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Minutes of LAC 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

October 1, 2013 
 

Members Present:  Members Absent (includes excused absences): 
Brian Garrity Luke Berger Commissioner Hunthausen 
Kate McIvor Katie Smith Jeffrey Krott 
Gary Mihelish Corey Livesay Benjamin Kuser 
Patrick Johnson Tracy Moseman Heather O’Hara 
John Wilkinson  Molly Protheroe 
Ruthie Hill  Melanie Reynolds 
Quentin Johnson  Judy Rolfe 
Dick Thweat  Lou Thompson 
Jodi Daly   
          
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Brian Garrity called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.  
 
ROLL-CALL OF MEMBERS 
Brian Garrity called roll call of members present. A quorum was present. 
 
MINUTES 
Kate McIvor motioned approval of September 3, 2013 minutes. Luke Berger seconded the 
motion. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
April Gregg announced a benefit for “Our Place” to be held at the Gateway Center on October 2, 
2013 from 6 to 9 pm. She discussed items that would be auctioned and that Jason DeShaw, a 
country singer who has an inspirational story to share, will be performing. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUCEMENTS 
 
Tracey Moseman gave a detailed presentation regarding services available in the Helena Public 
school system for all ages.  
 
She distributed handouts that illustrate the three tiers of services that are available. This is funded 
by the Safe Schools/Healthy Students grant. She discussed the current challenge of getting 
families to sign up to have their student screened. There is a significant drop in participation 
from 2010. She also mentioned that local positive screens (30%) are statistically higher than the 
national average (25%). Why has screening fallen off? Parents indicate that they feel their child 
is fine or was screened previously and was fine at that time so no need to rescreen. There seems 
to be an even split of who signs up for screening (issues versus no issues, not perceived as being 
at risk). “Acting in” students are being picked up and identified as being ‘at risk’. She also 
discussed the tier 2 and 3 services available.  
 
The “OK to Talk” campaign is a national movement. Thinkbeyondthebehavior.org is a local 
movement with Helena-based resources on the website. Ruthie Hill mentioned that pediatricians 
are including mental health screens now in their exams and that this could contribute to the 
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decline in screenings. 
 
A handout of the protocol “Suicidal Student/Imminent Danger to Self” was handed out. 
Educational opportunities were discussed. 
 
Deb Matteucci gave an overview of the MHSP (Mental Health Services Plan). She announced 
that contracts are out and described the current billing and the hope to expend funds. She 
discussed the crisis response team issues of billing/claims and processing. She also discussed the 
72 hour program. 
 
A request to back up and describe the basics of the MHSP was made. MHSP is a program that 
provides mental health benefits to clients who are above the Medicaid poverty levels and at or 
below 150% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. This program is funded out of the state general 
fund with no federal dollars. The amount funded is set by the legislature each session and is paid, 
currently to 8 providers, via contract for payment, not fee for service. Each provider is allotted a 
set amount of funds and then submits billing claims to access those funds. Coded claims are 
submitted to the state and are paid by volume. The 72 hour Program is for crisis care for 
individuals who have no insurance, MHSP, or Medicaid and it is also state funded. Deb then 
discussed the issues with Medicaid, VA benefits and MHSP versus 72 hour provisions, and 
billing eligibility criteria. 
 
MHSP and 72 hour are funded through appropriations by the legislature based on the money 
spent in the base years. It is important that the money is utilized and spent for services to 
hopefully prevent reduced appropriations. There were concerns regarding money left over and 
the difficulty gauging that. 
 
On September 19, AMDD submitted a grant application for a pilot program to provide services 
for rural vets. AMDD should know by November/December whether they will be awarded a 
grant. Deb also discussed a grant, Vets’ Telehealth, for $300,000 over three years that will go to 
mental health centers and will benefit rural communities. 
 
HB130 fully funded all grant requests for crisis intervention and jail diversion. Nine applications 
representing twenty-one counties were funded. 
 
Service Area Authority (SAA) contracts are out for FY14. The training events calendar is also 
out. Thirty law enforcement officers received advanced CIT (Crisis Intervention Training) de-
escalation training and received $30,000 to attend an international conference. 
 
The Health Insurance Marketplace is now live. Deb described a recommendation to create a plan 
comparison tool for mental health clients.  
 
Peer Support RFP – three contracts have been awarded. 
 
RFPs for drop-in centers and supported employment grants will be released soon. (“Our Place” 
was mentioned). 
 
Mental Health Block Grant – discussed issues/services, etc., including kids transitions. 
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It was also commented that the issue of training for handling patients in crisis should be extended 
to emergency room physicians. Deb stated that they are welcome to attend the training but the 40 
hour class is probably difficult for a doctor to schedule. 
 
A question was asked regarding whether additional funding gains more staff. It was stated that 
mental health centers make a business decision regarding how their staff can deliver services and 
that usually additional staff is not added with the increased funding as it is meant to provide 
services. The issue of the 2013 Legislature not passing Medicaid expansion was also discussed.  
 
John Wilkinson suggested that creating a subgroup to delve further into these issues would be 
helpful. It was also suggested asking Deb Matteucci to return for the next meeting to continue 
this conversation. 
 
Gary Mihelish: 
 
Gary announced that twenty-two grant applications were received by the Montana Mental Health 
Trust (MMHT)*. Nine will be awarded. 
 

*  A potential “learning opportunity”:   The Montana Mental Health Trust, or MMHT 
(http://www.mmht.org/), is the successor to the Montana Mental Health Settlement Trust, or 
MMHST. The MMHST was formed as a result of a lawsuit by a number of states, including 
Montana, against the Eli Lilly pharmaceuticals company for recommending the drug Effexor 
for non-FDA approved uses. At the end of the MMHST’s approximately 2-year life, the 
remaining funds in the trust were transferred to a new trust, the MMHT. The funds consisted 
of enough money to complete the funding of grants issued by the MMHST, with 
approximately $500,000 remaining for the new trust to grant. Gary Mihelish was an advisory 
board member for the MMHST and now chairs the MMHT board. 

 
The 2013 Montana State Conference on Mental Illness will be held in Missoula on October 23, 
24 and 25. Gary gave an overview of what topics/classes will be available. 
 
The NAMI Basics class starts tonight for a nine week series. The Family-to-Family class also 
starts tonight. 
 
Patrick Johnson asked about the Montana Healthcare Foundation’s* status. The Fund is now 
taking applications for members to its board of trustees. 
 

* Another potential “learning opportunity”, taken from the Foundation’s web site 
(http://www.montanahealthcarefoundation.org/):  The sale of Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Montana gave rise to the Foundation’s funds. On July 31, 2013, $40.2 million was 
transferred to the Foundation. The Foundation will receive additional funding upon the 
subsequent sale of Blue Cross Blue Shield Montana assets. When all of those assets are sold, 
the value of the Foundation’s assets could be in excess of $140 million. The Foundation will 
provide financial support to improve the quality, availability, and awareness of healthcare 
programs and services for Montanans. 

 
 
 

http://www.mmht.org/
http://www.montanahealthcarefoundation.org/
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Eric Bryson relayed an update from Commissioner Hunthausen regarding mental health 
funding/cooperation with the DPHHS and the Governor’s Office: 
 

1.  Commissioner Hunthausen presented a class at MACO on the effectiveness of LAC’s. 
He sent copies of draft bylaws and resolutions to all County Commissioners in advance 
of the MACO Conference. He is the MACO representative on the Mental Health 
Oversight Advisory Council (MHOAC). Communities came to the group to ask for 
assistance in making LACs functional and effective. Commissioner Hunthausen reports 
that approximately 50 County Commissioners attended the training and he encouraged 
the Commissioners to become active participants in local advisory councils. 

2. County match dollars. Commissioner Hunthausen is volunteering to act as liaison 
between local providers and the Governor’s Office to educate the new administration on 
historical use of local funds and to prepare them to plan for long term sustainability. 
MACO Health and Human Services Committee created a subcommittee and convened a 
meeting with the Governor’s Office and DPHHS (Richard Opper, Tim Burton, Dan Villa, 
Jim Malloy) regarding mental health funding (contracts, MHSP, Medicaid match/County 
funding) to get through this year. Commissioner Hunthausen talked about the Basic 
Medicaid Waiver program, which aims to get eligible participants out of MHSP and into 
Basic Medicaid. The administration intends to visit all mental health centers in the state 
to familiarize themselves with actual programs. They are going to Western Montana 
Mental Health Center (WMMHC) in Missoula this Friday as the first stop. They will talk 
about county dollars with WMMHC staff. The additional goal is to educate both sides on 
the funding picture. Commissioner Hunthausen presented the Governor’s Office with a 
list of questions to be addressed by the administration. He encouraged a long range view 
that addresses those most impacted by these funding decisions….the CONSUMERS. 

3. Commissioner Hunthausen attended a meeting of the Board of Directors for WMMHC 
last Tuesday. In order to give the administration a chance to come up with a short term 
funding plan, he requested WMMMHC reconsider its action of withholding its county 
match The WMMHC Board did not take action, but was interested in finding a short and 
long term solution as long as WMMHC would be at the table. 

4. Commissioner Hunthausen will present this update at the MHOAC meeting next week as 
well. 

5. It was evident that the Governor’s Office has not been involved in detail about the needs 
or limitations of funding for community mental health services; however, they are trying 
to learn. They are keenly interested in a positive working relationship, and service 
providers have a willing participant in the administration, so TAKE ADVANTAGE. The 
Governor’s Office is in agreement that MACO and/or the MACO Human Services 
Committee will play a lead role in working out a long range strategic plan. Director 
Opper, DPHHS senior staff, and the Governor’s Office have agreed to work with the 
MACO Committee. The next meeting to define next steps will be in November. 

 
Patrick Johnson and Brian Garrity suggested that the LAC Board consider expanding the 
monthly meetings from 1 hour to 1½ hours. This will be discussed in the future. Brian also 
suggested that a LAC subcommittee meet to discuss what questions we need to ask regarding 
funding flows/services/etc. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for November 5, 2013.  Meeting adjourned at 1:25 pm.  
 


