
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
February 27, 2015 10 am- 3 pm   
Summit Net Video-- Teleconference 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
MINUTES 
 
I. Meeting called to order: the meeting was officially called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Andrea Lower 
 
Board Members: Cindy Smith, Crystal Evans, Gary Travis, James Gustafson, Mike Murray, Molly Protheroe, 
Rodger McConnell, Scott Mallow, Sydney Blair, Tom Peluso, Andrea Lower 
Board Members absent: Betsy Garrigues, Lenore Stiffarm 
 
AMDD: Carrie Lutkehus, Jane Wilson, Kenny Bell 
 
Children’s Bureau: Kandis Franklin 
 
Guests:  Tina Mord- new, Chinook LAC, Janette Reget-Board of Visitors, Dennis Nyland-MH Ombudsman, 
Ray Roberts-family member, Susan Wordal-Gallatin County, LAC Chair 
 
December and January meeting minutes:  Review and discussion of December 2014 and January 2015 
meeting minutes discussed.  Scott motioned to approve.  Sydney seconded. Motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   
There was a total of $1090.14 in reimbursements for January.  The CSAA Year to Date total is $18,183.88.  
Scott mentioned that at the current expenditure rate, there will be approximately $12,000 to spend or share 
with LAC communities.  Andrea mentioned that she had received 5 End of Year Fund Questionnaires, two 
being from LAC’s that are not regular attendees at CSAA so a decision will need to be made how the monies 
will be shared.  Sydney Blair moved the treasurer’s report be approved as stated, Tom Peluso seconded the 
motion.   
Motion carried. 
Scott shared with everyone that he has resigned from WMMHC and will be starting his new position in June.  
This means that he is also resigning as the CSAA Treasurer position.  He suggested a few options that might 
work for future tracking of the CSAA finances.   
 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 

 



 

 

Motion: Sydney motioned that the CSAA retain WMMHC as the fiduciary with appointing Tom for the 
remainder of the term.  Crystal seconded.   
Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:  
Introductions 
MHOAC/CSAA/LAC Discussion: 
Tom asked that we include an agenda item for February to include the MHOAC/SAA relationship and asked to 
invite the Chair of MHOAC to the meeting.  Carrie has been assigned to MHOAC, previously held by Marlene 
Disburg-Ross.  Some suggestions that came from the discussion were to have all three SAA’s meet and create 
a Strategic Plan.  Jane suggested using the CSAA Congress for communication and a vision.  Molly suggested 
the use of a facilitator at the Congress to help move the Strategic Plan forward. Gary suggested use of a 
Facebook page to get information out.  Andrea brought up discussion about the CSAA being Incorporated and 
language in the By Laws stating it as 501(c)(3) and if this was inhibiting the CSAA’s ability to participate during 
the legislative session.  Jane clarified that it is actually an instrument of the government under section 
170(c)(2)(b). Sydney mentioned the 4 bullets discussed at the MHOAC planning session should be shared 
since there is a common theme.  Andrea will find and send out to the distribution list. 
 
CSAA Congress/Nomination Process: 
Andrea clarified the next several meeting dates:  
Friday March 27, 2015,  
April 4, 2015-date of Congress per By Laws- to discuss and vote on 
Friday April 23, 2015 and;  
Friday May 22, 2015 is the Friday before the Memorial Day holiday weekend and also the CSAA Executive 
Board elections.   
Molly agreed to firm up a location for the meeting, Andrea will forward contact information to her from last year.   
 
Motion: Tom motioned to have a joint monthly Board meeting and Congress on Saturday April 25, 2015 to run 
from 10-12pm and 1-3pm respectively. The Board meeting scheduled Friday April 24, 2015 would be moved to 
Saturday April 25, 2015.  Mike seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
 
CSAA has various positions open on the Board. Tom explained the nomination committee, membership and 
application process.  Extra applications were brought to the meeting, and are also available on the website.  
Tina Mord, Chinook LAC shared information about her position and the newly formed LAC. 
 
Motion: Tom motioned to accept Tina-Chinook LAC position on the CSAA Board. Mike seconded. Motion 
carried 
 
LAC Reports: 

• Lewis and Clark County-  Ray mentioned that Journey Home was opened 3-4 weeks ago.  The Helena 
Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) is looking at mental health services in the Jail.   

• Cascade/Great Falls- Vern Bishop working on website ccmhlac@wordpress.com.  There is also a 
Facebook link.  They are looking at workshops.  One goal is to communicate with other LAC’s, state, 
and CSAA.  Also need better communication with their County Commissioners.  A community needs 
assessment is being done and use of Voices of Hope phone line. Jane mentioned  MH First Aid was 
held on the 19th and 20th.  The Detention Center is doing one for staff.  Andrew is facilitating, but 
requires different handbooks. 

• Park County- Gary mentioned Brad Lowe did a presentation on the new facility and using the old facility 
as a possible detox project.  Dawn Holiday from APS also did a presentation.  They are also working on 
Strategic Planning, inviting county health and having the County Commissioner appoint someone to 
attend. 

mailto:ccmhlac@wordpress.com


 

 

• Havre/Hill County- The Key Club and high school principal are working  on suicide prevention and 
included as part of the regular LAC meetings.  Hired two clinical directors that are dual licensed.  
Working on integrated care plan and Health and wellness committee workforce and training. 

• Gallatin County- Susan, Gallatin LAC Chair talked about membership roster, vacancies, short 
legislative update and controversy over the BearCat tactical vehicle that had been used in a mh crisis 
scenario. The Interim Chief Rich McLane was asked to present at the next LAC meeting.  

• Blackfeet Family Wellness Center/Browning- Crystal talked about having their 1st successful LAC 
meeting.  Jane also attended.   

• Chinook/Blaine County- Working with the County Health Dept, Tina explained it was initially formed to 
look at region needs and C4MH originally came the meeting but felt there was confusion in forming the 
LAC.  They are looking at MH First Aid and approaching agencies for funding.  It is not formal, and Tina 
is Vice-Chair of the LAC and the appointed representative for CSAA.  There is County Commission 
participation and being added to the county website. Sydney mentioned they hired a marketing 
specialist, looking at rural communities and working with Chinook. 

 
Children’s Bureau: Kandis had two short updates. The Autism monies went through.  This money will be 
in the general Medicaid pool.  She also mentioned the direct care wage to provide entry level monies with 
enhanced wages. 
 
Veteran’s Update: Rodger talked about the 1st Veterans Court graduation with 7 graduates this week.  He 
attended a DC trip with the DAV Commander from Montana.  He met with the 2 Senators Tester and 
Daines and Representative Zinke.  The Acute Care Unit at Fort Harrison is currently shut down.  The PTSD 
program is still up and running.  The DAV is having difficulty with keeping drivers on staff.  The Great Falls 
Stand Down is scheduled for 9/17-9/19/15 with 60 agencies now involved.   
 
 

 
 

 
UPCOMING 2015 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• March 27, 2015 
• April 4, 2015 – Saturday, location TBD 
• April 24, 2015 

 
Contractual Obligations: 
 

 Annual Report due August 1, 2015  
 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due October 31, 2016 
 
 


