
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

November 10, 2014 – MINUTES 
_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Erica Skinger, Honora Ganey, Commissioner Pierre 
Martineau, Chair Susan Wordal, Jan Bjork, Shelly Johnson, Ryan Hickey, JoAnne Naro, Dr. 
Donna Kelsch, Tom Peluso, Sgt. Jim Anderson, Deborah McAtee, Renee McLendon 
Members absent: Betsy Garrigues, Vickie Groeneweg, Melvin Howe, Matt Kelley, Lori 
Marchak, Anna Saverud, and Jacob Wagner 
Advocacy Members present: Andrea Lower and Ellie Martin,  
Guests: Rick Gale, K.C. McLaughlin, Janelle Johnson, Linda Voss, Kiri Brennecke 
Staff: Glenda Howze 

-------------- 
Welcome and Introductions  
 
Public Comment:  Sgt. Jim Anderson reported that the County put in for a grant for a 
statewide CIT Coordinator for Montana.  The grant was approved and they are hoping to 
have things underway by January.  The hope is to also begin inclusion of youth CIT.  Mr. 
Gale reported that the Warming Center showers are now up and running.  They have also 
had 17-18 guests the last couple of nights at the Warming Center.  Ms. Skinger stated 
that she has been reading “Getting Help” by Jeffrey Wood and it is regarding opposing 
online counseling. 
 
Discussion of Legislative Meeting (the good, the bad and the so/so):  Mr. Peluso 
inquired as to how many legislators and/or candidates were in attendance.  Ms. Howze 
reported that she believed there to be 13 in attendance.  Complete packets were also 
mailed out to all successful candidates that weren’t in attendance following the election.  
Ms. McLaughlin stated that Ms. McLendon’s story was very powerful and humanizing. Dr. 
Kelsch stated that the phone calls at the last minute seemed to be very helpful in getting 
folks to attend but she didn’t feel that the youth aspect was addressed as had been the 
original plan.  Ms. Naro stated that she did have a written story that she could have 
presented that was regarding a child, but there wasn’t an opportunity to present it in the 
end.  She also noted that she made follow up calls after the event to those that she had 
called previously to thank them for attending.  Chair Wordal suggested that the next time 
the calls could be divided up amongst more people to make it less burdensome.  Dr. Kelsch 
stated that the calls could be distributed at the LAC meeting prior to the event next time.   
Mr. Peluso stated that ongoing follow-up is also important. For example it may be wise to 
place the legislators on a mailing list, contact them regularly (phone calls, letters, emails, 
personal visits), and establish a report with them in order for them to adequately 
represent our needs at the legislature. Chair Wordal stated that the committee 
assignments will be made by the first of the year.  Currently they are drafting bills.  Mr. 
Peluso also noted that there will be a chart of bills to follow.  Ms. Skinger asked if there 
would be two or three people able to check on bills and hearings.  Chair Wordal stated that 



there will be key committees to follow.  Mr. Peluso stated that there will also be a caucus 
of stakeholders that will meet weekly.  Chair Wordal stated there will be lots of 
opportunity for involvement.  Dr. Kelsch asked if Mr. Peluso could let everyone know when 
something is pending.  Mr. Peluso said that influence is important and we do have influence.  
Access to all legislators is important.  Everyone should make them aware that the LAC is 
part of the County and the LAC can also ask the County to “fly the flag” for our cause as 
well.  Dr. Kelsch noted that there is a lack of laws on children’s services.  Chair Wordal 
stated that there are 70 titles in the MCA.  Children and juvenile topics were included at 
one time but most have been repealed.  Ms. Martin stated that the ARM has the rules and 
is the place that changes need to be made as well.  Mr. Peluso stated that he and Alicia 
Smith went to training on NAMI Smarts and are now able to train people to write a two 
minute presentation or “elevator” presentation.  The program is usually 1.5 hours.  Mr. 
Peluso offered to have the presentation at the next LAC meeting.  For future legislator 
meetings it was also noted that we need to allow time for everyone to introduce 
themselves, especially the legislators and candidates. 
 
Where do we go from here? Planning for 2015: Continued. 
 
The next meeting is December 9th: 
 


