
Minutes of LAC 
Intermountain Children’s Home 

April 5, 2016  
 

Members Present:       Members Absent: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Patrick Johnson called the meeting to order at 12:04P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
A quorum was established. 
 
MINUTES 
The March minutes will be reviewed and voted on at the next scheduled meeting. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Johnson announced that the LAC Board is currently accepting new board members. The Board 
currently has 19 board members and can accept up to 22 members.   
 
Judie Rolfe announced that new Veteran’s Center will be opening fall of 2016. 
 
Melanie Reynolds handed out a final progress report on the 2013 Community Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP) (see Attachment “A”) for the LAC Board to review and give their feedback on the mental health 
section by April 25. 
 
Corey Livsey announced that 12 law enforcement officers completed the Crisis Intervention Public 
Safety Training program.  The Helena Police Department partnered with Shodair Children’s Hospital to 
incorporate school resources officers into their daily activity.  On April 19, St. Paul’s Methodist Church 
will be showing the documentary “Paper Tigers”.  Mr. Johnson will email the Board the time of the 
showing. 
 
Mr. Johnson announced that on April 11, at 7 p.m. at the Carroll College Campus, David Granirer will be 
giving a presentation on depression (see Attachment “B”). 
 
Jill Steeley announced that PureView has collaborated with Center for Mental Health, Journey Home, 
and Intermountain on primary care and behavioral health through a grant from the Montana Health 
Care Foundation.  PureView’s outreach and enrollment coordinator will be going to the county jail once 
a week to help inmates that have not been convicted of a crime enroll in Medicaid Expansion. 
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PRESENTATION 
Kellie McBride with the Helena YWCA stated that the YWCA mission is to prevent homelessness, provide 
safe and supportive housing for women and children experiencing homelessness, and provide services 
that restore hope, self-sufficiency, and happy and healthy lives.  Through the WINGS (Women Initiating 
New Growth and Stability) Program, the YWCA provides transitional housing for women. YWCA has a 
staff of 6, 2 AmeriCorps Vista members, and 1 mental health therapist intern.  In answer to a question 
from Melinda Hoskins, Ms. McBride stated that the YWCA currently has 26 residents and has 30 women 
on the waitlist which averages out to a 2 month waiting period.  In answer to a question from Ms. 
Reynolds, Ms. McBride stated that the YWCA does serve women with severe mental health issues and 
works with other community entities to provide assistance with their mental health issues.  In answer to 
a question from Jordan Brown, Ms. McBride stated the next step after a women has received their 
trauma scoring is to work with a case manager and therapist to build up their self-esteem and work with 
them to move forward. In answer to a question from Ms. Hoskins, Ms. McBride stated that the criteria 
the women must follow who enrolled in the WINGS Program are that they have to want to make a 
change for themselves and to sustain permanent housing. In answer to a question from Katie Smith, Ms. 
McBride stated that the age of women’s children does not affect their enrollment into the program.  The 
YWCA tries to find a better placement for women with boys 6- years and older to stay while completing 
the program since the environment at the YWCA is a shared facility. In answer to a question from Mr. 
Johnson, Ms. McBride stated that they do work with women who are in justice system.  The YWCA has 
submitted an application for a $650,000 grant through the criminal justice to hire a full-time mental 
health therapist to assist women who have been incarcerated and will have 15 rooms available to those 
women. In answer to a question from Jon Jackson, Ms. McBride stated there has always been a need for 
the YWCA but that they are treating that need differently.  In answer to a question from Mr. Johnson, 
Ms. McBride stated that the budget to run the YWCA is $450,000 a year.  YWCA receives a $30,000 grant 
from HUD and a small grant from the county.  They mostly rely on the community for funding.  The 
women staying at the YWCA do pay a small program fee.  After further question and answers from the 
Board, Ms. McBride announced that every 12th day of the month at 12:00 p.m., YMCA offers a free lunch 
and tour of the facility. They also host a lunch and learn twice a month and will be hosting a “Stand 
Against Racism” event on September 27, 2016.  Ms. McBride stated that her next step for the YWCA in 
their strategic plan is to create a shelter for women. 
 
AGENCY BRIEFS 
Center for Mental Health- Michelle Cuddy presented a handout of their activity (see Attachment “C”).  
Ms. Cuddy spoke briefly about the Behavioral Integration Planning Grant they applied for and received 
through the Montana Health Care Foundation which will allow them to combine physical health, mental 
health, crisis, and chemical dependency services. 
 
Helena Public Schools- Jon Jackson announced that the Helena School District will provide a 5hour/5 
week course on mental health awareness for all freshmen during the 2016-2017 school year.  This 
course is provided by the Youth Awareness on Mental Health group (YAM). YAM is a program for 
adolescents promoting increased knowledge and discussion about mental health and the development 
of problem-solving skills and emotional intelligence through a combination of interactive learning 
methods. 
 
Mr. Johnson announced that he would be leaving the LAC Board and that Gary Mihelish will be 
completing his term as chair. 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
 
 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 3, 2016 


