
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
December 14, 2012 10 am- 3 pm   
2401 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
Minutes 
 
I.  Meeting call to order:  The meeting was officially called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Alicia Smith. 

Present Members are: 

Board Members: Alicia Smith, James Gustafson, Betsy Garrigues, Sydney Blair, Jill Brodin,  Andrea 
Lower, Brian Garrity, Robin Johnson,  Lenore Stiffarm, John Wilkinson, Kathy Dunks for 
Jodi Daly.   

AMDD: Kristi Rydeen, Jane Wilson  

Absent: Tammy Kevwitch,  Mavis Young Bear, Cindy Smith, Louise Livingood,  Sally Miller (VA 
rep.)  Tom Peluso, Mike Murray, Dr. Jodi Daly, Brett Linnewebber and Jeanette Kotecki; all excused.  

Guest:  Ray Roberts (family), Craig Purdue a Peer Supporter from the Gallatin County 
drop in center.   

Check In/Quorum:  Alicia called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.  We did not have a quorum present so we 
will make phone calls for establishing votes.   

Approval Minutes:  Reviewed 2012 minutes.  Minutes were reviewed, corrections were made.  We will ask for 
a motion once a quorum is present.   

Review of Items:  Alicia reminded board members to ask for state rates when reserving a room rate.  Meal 
reimbursement was discussed related to this issue. Do not submit for breakfast meal reimbursement if it is 
already provided by that motel/hotel.     

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 

 



 

 

Public comment:  

II. Monthly updates:  

AMDD:  Jane Wilson spoke to us about the waiver programs.  The Medicaid Waiver is for people with a SDMI 
and in need of nursing home care.  Deb Mattucci was selected as the Bureau Chief.  Sharon Clark is no longer 
with AMDD.  Kristi will be covering in her absence.  Kristi talked about attending the Tribal Relations 
conference and found it phenomenal.  Kristi spoke about a LAC member’s unexpected death from the Tri-
county and how it affected their LAC.  Kristi suggested those within the Tri-county touch base with each other 
to assist with rebuilding their LAC and to deal with the loss.  “We all need to stick together.”  The issue of 
suicide was discussed in response to several deaths.  Members discussed the need to educate people and 
communities as to how to access help and where to find help.  We talked about the importance of putting in 
place professionals to deal with these losses and to prevent additional death as well as mental health issues. 
LAC’s can take on a role in creating more awareness in educating others as to how to access services and 
what services are available.  There was a discussion as to how the LAC can promote awareness of the 
frequency and where to access services.  We discussed the threat of Karl Rostan’s position being eliminated 
and how the LAC might educate others as to what his position has accomplished over time.  Recent articles on 
suicide were discussed. An article recently appeared in the Billings Gazette appeared regarding Karl’s position 
and the efforts to prevent suicide.  It was an adversarial article which suggested that talking about suicide in 
the schools leads to suicide.  These comments lead to other public responses.   NAMI executive Matt Kuntz’s 
article was discussed.  

LAC Reports:  

Gallatin County LAC–Tom Peluso was absent.  Jill talked about John Beck’s resignation in the 
Livingston office.  Scott Malloy will take over the over site of that office.  Francis, the drop in center 
coordinator, left her position in the Livingston office.  They will be conducting interviews next week to fill 
this position.  Jill Brodin will have over site of the peer services for the Livingston as well.   

Park County (Livingston): Jill Brodin gave the report for Park County.  Attendance has been sporadic. 
They are looking at how to increase attendance by contacting the agencies and stake holders.  Brett’s 
attendance is not predictable given his schedule.   

Helena LAC:  Brian gave an update on the building of the crisis stabilization facility; an architect has 
been chosen.  It will be a 6 bed crisis bed facility with 2 emergency detention beds.  The architectural 
firm has visited other locations that have built this type of facility.  The drop-in center has been 
transferred to the Center for Mental Health; April Gregg has been hired as a supervisor.  They are still 
in the process of hiring the two other peer support specialists.  Interviews for the peer positions were 
completed this week.  They believe they’ve selected another individual.  They have put someone at the 
front desk to notify people of when it will be open.  With C4MH operating the program, we will have 
additional programs; IMR, WRAP and other billable groups and events to assist with its sustainability.   

Great Falls : E.D. for the Peer Network Jim Hainey presented on the efforts of the peer support task 
force and their efforts towards licensure, training and full funding.  The LAC chose to develop a 
speaker’s bureau to increase awareness, educate and decrease the stigma of mental illness.  The 
committee developed a speaker’s bureau to present various topics for the purpose of educating the 
community on issues and services.  Anyone in the community can request that the presentation be 
conducted in their agency or meeting.    



 

 

Havre LAC :  No members present. 

Hays -TiNellnKiin Center:  Lenore spoke about the efforts of their LAC to hold meetings over the 
holidays to address the many issues and losses that plague the community at this time of the year.  
They would like to shift the focus from gifts to that of gathering together and celebrate the meanings of 
the holidays.  They are targeting discussions about safety awareness during this time of gatherings.   

FORT BELKNAP:  Lenore spoke for Mavis Young Bear who has accepted a wonderful job in North 
Dakota; she will be working for one of the tribal coordinators.  It is a significant loss for the local tribe.  
She had hoped to come back and submit her resignation however will not be able to due to other 
issues.  

PROVIDER REPORTS:  

WMMHC:  No report given.   

The Access to Recovery Grant:  Lenore reported that there is a $10 million grant from SAMSHA for 
the Montana Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council that is coming for up for renewal;  it is a five or six year 
program and is administered out of Billings.  The original goal was to become a provider and submit 
billing for services. The physician who originally served that program is no longer in the community; the 
grant had a dual diagnosis component. Lenore was involved in the Spirit Riding program which was 
successful at serving many.   

C4MH: Great Falls had its legislative breakfast sponsored by the MHA at the Center for Mental Health’s 
New Directions facility. MHA asked for support for the peer specialist certification. Children’s wrap 
around services and grants supporting crisis services for youth and families were introduced.   

Peer Task Force:  James talked about their goal of getting Montana law or policy in the MT. codes for 
peer certification. Senator Mary Cafero will introduce the legislation around this issue. Standardized of 
the certification process would assist the peers with billing the services in other arenas such as 
hospitals and jails; the certification adds legitimacy to the service. Licensure defines scope of practice 
and definitions to the service.  Funding for the committee has been difficult to obtain.  Jane talked about 
the Medicaid Waiver program which includes a Medicaid payable service called “specially trained 
attendant” to provide services to those in the waiver at a higher rate.    

MHOAHC report:  No report.   

III.     COMMITTEES:  Did not meet due to attendance.   

IV. OLD BUSINESS: None. 

V.  TREASURER’S REPORT: Kathy Dunks gave the treasurer report for Dr. Jodi Daly.  Jodi has been working 
on completing payment on the final bills previously submitted for fiscal year 2011-12.  They need to close the 
previous year’s financials and submit the report to AMDD. Once the report is completed, they will post the cost 
of each meeting and the annual report on the website.  It appears that the average cost of the meetings is 
$2400 for food, travel and lodging.  The cost of meetings is a reporting requirement of CSAA for AMDD.  One 
of the issues preventing the final report was getting the LAC’s the $400.00 as voted on.  The board does not 
have current addresses and the CSAA had not received everyone’s formal request.  Alicia requested that 
Kathy send the physical addresses to her for next year’s correspondence.   



 

 

VI.      NEW BUSINESS:  Alicia announced the MHA has invited anyone from the CSAA to participate in the 
legislative caucus meetings.  The MHA advocacy day is the first Friday in April 2013.  John Wilkinson talked 
about how sometimes the testimony often does more harm than good.  The legislature has to give 48 hours on 
a hearing.  He announced the web site called LAWS that you can register on to get specific notifications on 
legislative topics.  Go to www.leg.mt.gov to register.   The web site has the capacity to define or limit your 
notifications.   

Our by laws read that congress is to be held the first Saturday in April; the following meeting is to hold the 
elections.  This year, Alicia would like to have a combined congress and board election.  One board meeting 
for congress would be in the morning and the elections in the afternoon.  Alicia talked about her intention at 
this time not to continue on as president for the CSAA.  Andrea Lower has agreed to run for president.  Alicia 
talked about her frustrations in the current position as the president in particular around her responsibility to 
submit the biannual reports to meet the standards of AMDD.  Her experience in submitting the report (which 
has not been approved) and her efforts at collaborating with AMDD have not been positive. She is not feeling 
supported by AMDD or the board in regards to the reports.  She is concerned by the lack of continuity and 
support by AMDD.  We discussed Jodi as the CSAA’s representative giving feedback to MHOAC specifically 
around the use of Eastern and Gallatin counties LAC report format.  The format was created by a LAC as a 
measure to document goal attainment within their LAC.   Alicia stated that she is unhappy that the form was 
taken from other LAC’s and is now mandated as a required reporting measurement and she feels this is 
inappropriate.  Jane Wilson gave some history of the LAC handbook of which was designed by MHOAC in 
early 2000.  Alicia was given positive encouragement to continue in her current role by many board members.  
The CSAA talked about the need for improved collaboration with AMDD.  

Jill Brodin agreed to write up a letter to support the continuation of funding of the states suicide prevention 
position.  John Wilkinson shared his work/involvement on Bill 11. The bill addresses the cost of housing the 
mentally ill who have committed a crime when they serve their sentence out at the state hospital rather than 
the cost of serving these folks in their communities or taking proactive and preventative steps of working with 
those who have legal issues corresponding to their decompensation mental illness.   

VIII. Adjournment: A motion was made by James for adjourning the meeting, Jill seconded the motion.  
The meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m. by President Alicia Smith.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 2012 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• January 25, 2013 
• February/March 2013* --March 1, 2013—Nominations for new Board 

Members; election at Congress 
• April/May 2013 –Combined Congress & Board Meeting –April 5, 12 or 19 
• June 29, 2013 

 
Contractual Obligations: 
 

 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due November 2012 
 Annual Report due August 1, 2013 


