
Minutes of LAC 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

December 1, 2015  
 

Members Present:       Members Absent: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Patrick Johnson, chair, called the meeting to order at 12:03PM. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 A quorum was present. 
 
LAC Membership 
No introductions were made. 
 
MINUTES 
Jon Jackson made a motion to approve the October 15, 2015 and November 10, 2015 minutes as 
written. Mike Noble seconded the motion.  The motion carried 13-0. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Melanie Reynolds announced that the Community Health Report developed by Public Health and in 
conjunction with St. Peter’s Hospital is completed and can be found on the Lewis and Clark Public Health 
web page.  She requested time at the next meeting to discuss the report. 
 
Gary Mihelish announced the Beautiful Minds Dinner sponsored by NAMI will be held on Sunday 
December 6 at 2:30 p.m. at the Red Lion Colonial.  RSVP deadline is December 3. 
 
Patrick Johnson announced the LAC meetings will now be held at Intermountain 3240 Dredge Drive.  
Commissioner Hunthausen requested a thank you letter be written on behalf of the LAC Board to St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church. 
 
Mr. Johnson discussed the format of the LAC meetings regarding the board by-laws, mission, and 
coordination with other community members regrading mental health.  He would like to see the 
continuation of agency updates and mental health education for the community.  Ms. Reynolds 
recommended that at each meeting having one agency bring up a key issue for board discussion. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN PROCESS UPDATE  
John Wilkinson gave a brief description of the Montana Health Care Foundation grant award and the 
GAINS Strategic Intercept Model (SIM) Grant to members of the board and agencies who were not 
familiar with grants.  Mr. Johnson announced that he is still accepting letters of support for the SIM 
grant.  The proposal for the SIM grant will be submitted on December 4.  The Board will know if they 
received the grant by January 4, 2016.    Mr. Wilkinson presented the Stepping Up Initiative Guide to the 
Board for review.  
 
JAIL WORKING GROUP UPDATE 
Commissioner Hunthausen stated that with the Safety Initiative Bond not passing, the jail working group 
is continuing to focus on pre-trail services and a temporary facility to hold inmates that can’t be housed 
at the current detention facility.  The Board discussed their concerns with assessing individuals with 
mental illness at the time of detainment.  Commissioner Hunthausen stated that the county is looking 
for grant funding sources that would allow the county to collect data on an individual’s mental health, 
past convictions etc. when they are detained.  A concern is how to pay for the data base beyond grant 
funding and how to share and collect that data with other agencies. 
 
REPORTS/DISCUSSION 
No agency reports were given. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:59 p.m. 
 
 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, January 5, 2016 


