti Zimmer, Lacy Spencer,  Tom Osborn, James 
Gustafson, Dawn Goulet, Bill Garberg, Richard Ferry, Jodi McClean-Neimeyer, Jane 
Wilson.     

The meeting was called to order at 3:11 PM by Jane Wilson.  

Continuing Business  

 Introductions were conducted.  

Jane called for a review of the minutes. James Gustafson moved to accept the 
minutes and Ginny Carnes seconded. The minutes were approved. 

Treasurers report. There is $2250.56. 

Dusti Zimmer reported that the Youth Crisis Home opened on July 11.  She also 
reported that the Center has filled Jennifer Whitfield’s position.  Julie Prigmore, 
formally the AMDD Bureau Chief, will start next month.  

Ginny requested a letter of support from the LAC for Hers and James’ grant 
application for Mental Health First Aid Instructor training.  Bill Garberg moved 
that the co-chairs send a letter of support for the grant. Greg Tilton seconded and 
the motion passed.  

James Gustafson spoke on the CSAA activities.  The Summit was cancelled and will 
be rescheduled.  The CSAA is distributing funds to each LAC in the amount of 
$1,300. There is great concern that LACs are not using their funds and have not 
spent funds from previous distributions.  Over the next year, the CSAA will be 



 

looking at other options for distributing funds such as mini-grants or providing 
more funding to active LACs who are using their funds in their community. 

 

New Business 

Stand Down -Sept 29-30 

Jane has been communicating with Jason De Shaw at the request of Vets for Vets 
to see if he would be able to present at the Stand Down.  She was told there will 
be some costs involved.   Greg Tilton is working on local bands to play at the 
Stand Down also.  The goal is to make it a celebration. 

Jane suggested that the LAC spend some of their money to sponsor Jason De 
Shaw.  There was a discussion about spending   $800-$1000 to bring to him to 
Great Falls.  Greg moved to form a committee to meet within the week to decide 
on costs and get a commitment from the bands.  Capt. John Shaffer seconded.  
The motion passed.  Jane, Greg, Bill and Ginny will be on the committee.  Ginny 
will communicate with Jason De Shaw on costs. Greg will contact the bands he 
has been communicating with. 

Ginny Carnes moved to have a LAC/ Suicide Prevention Team table at the stand 
down. Bill Garberg seconded, and the motion passed.    

   

Community Reports  

Capt. John Shaffer came to thank everybody for their support in the face of recent 
national attacks on Law Enforcement.   The CCSO really appreciates the support of 
the community.  He also suggested that the community can follow the CCSO on 
Facebook. 

 Richard Ferry reported on the Vet Center.  They have a new lead starting next 
week.  Helena Vets Center is opening August 1. 

 James Gustafson reported that Opening Doors meets the first and third 
Wednesday of each month at the Wellness Recovery Center.  They work to help 
ex-offenders reintegrate into the community by helping them find housing, 
necessary resources, etc.  



 

Ginny Carnes talked about NAMI starting up again in Great Falls. They have had 2 
meetings at a member’s house and are looking for a public place to meet. The 
next meeting is August 23rd at 6:30.   

Greg Tilton reported on suicide prevention & introduced Tiffany Sweeny who will 
assist with research. At the last meeting the group reviewed the “Pillars” or areas 
the group has decided to focus on. The goal was to solidify Pillar representation 
and the role each representative will play in leading the activities of each Pillar.  
They had a presentation from Ben Wight from the American Red Cross.  They can 
do phone consultations similar to the Veterans Crisis Line. 

Faith Jordon from Juvenile probation & Youth Court reported that they are very 
happy to have the Youth Crisis Home opening today in Great Falls. 

Bill Garberg spoke on Vets-4-Vets:  Rodger McConnell is in the ICU at the hospital 
and is very ill.  They have been involved with the suicide task force.  They have 
also sponsored a room at the Grace Home for homeless veterans. Grace Home 
will tentatively open on August 18.  They are doing a fund raising event with Lithia 
and are trying to raise money to buy the things that the VA won’t let them use VA 
funds to pay for.   

Dawn Goulet from AWARE reported that they are starting to focus on support and 
education for families and link families together.  

Lacy Spencer of the United Way reported that they are focusing on Behavioral 
Health and Parenting based on identified community need. The goal is crisis 
prevention. They are working to build trust and collaboration among agencies to 
serve people who are not in crisis but who have behavioral health needs. They are 
also working with employers to be more aware of their employees behavioral 
health needs.  

Tom talked about the activities at NCILs and the services they provide.  

  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:16 PM 

            Next meeting will be August 1, 2016 3:00-5:00 
           Largent Center MacFadden Room-915 1st Avenue South 
                                         
 


