
Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
July 23, 2010   
 
Present: Lenore Stiffarm, Molly Prothero, Joe Moll, 
Marlene O’Connell, Jeffrey Krott, John Watson, Scott 
Malloy, Robin Johnson, James Gustafson, Mavis Young 
Bear, Alicia Smith, Jeanette Kotecki, Tom Peluso, David 
Bly, Sally Miller,  
 

Attendees from AMDD: Jane Wilson, Dan Ladd 
 
Meeting was called to order by Lenore Stiffarm. Lenore asked that the minutes for last two meeting 
be approved.  Motion to approve minutes by David to accept minutes for May and June.  A second 
was made by Molly.  Tom asked for discussion.  Scott has a correction to make on the LAC report for 
June minutes – Bozeman/Gallatin investigating  a day labor program.  Also, Bozeman recognizes 
peer support is incorrect is on top of list to be app.  Montana does not recognize Peer Support 
programs at this time, however these are a high priority for AMDD.  Tom stated July minutes on Tom 
Peluso brought up wording after CSAA seems to be attributive to him so needs a new paragraph 
beginning.  
 
OLD Business 
 
Election of new officers:  A ballot was passed around for election of new officers.  
 
Jeffery received an email from BilliJo and wanted him to load up skype and she will vote via: skype.  
Tom stated that it is not allowed to vote by skype.   
 
Votes were tallied by Dan and Jane.  The results are:  Chair: Lenore 13, Vice-Chair Alicia 13, 
Secretary Jeanette 13, Treasurer Molly 10, Scott for treasurer 1 
 
Lenore stated this is our legislative year and make this best year ever. 
 
John wanted to welcome new board-members and suggested a round of applause.   
 
A thank you to Joe and Jacob for helping out. 
 
AMDD report:   
 
Dan said he doesn’t have any new information about budgets yet.  No budget cuts yet but there have 
been a slow down of expansions.  Jane stated that each Waiver area will have a budget and there 
should be money for 35 slots in Great Falls.  So far there have not been cuts in services.  BENEFIS 
Marlene- There are more and more people without funding services.  More people are coming into 
hospitals without coverage. Substance abuse disorders do not qualify for services because they are 



not qualifying for 72 hours money.  As far as the trust fund dollars go, Dan stated they are having a 
summit meeting on August 4th and how people can apply, how it’s going to work, etc.  State is 
sponsoring and the meeting will be at state office and it will be tele-conferenced.  Please get tele-
conferencing info to Dan by the Monday before meeting.   
 
The VA will be sponsoring a suicide prevent conference in August. This is sponsored by State so 
mileage and lunch will be paid.  
 
Jane said there is going to be Leadership and Advocacy Training on 9th and 10th of August in 
Bozeman at the drop in center and the 12th and 13th at the library and then in Billings on September 
9th and 10th.  This training is important because it will help start the peer network for Montana.  They 
need consumers to come to start a network in Montana.  Mileage will be paid and lunch will be 
furnished. Montana Peer Network is sponsoring and there is no fee.  Molly passed out an agenda.   
 
Tom suggested there be community meeting to gain ideas for Lily money.  We should also be looking 
to children’s needs. 
 
Anita gave an introduction to Service Area Authorities to train new board members and speak about 
the ideal of the function of the board.  Anita is staff attorney at Disability Rights Montana.  A handout 
“An Introduction to Service Area Authorities” was passed out.  Review and monitor crisis intervention 
programs has not been done yet by the SAA. The SAA is required to submit a biennial review of 
mental health service needs and services.  A strategic plan is not a biennial review.  It needs to be 
done and submitted to lawmakers.  The SAA is supposed to have a county commissioner or work 
closely with county commissioner.  The SAA is here because of the community (LAC’s).  All mental 
health services start on the ground in the community.  Anita suggested that board members work with 
county commissioners and work with LACs.  LACs can invite lawmakers to meetings and get to know 
them.  The three SAAs need to collaborate.  The board chairs need to be meeting with each other 
and stating agendas and agreeing on issues on agendas.  SAA needs to work closely with State and 
collaborate on agenda items in order to carry items forward.   
 
When going through bylaws - A system needs to be created for getting membership information once 
per year for members.  A chart needs to be made for board members and their terms, when their term 
ends, etc.   
 
Jane stated that the problem with committees is that there were never any chairs for the committees.  
Anita suggested big white sheets to be rolled up and committees write down the chair and who else is 
at committee and at every meeting those sheets are put on the wall to se what is being done at the 
committee and then at every meeting that information is presented.  Alicia suggested a chart of 
committees and the people responsible and their progress. 
 
Lunch discussion with Anita – a handout of Zyprexa Settlement Trust information.  Suggestions were 
to work with LACs and other SAAs.  Need goals, suggestions, ideas from communities.  Community 
meetings need to be set up.  Lenore suggested this information be put on agenda 
 
LAC reports: 



 
Gallatin LAC – Scott said there was no quorum so no real report. 
 
Helena LAC – Jeffrey reported that there were several issues discussed.  One of the things that he 
learned about is that right across the street from their drop-in center is the bus system and for several 
years they had talked about relocating that depot.  People who use the drop-in center frequently use 
the bus depot and the depot is moving to the other end of town.  The nearest bus stop is now a 
distance away and it is uphill.  Jeffery is worried it will be dangerous for people with disabilities.  The 
trolley service is gone now.  He has heard that there are other cities with drop-in centers with 
transportation issues and that it is important to have transportation to mental health facilities and drop 
in centers.  He is asking the board of the SAA and the people they represent to speak with as many 
people as appropriate in the mental health circle and advocacy circle to find transportation money for 
people with mental illness.  Molly said the LAC is writing to the Bozeman group and requesting 
support and asking the Helena transit service to reconsider their bus service.  This request will 
include both Helena and Bozeman as there seems to be a similar need of transportation.  She would 
like letters generated from Helena and Bozeman LACs and the SAA.  When the drop in center began 
the main reason for locating at the current location was because it was right across the street from 
bus depot.   
 
Great Falls – Joe handed out the Cascade County mental Health Local Advisory Council for FY09-10.  
They will not be meeting until September.  He handed out applications for WRAP. 
 
Lenore – LAC will be meeting in future. 
 
Tom spoke about the Gallatin County Office of Court Services (handout) request to the SAA for the 
money to send one person to the training in San Diego, CA, for September 26-30.  Lenore stated that 
this will need to be tabled until the SAA has a better idea of budget.   
 
Marlene suggested that the person or Tom bring in the actual agenda for the training so the board 
has a better idea of training. 
 
PARK COUNTY LAC – had their meeting on Monday.  Community Health Services was invited to 
give presentation on their part in community health partners.  Jim Haney is terminating his board 
membership effective immediately and they voted Tammy Kevwich into the board and she has 
accepted pending her business conflicts with her appointment to the board.  Mental health admits are 
up in the county.  Medical marijuana has become an issue. 
 
VA – the VA and dept. of defense – how to find seamless care for vets.  VA mental health is having a 
summit and she would like info on this. 
 
MH provider reports:  Scott has been running statistics on ER/hospital admits – 16 into ER and 10 
did not get committed after emergency.  They are seeing more people that don’t qualify and it is going 
to be hard to manage.  Marlene – earlier in the year they put mental health workers in the ER and 
seeing between 20-26 per night and are dealing with crisis situations – housing and transportation, 
lack of medications, transients, people coming through that they are having difficulty finding – an 



increased number are being referred to Warm Springs and they are being stabilized and receiving 
services for only 7-10 days and then coming back to the community.  Some are as short as 24 hours 
and then they show up back in the ER.  This has become problematic.  The trend is being watched 
for adequate stays in Warm Springs or if they are being released early and having to go back through 
legal process.  The person is not discharge back to Benefis and they are out of the picture of the 
discharge.  Community Mental Health may need to work closer with Warm Springs on D/C.  Benefis 
will have 2 psyches gone for medical/personal reasons.  Starting in September they will be short 
psyches.  There will be only 3 left in the community.  An NP will be brought on to help.  There may be 
problems this fall in getting a physician to admit into mental facility.  Benefis will need to begin 
transitional plans which include shorter stays at Warm Springs.   
 
Lenore suggested that since the trip to Warm Springs as the board was denied by Lou Thompson 
and that the SAA bring in hospital representatives to come in to discuss their discharge info.  Jan said 
she is trying to track the discharges for Northwestern Montana and making sure they have what they 
need.  This is being done for areas that have do not have CLOs.  Dan said there is no funding for 
transitional period –what about a pilot program for two years to have individuals go to facilities and 
help patient transition from MSH hospital back into community.  Someone to go to hospital before the 
discharge and help them connect with community services before being released.  Jane will track 
number of patients released from Warm Springs and where they were released to.  Molly said there 
was supposed to be a bridge position between mental health and justice system.   
 
MHOAC report:  Jim Haney is not here and has resigned from the board but did not mention if he 
was resigning from this position 
 
Legislative, Strategic planning: August 4 – Dan said SAA needs to be collaborating with state and 
number one priority is Eli Lilly money and Dan wants all board officers to come to meeting.  There will 
be a tele-conference call for this meeting if interested and unable to attend meeting. 
 
Web Committee: Molly has a report from Jen – has put latest minutes up and she will put latest 
results up   
 
  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Molly Protheroe/Dan Aune 
 
Molly handed out financial report.  Travel, meals, meeting rooms are a large piece of the budget.  
There were fewer meeting this year than last year.  The grants were given out for education and 
awareness.  Administration budget was for phones, ink, copies, secretary when a secretary was paid 
for.  Nothing has been done yet to pay for mental health fees and Dan Anue said he wouldn’t charge 
this year. If he is not here, he will send someone else from office.  Molly came up with new budget for 
$25000 which is what is estimated as the FY10-11 budget.  Money has been set aside for 2 summits 
and 1 conference.  This adds up to 13 meetings and this may need to be reduced to 10 meetings.  
LAC development grants were reduced to $250.  Education/awareness grants were reduced to 
$2500.  Lenore is working on a grant to get back the $10000 that was lost and the SAA would then be 
able to work with the $35000.  Molly said none of the numbers are written in stone.  $2250 judiciary 



fee is the only stable number.  She suggested the board look over the budget and decide to put this 
on the agenda at a different date.   
 
Tom would like the comparative difference between a tele-med meeting and a face-to-face meeting.  
He would also like to know how we can save money doing what we’re doing now.  He suggested that 
outlying members of the board carpool to the meetings.   
 
Lenore asked for a suggestion to accept last year’s budget.  Tom suggested that we accept last 
year’s budget and file it for audit.   
 
Tom motioned that we accept past year’s budget and file for audit.  Seconded by John.  Scott 
questioned Molly that there were no administrative fees charge.  There was no cost last year.  Lenore 
asked for a show of hands to accept last year’s budget.  There was a unanimous vote.  How to save 
money: Tom would like the group to consider using a free of charge room at Colonial Drive.  Lenore 
suggested that everyone come back with money saving ideas. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tammy Kevwitch – fund raising opportunity: she has developed seven different products to promote 
getting over the stigma of mental health in Montana.  She has developed a television program and 
several magazines.  She would like to do a magazine for every LAC which includes businesses 
paying for advertisements and coupons which could be used at restaurants and hotels.   She would 
also like to access Big Sky local television and statewide access to Montana.  She will forward 
website and power point presentation to members of the board.  Alicia wondered if this board can 
earn money.  Tammy didn’t know if she could be on the board and earn money from an association 
with the board.  
 
Robin: The Gains Program – Robin handed out a mock up of the National Gains Center as a followup 
to the training she was sent for – Developing Comprehensive Plan for Mental Health & Collaborative 
Justice.  She would like a consumer relations committee to bring speakers in from trauma informed 
care.  She suggested in getting initiatives going without going through legislature.  She would like to 
see all people in medical and judicial systems be trained in trauma informed care.  She would like to 
have an active committee going.  James said there are three people in Great Falls who are Forensic 
Peer Support.  Lenore suggested the consumer relations committee be reinacted.   
 
Alicia would like to have time on the agenda for August to perform an exercise and will send out 
questions to take back to LACs for feedback.  
 
Adjournment: David moved to adjourn, Molly seconded, majority voted 
 
Next Meeting will be August 27th at Disability Rights Montana  
 
in Helena from 10am-3pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jeanette Kotecki 


