
Minutes of the  
Lewis & Clark County Mental Health Local Advisory Council (LAC) 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

April 1, 2014 
 
 

Members Present:        Members Absent: 
Brian Garrity    David Torgerson    Judy Rolfe 
Jodi Daly    Lou Thompson    Luke Berger 
Commissioner Hunthausen  Gary Mihelish     Melanie Reynolds 
John Wilkinson    Ruthie Hill    Tracy Moseman 
Molly Protheroe   Katie Smith    Patrick Johnson 
Corey Livesay    Mayor Jim Smith   Kate McIvor 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Brian Garrity called the meeting to order at 12:06 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Brian Garrity asked for a roll call of members present. A quorum was present.  
Brian introduced David Torgerson, our new consumer member. He has been very involved with Our 
Place and Brian and Patrick Johnson recommended him. David reported that he worked as a liaison 
between the Center for Mental Health and Our Place. He thanked Molly Protheroe for prodding him to 
join the LAC.  
 
MINUTES 
Kate McIvor made a motion to accept the minutes for the March 2014 meeting as written. Gary Mihelish 
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Lisa Popovich, a Citizen Advocate, working with coordination of care with the VA. The VA requested that 
Lisa ask the LAC if they would be interested in having a VA representative at the monthly LAC meetings 
and if there was anything in particular that the Board would be interested in the VA speaking about. 
Brian responded that he would welcome anyone from the VA at the meetings. He suggested that the VA 
give a presentation to the Board on what they are doing and how they think they might fit in with the 
LAC. Lisa asked for suggestions for presentations and Brian told her that he would e-mail her some ideas 
and a description of what the LAC is doing. Jodi Daly felt that it was important for the VA to know how 
the LAC is working to collaborate crisis services within the community. She suggested it would be good 
for the Board to know how the VA crisis center was running and whom it is serving. Trent Lear has left 
the CMH and is now the VA Suicide Coordinator at Fort Harrison. Jodi reports that CMH does meet with 
all of the Community Mental Health Center Directors and AMDD, including VA staff, every 3 months. 
Kenny Bell from AMDD said he feels it is important to have VA involvement in the LAC. John Wilkinson 
reports that he and Lisa have spoken about developing a Veterans Court for this area. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Gary Mihelish reported that the NAMI Helena Family Support Group meets tonight at the RMDC at 7:00. 
He stated that about 300 people attended the Jason DeShaw concert at Carroll College last month. It 
was received positively, especially by a number of teenagers who were there who had recently been 



diagnosed with bipolar disorder. Jason has been selected to receive the NAMI Lionel Aldredge Award 
and he will perform at the NAMI national convention in Washington, D.C. on September 4, 2014. 
Helena’s Hope and Advocacy Group of teenagers will be giving a workshop at the convention. 
Gary reports that later this month, Clint Malarchuk, the goalie coach for the Calgary Flames, who lives 
with depression and OCD and has survived a suicide attempt, will be driving through Helena and would 
like to give a presentation on stigma. There likely will not be much notice, but it would be a great 
presentation for the community. 
 
Brian reports that the CSAA is holding their annual Congress this Saturday at the First Presbyterian 
church. The Congress will be from 10-12, with the Board meeting following lunch. Brian gave handouts 
to the Board. 
 
Brian reports that Tracey Moseman will be resigning her position at the Helena School District effective 
April 11, 2014 because the Healthy Kids/Safe Schools Initiative grant has run out. She will be going to 
work at OPI. She will be resigning her position on the LAC Board and Brian will be in contact with the 
School District Deputy Superintendent for his recommendation for Tracey’s replacement. The 
recommendation will go before the Commissioners for a formal appointment. 
 
Michelle Cuddy, with CMH, introduced Jadin Van Steenvort, the new Jail Diversion therapist. Michelle 
reports that CMH continues to have open access every Thursday from 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon. This is for 
any individual who would like mental health evaluations. They average 8-10 people every Thursday 
morning. Jadin reports that he started part time 2 weeks ago and went full time yesterday. He will be 
addressing mental health issues at the jail. He does the clinical intake, helps complete applications, helps 
with mental health intake, looking for services, etc. He feels that this is a much-needed service in the 
jail. Jadin has met with 10 inmates who have not been signed up with CMH in the past. Jason can start 
the process of CMH intake for such individuals while they are still incarcerated. He is working with 
Western Montana Mental Health in the Bozeman office and is trying to work with Butte, which has a 
similar program resulting in reduced recidivism. 
 
Corey Livesay reports that Shodair is performing a needs assessment right now on public safety and they 
reached out to the Sheriff’s Department and Police Department to get some feedback regarding what 
they feel the needs of the community are. Shodair is seeking funding for more specialized training as it 
relates to child/adolescent crisis and intervention. This was identified several years ago with CIT training, 
etc. Corey suggested that they get on board with what is already going on with the CIT training and 
collaborate with the State and CIT Association. Corey reports that they also recommended more beds 
because it serves the entire state and there are a lot of times when kids in crisis cannot get placed 
because beds are full. Corey also reported that youth who end up in the criminal justice system also 
have mental health issues. Youth that commit felonies in Helena are transported to a secure facility in 
Great Falls. Shodair provides mental health services at that facility. Shodair would like to be able to 
provide services to Helena children in Helena. This will be a long-term goal for them. Ruthie Hill reports 
that there was discussion at the last NAMI meeting suggesting that probation and parole officers also go 
through CIT.  
 
Ruthie also announced that she is going to become an ordained chaplain for emergency disaster, grief 
relief, and mental illness. The Board congratulated her for this accomplishment. 
 
Heather O’Hara, V.P. of Nursing at St. Peter’s BHU, reports that Shelly was not able to come today but 
she sent the information. She reports that for the first quarter of this year the BHU had 1,478 patient 
days and 7 emergency detentions. Construction for the BHU remodel starts May 1, 2014. 
 



Ruthie reports that the BHU is very well received but the ER is still a place no one in our community 
wants to go. She is wondering if there is feedback that the ER would like to have to fix this problem. 
Brian reports that he has also had similar feedback from a parent and he contacted Shelley and she was 
going to pull the ER records for that day and get in touch with the family. Heather would like to have 
more specific information so that she can address the problems. Gary reports that at the NAMI 
educational meeting a young lady with co-occurring substance abuse and mental illness reports that her 
worst experiences have been in the St. Peter’s ER, not with all doctors, but with a select few. She stated 
that she would prefer not to go back there. Molly also reports that they get stories like that at the Drop 
In Center. Heather would like more information. A long discussion was held regarding different ways 
that the experience at the ER was bad, including long wait times before being seen by a provider. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 1, 2014 
 


