
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

November 18, 2013 – MINUTES 
_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Honora Ganey, Jan Bjork, Jo Anne Naro, Betsy 
Garrigues, Pierre Martineau, Matt Kelley, Sgt. Jim Anderson, Sally Miller, Lori Marchak, 
Jacob Wagner, Jerry Johnson, and Chair Susan Wordal 
Members absent: Vicki Groeneweg, Shelly Johnson and Tom Peluso 
Advocacy Members present: Kenny Bell, Rick Gale, Shirley Kaufman, Jill Lohman 
Guests: Sarah Spray, Erica Skinger, and Dr. Donna Kelsch 
Staff: Glenda Howze 
 
Welcome and Introductions and Program Updates –  Mr. Bell, AMDD, distributed 
copies of the new LAC Toolkit.  The kit will help new LAC’s get started.  AMDD 
welcomes questions and comments.  Mr. Bell also noted that the AMDD division is 
trying to get 1200 slots on MHSP.  They are also looking for people to talk to 
Legislature about Medicare expansion.  It is important to get the word out to local 
legislators about the importance of this – being able to serve more people and 
reduce crisis situations.  Mr. Bell also noted that the Toolkit is available on DPHHS 
website, AMDD.   
 
 Jill Lohman, Drop In Center, provided a program update for Center.  They have put 
out a Request for Proposals for the Drop In Center for help in managing their two 
separate programs - mental health recovery and homeless outreach.  They are also 
working on support for tobacco cessation and are looking to go to a smoke-free 
campus.   
 
Lori Marchak was recently recognized in the newspaper for her certification in a 
specialized couple’s therapy.  It is also a more powerful way to treat anxiety and 
depression.     
 
Rick Gale, Bozeman School District, noted that Thursday is the American Smoke 
Out.  DPHHS has also launched a program regarding pregnancy and post partum to 
offer rewards to those abstaining from smoking.  He also noted that the Warming 
Center is up and running.  Volunteers can attend training on Mondays at 6PM at 
HRDC.  Volunteers help keep the costs down. 
 
Erica Skinger, visitor, noted that she found the LAC via the website.  She is 
interested in learning more about legislative priorities and Wrap Around services.   



 
Dr. Donna Kelsch – Offers support groups the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 
Library for families with children with mental health issues. 
 
Public Comment – There was no public comment on matters not on the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes of October 21, 2013 – Sgt. Anderson made a motion to 
approve the minutes as presented.   Ms. Naro seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Brainstorming Session Follow-Up Discussion – Chair Wordal explained process 
thus far.  Everyone was to submit their priorities in ranked order.  Ms. Miller 
explained that the group agreed on five basic topics.  She supplied a list of the 
areas and suggested that subcommittees be formed to address each category.    A 
question was asked about the (adult) Hope House and how it came to be.  Glenda 
explained that it stemmed from the LAC and their prioritizing of a crisis facility.  
The original Hope House was developed on Tracy Avenue and later the Commission 
supported this priority with a 1 million dollar donation to the facility and the 
Hospital donated the land for the campus.  Chair Wordal asked for a show of hands 
on priority.  The categories were prioritized initially as follows: 
 
Legislation/Advocacy (5 votes) 
Funding (4 votes) 
Outreach (3 votes) 
Site (2 votes) 
Program (1 vote) 
 
Ms. Miller stated that all of them are essentially priorities and need to be address.  
Chair Wordal asked for those who voted to serve on a committee devoted to that 
priority.  A signup sheet was routed.   
 
SITE:  A discussion took place regarding adult detox.  This is a revolving door 
issue.  Ms. Lohman explained that the Mental Health Center can’t bill for addiction 
or detox services.  This needs to be addressed through an administrative rule 
change.  Ms. Skinger noted a former job that she had where staff and participants 
attended AA meetings. 
 
 



FUNDING:  – Mr. Kelley asked if this includes Medicaid expansion.  Mr. Wagner 
noted that he has been advocating for a friend to get him on disability.  He has had 
more than 5 DUI’s.  Every paragraph from each non-partisan group has said that if 
he substance free, then he functions better and doesn’t require mental health 
services at that point.  Chair Wordal stated that this is a big issue – co-occurring 
doesn’t always get the attention that it needs.  Mr. Kelley stated that there is a lot  
of cross pollination between “funding” and “legislation/advocacy.”  
 
PROGRAM:  This is a big one with lots of tentacles.  Anyone on this committee 
should expect discussions that are far ranging.  Determining how to move forward 
will be up to the group.   
 
OUTREACH:  No comments.  
 
LEGISLATION AND ADVOCACY: Discussion took place regarding the age group 
that is being discussed.  It was agreed that the age range would be set at 13-17.  
These are often the kids that are aging out of the system and tend to get lost.  
Some of the issues that need to be addressed:  Sighting issues, Medicaid, funding, 
co-occurring, detox.. These need to be prioritized and a determination made about 
what we are doing and how we are doing it.  Chair Wordal stated that the 
Legislature is a process.  Sometimes the Legislators need to hear the message 
multiple times before they understand it.  She provided an example of the Victim 
Services fee that took multiple legislative sessions before approval.  Mr. Gale 
stated that we need to have the school boards on board with this. We need them 
to be a part of the process and be informed and educated.   
 
Chair Wordal stated that she would take the category list and make the suggested 
changes and distribute.  Mr. Bell stated that he believes it is great what the LAC is 
working towards.  He offered assistance to everyone as the committees develop if 
there are questions or needs.  Chair Wordal suggested that between now and the 
next meeting each group email each other in the committees and do some 
brainstorming, get together and figure out who is doing what.   
 
Faces Update: Ms. Marchak stated that we are up to 50 “likes” on Facebook.  The 
system has been changed and now stories can be submitted anonymously.  At this 
time we are still at only 5 stories.  The project is also welcoming stories from 
neighboring counties and areas.  Ms. Marchak has a meeting with Kia Abbey, former 
MSU Student President who has a story being published tomorrow in the Chamber 



newsletter.  Ms. Marchak requested permission to send a letter requesting funding 
to pay an intern from MSU and to help with marketing materials.  The plan is to 
approach Turner Foundation, Gillhousen Foundation and the Gates Foundation.  Ms. 
Marchak asked that everyone “like” the Gallatin County Sharing Stories Facebook 
page and share it with others.  Ms. Miller made a motion to support Ms. Marchak’s 
efforts to secure funding for the Faces Project.  Ms. Bjork seconded the motion.  
All voted aye.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 


