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1. I believe the LAC is uniquely positioned by virtue of its charter, the 
adoption of the Stepping Up Initiative, and the strength of the 
membership to be a major force in improving, indeed establishing, a 
viable mental health system in Lewis and Clark County.  While some of 
the elements are in place, the system remains woefully inadequate, 
depriving the people of Lewis and Clark County and especially persons 
with mental illness and their families, of services to which they have a 
right and legitimately expect to be available. 

 
2. I believe the three most important roles of the LAC are to: 

 
• Aggressively lead the development of a mental health improvement 

plan  
• Educate the community about mental illness, thereby garnering 

public support to make radical changes in the system 
• Provide a forum in which to exchange information 

 
3. While mental health services for individuals involved in the criminal 

justice system are of high priority, I believe that approaching the 
challenge from a holistic perspective, inclusive of the criminal justice 
system, will be more productive.  I believe that mental health services 
were lost in the discussion surrounding the detention center bond.   

 
A key ingredient here is local control of the public mental health system. 
In addition, I believe that the Montana Healthcare Foundation funds 
currently intended to pay for a SIMS workshop will be better spent on 
hiring a consultant to lead the development of a mental health 
improvement plan.  Absent a plan that lays out a vision of what we want 
our mental health system to look like, I believe that efforts to gain 
community support and move forward in a cohesive and comprehensive 
fashion will be compromised. 
 

4. On an organizational note, Article 8: Section A of the Bylaws states that 
the election of the chair and Vice Chair will take place at the August 
meeting.  To that end, I leave you in good hands under the stewardship of 
Gary Mihelish, the current vice chair. 

 
5. Finally, thank you for your support and participation.  I wish you well. 

 
 
 


