
Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
CSSA Board Meeting  2/27/09    10am – 3pm  Liberty Rm 
 
Meeting called to order 10:25 a.m. by Vernon.  Discussed 
hiring Chris from Express   
 
  
 
 

Introductions made and sign up sheet passed around.  
 
Attendees:  Vernon Bishop, Chairman;  Lenore Stiffarm;  Joe Moll; Connie Moll, guest; Daniel Ladd; 
Chris Ohler-Express Services; Natalie Bowen; James Wagner; John Watson, Dennis Cox;  Jane 
Wilson;  Keva Lee Lewis;  James Gustafson; Molly Protheroe;  Jeffery Krott; Mavis Youngbear;  Tom 
Peluso  There was a quorum present. 
 
Vernon distributed minutes from January 27, 2009 meeting and explained that minutes are 
incomplete.  Mavis mentioned she gave her report at 1/27/09 meeting. Motion made to accept 
minutes. Motion made to accept minutes as amended.  Vote taken, motion carried. 
 
AMDD Report by Dan Ladd.  Said there were not a lot of updates.  Bills the committees are most 
interested in are in the Appropriations Committee, no votes made yet.  Dan explained that projected 
revenues for State have been cut again.  AMDD and mental health budgets in tack, but doesn’t mean 
they’re safe.   Governor not supporting any new programs.  They really don’t know anything for sure 
but when information comes out Dan will pass info on to Board.  72 Hour Expansion and MHSP 
Expansion are doing well.  Dan explained any community can get into the 72 Hour program.  Jane 
said that Linda Nelson was to go up from Havre for 72 Hour.  Dan said computer system for program 
has been a struggle.  3 peopled hired, 1 for 72 Hour, 1 for MSHP and 1 supervisor.  Dan spoke about 
recovery grants, they’re going well but end in June ’09. Dan discussed HIFA Waver. Also discussed 
group that helps people transition from State hospital back into the community. Joe asked Dan about 
SAA money.  Dan doubts checks will go to SAA and that they’ll have to decide how to develop 
program.  23 Hour Crisis center situation discussed, money is an issue.  Dan praised Yellowstone 
County crisis center.  MACO not supporting this issue.  Molly discussed 99 beds to be opened up for 
mental health patients, ½ for elderly and ½ for general.   Dan said there are a lot of rumors about 
funding but no direction at this time.  Dan said combining CSAA & Mental Health Caucus would be 
great. He also said designing a system that will work for less money may be an issue that will need to 
be dealt with soon.  Dan said he has a list of what programs/things we already have, and a list of 
what we want.  May need to decide what we’re willing to cut.  Joe suggested forming a subcommittee 
to start looking at this now so committee can be ready to make decisions if and when time comes to 
make cuts.  AWARE discussed,  Dan said a number of psychs said they would be part of coalition. 
 
Financial statement:   Vernon said Louise gave him box with the financial records.  Dan Ladd said 



its his job to do audit on materials received.  Molly said current balance is $7,901.  Molly volunteered 
to be treasurer until new treasurer elected/appointed.  Dan praised work Louise did as treasurer.   
Travel vouchers were distributed to attendees.  Dan said mileage rate is $ .55/mile  Copy of Louise’s 
resignation letter distributed.    
 
Appointing new members to the Executive Committee  Vernon discussed needing to replace 3 
people who have resigned.  Mavis Youngbear said she feels the people who sit on board have failed 
to consider the mental frailties of the people they are supposed to represent and she felt that had to 
do with the resignations.  She will write a letter to committee regarding this.  Molly read by-laws 
regarding filling positions that have been vacated.  Molly made motion to ask for volunteers to fill 
positions temporarily for VP, treasurer and secretary as amended by Anita.  Jeffery Krott seconded 
the motion.   Tom asked for a friendly amendment to do this by ballot and then vote on the results of 
the ballot.  Tom’s concerns are that volunteers may not necessarily be qualified to fill the positions.   
Molly did not accept it.  Voted on an accepted.  Tom was dissenting vote Anita suggested an 
organization committee to get things ready for congress.  John Watson said Jim Hagney is interested 
in being the Livingston replacement.  Molly volunteered for treasurer position.  Jeffery, James & Joe 
volunteered for secretary.  Jacob, Jeffery, James and Joe volunteered for Vice Chair.  Molly ratified 
as treasurer motion carried.  Tom moved to elect secretary and vice chair by ballot.  This was 
seconded by John and Jacob.  Jeffery taken off of secretary ballot.  Joe taken off of secretary ballot.  
James Gustafson was ratified as secretary.  Votes were taken made between Jacob, Jeffery and Joe 
for vice chair.  Results Jacob for Vice chair.  Term will end at board meeting after congress.  Jane 
volunteered to assist in getting ready for congress.     
 
Jacob moved to formally approve the executive committee be the nominating committee.  John 
Watson seconded motion.  Motion carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned for lunch at 12 p.m. 
 
Celebratory Luncheon for Mike McLaughlin emceed by the Chair 
 
Vernon presented plaque to Mike for service to the Board.  Mike read his resignation letter and 
distributed original copy of policy.  
 
      Meeting called to order at 12:45 
 
Molly did the CALM4US presentation.  Said people at meeting fired chairman.  They are considering 
enlarging group.  Molly and Jeffery have had to work with group to get them to understand they are 
not only consumer group in state.  There is a meeting  3/30-4/4 at Hampton Inn, Helena.  Try to get 
new members.  Now have 3 facilitators in state.  Trying to get a model RAP(??) training going.  Trying 
to get group of 18-20 (??) for 18-20 hours.  Discussed 2 hrs for 10 weeks.  Said they are in process of 
organizing so anyone in state can work through Michelle if they wanted to get a trainer or needed 
training. Facilitator cost should be $150 for 3 days. WRAP program can be adjusted to needs of the 
audience (this is a whole new program)  Molly asked that as many of board members / attendees 
come to the 3/30-4/4 meeting.  Call Molly if you want to attend.  Meeting will handle people getting 
know each other and what is available, work on grant items, and do WRAP class.  Tom asked if 



CALM4US is looking to be exclusive provider for WRAP in the state.  Molly said they are to be a 
clearing house for find the best WRAP model for the state.  Molly said Copeland Center accredits 
CALM4US.  Dan said state is trying to provide funding steams talked some about prevention also.   
Ray wondered about costs for facilitator training.  Also would like to be involved with helping with the 
WRAP plans.  Discussed new/updated website.  Befofore next legislative session need to work on 
legally enforceable advanced directives for crisis care and end of life care for people with mental 
illness. 
 
Outstanding Grants 
 
Grant for Open Arms drop in center   John Watson talked about Dual Recovery Anonymous.  
Distributed information.  Showed books and work books they’re working with.   Said they need help to 
get this going.  Tom made motion to accept written and verbal presentation as the legitimate 
application for request for funds and Tom made to approve the grant of funds.  Joe seconded motion.  
Motion granted.  Tom asked that recipient of this grant present a very short representation of how we 
can duplicate DRA in other service areas in our region. John pledged to do that.  John mentioned 
about concern of drop in numbers in Bozeman.  He said those are the real numbers. 
 
Legislative issues Anita Roessmann asked if CSAA wanted to be on Consensus for Mental Health.   
 
Anita distributed handouts and explained chart.  Money would fund fiscal years 2010 and 2011.  Plan 
189 budgets were cut but they’re asking to get it back up.  Anita discussed the Community crises 
beds demonstration grant, training for MH professionals caring for returning soldiers and Suicide 
Screening Pilot.  She discussed the 3 bills currently before Legislature.  She discussed how to make 
one time only money work.  Anita said in this coming year they will be opening 68 crisis beds across 
Montana.  Joe made motion that CSAA endorse A Legislative Priorities & Funding Consensus for 
Mental Health proposal.  Tom seconded motion.  Motion discussed.  Jeffery was concerned that this 
is only 1 time money, what do we do if we don’t get more.  Anita said we go to legislature present our 
case and ask for more money.  Additional discussion ensued.  Motion carried.  Anita said 
demonstration bill was about creating a future, what we want to see in Montana.   
 
Spending proposal 
 
 Vernon said he worked on a spending proposal; Tom came up with template but no figures.  
He said he made the template to guide our thinking.  It includes various expenses and items falling 
under these expenses areas.  This is developed in Excel, Tom will send it out in word to Vernon and 
Vernon will distribute to board members to look over.  Will work on before next meeting Vernon said 
he’d get it out next week. 
 
Outstanding grants  
 
Motion to pay $2,500 to MMHA.  Joe seconded motion.  Discussion ensued.  Motion passed with 1 
opposing.  Lenore opposed because in previous CSAA meetings a motion was passed that 
established a policy for proposals that exceed a certain amount i.e. $1,000 (I believe) must come 
before a review committee for evaluation before coming to the full board for vote. (attachment) 



 
 Dan told Board to give him a formal request for grant money and he will get the next $10,000 
grant money out. 
 
Tom discussed a possible letter of support for Gallatin Mental Health Center with no fiscal note 
attached to it.  He briefly went over grant……….. and what it covers.  Read support letter from 
Gallatin County.  Asked CSAA to write a letter of support.  Tom made motion to endorse this grant for 
Gallatin Valley Mental Health Center.  Jeffery seconded.  Motion carries. 
 
Others 
 
LAC Reports 
 
Tom gave his LAC report.  (missed 1st item)  Talked about Dorothy Eck House.  They awarded dirt 
work.  Have looked over qualifications of 5 contractors.  Dirt work begins next week.  Responded to 
inquiry from legislature about what they would do if they received some of the stimulus money, Tom 
said they’re recommending a group home and outpatient facility. 
 
Mavis gave LAC report, said they had two meetings.  Looking at workshop type awareness training, 
looking at developing directory for resources.  Currently focusing on training needs and awareness.  
They’re mission is affirmation for health.  They would be interested in getting some funding for LAC.  
Goal at last meeting is to recruit more members for their group.  They are looking at space for drop in 
center.   
 
Great Falls:  Natalie said on Monday will be touring a new mental health center or vets   and checking 
out the facility and programs.  James said it’s funded through the foundation.  Looking to hire part 
time secretary.   
 
a.    Havre:  Not Present 
 
b.    Helena:  Molly announced the finishing of the drop in center and are going to move in when they 
get a certificate of occupancy.   
 
c.    Livingston:  Not Present 
 
d.    Teton-Pondera:  Not Present 
 
MHOAC report (Lenore Stiffarm) 
 
Lenore serves as CSAA representative to Mental Health Advisory Committee.  Dan said he’d send 
out link for this.  MHOAC is putting out brochure that states mission statement and any changes.  Will 
bring copy to next meeting.  4/1 & 4/2  empowerment conference for native Americans with 
disabilities in Polson.  Whoever wants to attend its all paid for.   
 



Name Congress Committee to get the congress together 
 
Public Comment 
 
e.    General Comment 
 
Adjourn 


