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MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

November 19, 2012 – MINUTES 
_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Susan Wordal, Jason Donin, Lori Marchak, JoAnne Naro, Betsy Garrigues, 
and Sgt. Jim Anderson 
Members absent: (excused) Jan Bjork, Shelly Johnson, Tom Peluso, Jerry Johnson; (unexcused) Jacob 
Wagner, Vickie Groeneweg, Matt Kelley, Commissioner Murdock 
Advocacy Members present: Jill Brodin, Scott Malloy, Pierre Martineau, Andrea Lower, Alicia Smith 
Guests: Shirley Kaufman, Kristi Rydeen, Honora Ganey, Vicki DeBoer, Theresa  
Staff: Glenda Howze 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions.  

2. Public Comment on Matters Not on the Agenda: There was no public comment. 

3. Approval of Minutes of October 15, 2012: Minutes were not approved due to lack of quorum 

4. Finalization of Legislative Packet Data Sheet Information and Approval of Process and Associated 
Expenditures:  Chair Wordal thanked Ms. Marchak for her work in pulling the packet information together.  
Ms. Smith suggested (at the request of Tom Peluso) that #1 on the Legislative Priorities should read “Fund 
Children’s Services” and #3 “Limit re-traumatization.” Mr. Donin suggested that those things related to 
legislative action be moved to the top and the others towards the end, and suggested moving #6 
“Substance Disorder Treatment” and #7 “Housing” up towards the top.  Chair Wordal stated that in 
addition to presenting priorities, these documents will also be useful for the legislators to use when 
reviewing all mental health legislation.  We need to look at these things in terms of how they can be of use 
to the legislators.  She discouraged re-ordering but suggested adding “in no particular order” to the top of 
the document.  Mr. Malloy stated that Ms. Marchak did a great job and reiterated the need to clean up the 
headings.  He also noted for the record that numbers one and two are not supported by the providers.  
There is some contention with those topics.  Ms. DeBoer noted that the stated has been working on the 
co-occurring piece and stated that mental health can get licensed to do substance abuse counseling.  Mr. 
Malloy stated that in Montana a community mental health center can’t be reimbursed, there are no 
integrated codes.  Chair Wordal stated that we need to identify gaps, narrow the gaps, and allow people to 
get services in one place.  “One-stop-shop” is the best way to assist people. We need to knock down the 
barriers to providing the best service we can.   

Fact Sheet: Mr. Donin stated that there are a lot of numbers on the fact sheet and it might be less 
confusing to just include what is most important.  Chair Wordal stated that the numbers are vitally 
important, even though they can be overwhelming at times.  Continued discussion on semantics of the 
document. 

5. Discussion and Approval of Revised Bylaws:   Chair Wordal provided an overview of the bylaws and 
history of some of the issues (absenteeism and quorum).  The group agreed to strike the word 
“consecutive” in Article 3, Section 3 regarding absenteeism.  Sgt. Anderson stated that he believes 
proxies should be allowed with an advisory committee or business can’t get done.  He suggested that we 
press for an explanation with the County Attorney’s office on this.  Mr. Donin pointed out that Article 5, 
Section 2 states LAC where it should say MHLAC like the rest of the document. 

6. Other: Ms. Smith brought up a recent “reporting form” that was sent to the LACs from the State and/or 
MHOAC.  She explained that she took Gallatin County’s “excellent” reporting form to the Quarterly SAA 
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Summit and suggests that the other LAC’s, SAA’s and MHOAC use the same form.  She was surprised to 
see the new version that was distributed that has MHOAC at the top and gives MHOAC priority to the 
LAC’s and requires that the LAC’s support the priorities of MHOAC.  She also explained that a second 
issue is that a year ago AMDD started re-doing the LAC handbook.  They said that they wouldn’t share a 
copy of the document.  Currently the “reporting” goes from the LAC to the SAA to MHOAC.  However, 
this is not the way it is supposed to be.  We need to follow statute or change it.  Ms. Smith stated that 
she is arguing for consistent reporting.  Ms. Rydeen stated that she is new and her background is clinical.  
She has seen five different versions of the reports and simply wants to streamline them into one form to 
get all of the same information from each LAC.  She also noted that she is new to the MHOAC component 
and is not sure how the report came to be as it is.  The Handbook is a draft that was started in 2009.  
There has been consumer representation in implementing the new handbook.  They are not distributing the 
draft to the masses but do want key players to have input in appropriate modifications.  Ms. Smith, Ms. 
Rydeen and Marlene will have a meeting about this and the LAC can have a discussion about it at the next 
meeting.   

7. Next Meeting Agenda:  Meeting with Legislators on 2013 priorities.  State Reporting Form. Bylaws. 
Expense approved for Legislative packet. 

 


