
Minutes of LAC 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

December 2, 2014 
 

Members Present:      Members Absent: 
Patrick Johnson- Chair       Ruthie Hill 
Gary Mihelish                    Lou Thompson       
Melanie Reynolds 
John Wilkinson          
Michael Noble          
Corey Livesay       Guests Present:  
Molly Protheroe         Kenny  Bell    
David Torgerson                                                                                       Shelly Edwards 
Brian Garrity       Jaden Van Steenvort    
Mayor Jim Smith                                                                                      Jennifer HIll 
Eric Bryson Carrie Lutkehus   
Mayor Jim Smith Michelle Cuddy 
  Ray Roberts 

     Issac Coy                   
     Jason Grimnis 

                                                                                                                    Laurel Bulson 
                                                                                      Lisa Ferkovich 
                                                                Curt Chisholm 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Patrick Johnson, chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 A quorum was present. 
 
MINUTES 
Gary Mihelish made a motion to approve the minutes from October 7, 2014 as written.  Mike Noble 
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Johnson distributed a list asking the members to provide their current contact information. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN/LAC PRIORITIES 
Mr. Johnson distributed a document to all “Priority One: Mental Health”.  He described the objective 
included in the Strategic Plan.  Ms. Reynolds described the process and the LCCHD involvement, that this 
is a community plan and that the Health Department facilitated the process.  Mr. Johnson requested 
that feedback from the membership as the LAC develops a vision/mission statement.  John Wilkinson 
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commented and gave the membership information of how Gallatin County proceeded.  It was 
mentioned that interested members should tour the jail in Gallatin County.  Mr. Johnson will send out 
information regarding this opportunity to go as a group. 
 
Reports/Discussion 
Lewis and Clark County:  Eric Bryson mentioned the importance of the November 2015 Detention 
Facility bond vote. 
 
Citizens Advisory Council – Mr.  Chisholm described monthly meetings of the council that has about 30 
members.  They have had judicial system briefing at the meetings regarding how the process works and 
what causes delay.  He also mentioned Gallatin County’s pre-trial services as a model.  The next meeting 
of this council will be Thursday, December 11 at 6 pm at the Chamber of Commerce.  All are welcome to 
attend.  There will be a presentation on specialty courts and future discussions regarding the benefit of 
early childhood education and the effects. 
 
Journey Home – Michelle Cuddy reported that about  week and half ago the ribbon cutting for was held 
for this facility.  It is not officially open yet but has a goal of opening in January.  They have hired a new 
executive director, Kim Codding.  Qualified new employees are needed, please contact Jodi Daly. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT PRESENTATION 
 
Corey Livesay gave the council a detailed overview of ‘how it works today’ for connecting those 
incarcerated with mental health services.  He listed the services that are available in the community and 
described the complications of linking those services to an adult in need with a mental health crisis and 
how that process cannot be ‘flow charted’ successfully.  He then went on to describe the issues involving 
a youth in a mental health crisis.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:35 pm 
 
Next meeting schedules for Tuesday, January 6, 2015. 


