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MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

May 13, 2013 – MINUTES 

_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Susan Wordal, Commissioner Skinner, Sally Miller, Jim Anderson, Matt 

Kelley, Tom Peluso, Vickie Groeneweg, JoAnne Naro 

Members absent: Jan Bjork, Betsy Garrigues, Jacob Wagner, Jason Donin, Shelly Johnson, Honora Ganey, Lori 

Marchak, Jerry Johnson 

Advocacy Members present: Jill Brodin, Pierre Martineau, Chad Berg, Scott Malloy, Rick Gale, Shirley 

Kaufman 

Guests: Shawna Lockhart 

Staff: Glenda Howze 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions. 

2. Public Comment on Matters Not on the Agenda: Mr. Gale reported that as a member of Vietnam Vets of 

America he knows that Vietnam Vets have the highest rate of suicide right now.  We need to make sure 

that vets have the resources they need.  There are 67 men in this are that below to the VVofA.     

3. Approval of Minutes of April 8, 2013: Due to lack of quorum, the minutes were not approved at this 

meeting. 

4. Presentation/Update re: Public Education/Outreach Priority Regarding the Library Initiative: Ms. 

Naro asked that this be added to the priority sheet and explained the work that she’s done on this 

project. She contacted all of the physicians in the area as well as the Western Psychiatric Association and 

asked them to provide input on books that they would recommend regarding mental health.  She compiled a 

list and sent it to all of the libraries in Gallatin County.  She also sent thank you notes to all those that 

participated.  Mr. Peluso asked if NAMI has a suggested reading list.  Ms. Naro stated that she searched 

but didn’t find such a list.  Chair Wordal suggested that we could also go back to the professionals and give 

them suggestions as well based on input from others.  It is important that the libraries have these books 

available.  This item will be added to the priority chart. 

5. Approval of CSAA Grant Report for FY 13:  Ms. Howze provided a draft report.  Mr. Peluso suggested 

that it also included that the LAC provided a booklet of facts and County priorities to each legislator.  Due 

to the lack of quorum the report will be sent to the CSAA as a draft until full approval can be made.   

6. Faces Project Update and Approval of Expenditure of Funds: Mr. Peluso stated that the Faces Project 

has largely been done by the work of Lori Marchak.  He distributed a written update and read it to the 

group. Ms. Kaufman noted that she has 40 years of marketing and advertising experience and has talked to 

Lori about various possibilities.  Spots are given to major advertisers. There isn’t funding for these slots 

but we may be able to solicit the major advertisers to get some of the spots for free. Ms. Kaufman 

suggested that we open an account and take donations for the non-profit.  People will step-up but they 

need to be contacted.  Ms. Kaufman has contact for the GM at ABC and will start there.  She welcomed 

anyone with other contacts to let her know.  Ms. Miller suggested taking the packet that was made for the 

legislators and give it to those that Shirley is contacting.  Mr. Peluso stated that he can order more or 

reproduce them.  He also noted that when we speak of stigma – there is a feeling or connotation of how 

mental illness is perceived.  The consumer is reluctant to admit mental illness because of it.  In Our Own 

Voice addresses this.  It is discrimination and an unintended consequence of discrimination.  We need to 

break the societal reactions to “I need help.” The public people such as actors and actresses saying “I have 



2 

 

 

this problem…” – bringing awareness should be applauded for doing so.  Mr. Peluso stated that in addition to 

the Facebook page, we need to have the door open and make sure that the Faces Project is accessible to 

everyone and mentioned on the website, radio programs, in the Resource Guide, etc.  The offer to 

participate financially should also be extended to private folks.  Ms. Kaufman stated that we need to work 

with MSU students to produce TV and radio spots. Mr. Malloy suggested that Jodi Hausen at the Chronicle 

is a good contact there and Commissioner Skinner suggested Greg Metzger at KBZK.   

Discussion took place regarding the pamphlet.  Ms. Naro had some logistical comments and it was also 

requested that the Help Center number be added and “committee” changed to “Council.”  Ms. Miller 

suggested that the group authorize the committee to fine tune the document.  They also requested that 

any photos used that don’t already have releases, be sure to get them.   

Mr. Malloy noted that bringchangeto mind.org is a good organization to be in touch with (Lori has already 

done so) and also that Karl Rosten may have advertising money that could be sued for this.  We may also be 

able to apply to United Way for funds for next year.  This needs to be done by January.  Ms. Naro also 

suggested releases for the stories as well. 

7. Approval of Updated Priority Sheet: The priority sheet was postponed for a quorum. 

8. Other. NAMI MT has upcoming trainings and the deadline is May 17th.  NAMI Basics – they need to train 

one or two facilitators.  Renee will be offering this class once a week.  Ms. Naro reported that for 

Teachers and Parents as Allies we need family to family teachers and group facilitators.    Ms. Lockhart 

stated that they are restarting NAMI Family to Family.  It will be offered at 6:30 the first Thursday of 

every month beginning June 6th at the Christ the King Church.  This will be an open, drop-in style support 

group.  They are hoping to have Peer to Peer at the same time but that is not set up yet.   

9. Next Meeting Agenda:  Presentation by Chief Criminal Deputy County Attorney Eric Kitzmiller 

 

 

 




