
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

July 14, 2014 – MINUTES 

_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Nora Ganey, Dr. Donna Kelsch, Tom Peluso, Erica 

Skinger, Chair Susan Wordal, Ryan Hickey, Sgt. Jim Anderson, Jan Bjork, Vickie 

Groeneweg, Lori Marchak, Commissioner Pierre Martineau, and Anna Saverud 

Members absent: Melvin Howe, Sally Miller, JoAnne Naro, Jacob Wagner, Renee 

McLendon, Betsy Garrigues, Shelly Johnson, and Matt Kelley 

Advocacy Members present: Kenny Bell (AMDD), Shirley Kaufman, Autumn Kirby, Scott 

Malloy, and Chelsey Voegele 

Guests: Katie Madison, Jen Tainter, Deborah McAtee, K.C. McLaughlin, Mecklen Davis, 

Scott Salzer 

Staff: Glenda Howze 

-------------- 

Welcome and Introductions  

 

Public Comment – There was no public comment on matters not on the agenda. 

                                                                                                                                                          

Approval of Minutes –  Mr. Peluso made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  

Ms. Bjork seconded the motion.  All voted aye. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Happy Montana Project Status Update and Feedback – Chair Wordal provided some 

background on this project and reiterated the previous motion for funding support.  The 

LAC’s support was conditional upon a grant application being submitted to the Gilhousen 

Foundation.  The most recent deadline for applications has passed (June 21) and the next 

deadline is September 30.  Many concerns have been expressed about the number and 

veracity of emails that Ms. Kevwitch has been sending as well as the “guerilla tactic” 

fundraising campaign involved.  These have felt too personal.  Ms. Kevwitch did notify Chair 

Wordal that her peer counselor has advised that she pull back on the Kickstarter 

fundraising.  Chair Wordal posed several questions to the group.  1) How does the LAC feel 

about continuing to support the project?  Ms. Skinger stated that the Gallatin LAC 

Resource Guide needs to be updated.  She stated that she believes Ms. Kevwitch is doing a 

needed service.  Chair Wordal stated that she agrees and that Ms. Kevwitch has our guide 

and the ability to update it when included in her guide.  Dr. Kelsch stated that Ms. 

Kevwitch needs to be charging people for ad space.  She offered support for the project 

but noted that Ms. Kevwitch needs to get it done.  Mr. Peluso stated that the Happiness 

Montana Guide is not meant to replace our Resource guide – they are two different things.  

In addition, the fundraising aspect is not something that the Gallatin LAC anticipated and 

has no control over.  Ms. Kevwitch needs to have a fiduciary agent and the LAC needs to 

steer clear of any fundraising matters without a fiduciary in place.  Ms. Ganey stated that 

she agrees with Mr. Peluso.  This is a difficult situation and she noted that she admires 

the tough, firm and fair way that the Chair has handled the situation.  Ms. Marchak 



concurred with Tom and noted that she does not support being affiliated with fundraising 

unless we request to be involved.  She also noted concern about the quality of the 

publication given the amount of errors she has seen and concern about ensuring 

appropriate editing is done.  Ms. Marchak stated that her opinion is to delay funding until 

after the Gilhousen application has been completed.  Ms. McLaughlin stated that she is 

also concerned about the quality and recommended a screening committee for all of the 

film and written content.  She noted that there are interns at MSU that would be a good, 

free resource.  Ms. McAtee stated that she offered to edit for Ms. Kevwitch but she can’t 

speak to the accuracy of the information and she hasn’t been provided anything to edit.  

Dr. Kelsch and Chair Wordal both confirmed that they have not seen articles either.   

 

Ms. Kaufman stated that she has read the emails and is completely blown away by a 70 

page publication.  She encouraged someone to contact the Chronicle about printing the 

publication.  Publications are generally 60% advertising and 40% editorial.  The Chronicle 

makes money on publications through the advertising.  They may get on board with 

producing the publication if they get the advertising revenues.  If this is the route taken, 

perhaps the LAC could use its $750 to fund overruns for our own distribution.  Ms. 

Skinger stated that she is concerned about leaving it in the hands of the Chronicle.  Chair 

Wordal agreed that we lose a lot of editorial control if we turn it over to the Chronicle.  

Mr. Peluso stated that we are in an awkward position.  We have a situation that looked 

good in order to put some flesh on our own resource guide.  Ms. Kevwitch has done this 

before successfully.  She needs to have a mentor.  We don’t want to hurt her by pulling out 

but we also have to expect responsibility for the funds and completed project.  Mr. Peluso 

suggested that we offer to help find her a mentor to help her through to a final product 

without committing additional funds.  Dr. Kelsch suggested that she needs a Board of 

Directors to help her focus and get to a better product.  Ms. Marchak stated that a Board 

is a good idea, however some of her emails have indicated that she has tried and no one 

wants to sit on a board – perhaps we need to help her get to that point.  Dr. Kelsch made a 

motion to extend the deadline of a published guide provided that Ms. Kevwitch meets the 

bullet points listed in Chair Wordal’s distributed document (attached).  Sgt. Anderson 

seconded the motion.  In discussion Ms. Skinger stated that we need to acknowledge that 

the counselor said that she shouldn’t be doing fundraising and provide someone to assist 

her with deadlines.  Mr. Peluso reiterated the motion, noting that it allows Ms. Kevwitch to 

buy some time for completing the publication and provides a point source with whom she 

can communicate.  Mr. Bell stated that Ms. Kevwitch has a good thing going but does need 

to step back from it at this point.  It would be good for a mentor or Board to help her 

understand that we are concerned about her wellbeing.  Ms. Kaufman stated that she is 

willing to help on the financial end by contacting the Chronicle and getting the actual costs 

lined out including a plan as to what they are willing to do, for how much and the cost of 

overruns.  Mr. Peluso stated that it is important to separate the two tasks – publication of 

the guide and the LAC’s position on the issue of fundraising. Ongoing discussion took place 

regarding the details of the motion and intent.  Dr. Kelsch withdrew her motion.   

 



Mr. Peluso stated that Gilhousen Foundation has been a major benefactor.  He noted that 

doesn’t want to recommend this project to them.  It has the potential to blow up and it 

would be better to just give her the $750 and not require application to the Foundation.  

Ms. McAtee stated that if we were to help Ms. Kevwitch find a board, it would be the 

Board’s job to figure out the next steps and then come to the LAC with a new proposal.  

Mr. Malloy stated that he feels the LAC is overstepping its bounds by directing someone 

to get a board.  She is forming an LLC.  We are extending our rules with these 

requirements.  We have money to give – either we give it or we don’t, we need to keep it 

simple.  Chair Wordal stated that it is the LAC’s money and we have to be tight with our 

expectations.  It is our obligation to monitor the funds and how they are spent.  Ms. Ganey 

suggested an informal vote on imposing deadlines or not.  Sgt. Anderson agreed with Mr. 

Malloy and stated that we need to keep this simple.  He suggested that we deny the 

request and suggest that Ms. Kevwitch come back later when she has a more business-like 

plan that the LAC can consider.  She didn’t meet the deadlines and the format didn’t work 

for us. She can resubmit at a later date.  Sgt. Anderson made a motion to discontinue the 

present pursuit but agree to consider a proposal in the future if it includes a formal 

business plan.  Ms. Groeneweg seconded the motion.  In discussion Ms. Marchak stated 

that there is to be no fundraising (for the Gallatin LAC) without its permission, the motion 

was amended to include this caveat.  Mr. Peluso also requested that Ms. Kevwitch’s mailing 

list be restricted to only those who request to be included.  All voted aye.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Review and Discussion re: MHLAC Bylaws – Chair Wordal asked for changes to the 

Bylaws be forwarded to her within a week.  Further discussion postponed. 

 

Review and Updating of Priority Sheet – Postponed. 

 

Other – Mr. Malloy reported that the CSAA has granted the LAC an additional $1,100, 

which should be distributed soon. 

 

The next meeting is August 11th. 

 




