
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
October 26, 2012 10 am- 3 pm   
2401 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
Minutes 
 
I.  Meeting called to order:  The meeting was officially called to order by Andrea Lower at 10:08 
a.m. by Andrea Lower. 

Board Members:, Jeanette Kotecki,  Mavis Young Bear, James Gustafson, Tom Peluso, Mike Murray,  Dr. Jodi 

Daly, Betsy Garrigues, Sydney Blair, Jill Brodin, Cindy Smith, Andrea Lower, Brett Linnewebber, Sally 
Miller, Brian Garrity, Louise Livingood. 

AMDD: Kristi Rydeen, Dr. Bobbi Renner, Sharon Clark 

Absent: Jane Wilson , Alicia Smith (excused), Robin Johnson (excused) Tammy Kevwitch, John Wilkinson 
(excused),  Lenore Stiffarm 

Guest:  Ray Roberts (family), Sally Miller (VA rep.) 

Check In/Quorum:  Andrea called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.  A quorum was present.   

Approval Minutes:  Reviewed July 2012 minutes.  Minutes were reviewed, corrections were discussed and 
made.  A motion was made by Jodi Daly, a second came from Becky Garrigues.  Andrea asked for discussion.  
A vote was called, the motion passed unopposed.   

Review of Items:  RSVP’s and annual report. A brief review of the need to RSVP with regards to lunch and 
the discussion with regards as to not missing more than three meetings.  Tom Peluso asked for discussion in 
regards to the annual report.  It was stated that the Board approved of the revised report as previously 
written.  Tom Peluso questioned why the original report submitted was changed.  It was explained by Jodi 
Daly that AMDD sent a letter to Alicia asking for changes.  Tom asked that a note be made that the originally 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 

 



 

 

submitted report was questioned by AMDD and that a revision occurred.  The executive committee made the 
changes and has the authority to do so with time lines.  Tom asked Kristi for clarification of why some content 
was not welcome or included in the report.  

Welcome to Sharon who replaced Dennis Cox.  She lives in Anaconda.  She has attended seven LAC 
meetings, and two SAA meetings.   

PUBLIC COMMENT: none 

II. Monthly updates:  

AMDD:  Kristi Rydeen announced Glenda Oldenburg’s appointment as the new Adult Division Bureau Chief.  
Cindy Jensen has resigned.  Dr. Bobbi Renner wanted the CSAA to know what regular reports were being 
generated internally that may be useful for providers and CSAA’s to use.  She asked if there were any specific 
data needs or reports for the LAC in preparation of the upcoming legislation.   Tom Peluso stated that Gallatin 
County would benefit from additional data on how the jail diversion services in place impacted the admissions.    

Reports:  

LAC Reports:  

Gallatin County LAC–Tom Peluso passed around the revised By-laws developed for their LAC.   He 
read exerts from the report to Gallatin County legislators from the MH advisory council , stating ” 
Louise went beyond reporting what the kids system wanted from us. We thought it was important to 
support the other organizations and their interests.”  Tom talked about current projects in Gallatin 
County around jail diversion ad CIT training.  He shared a draft of the report for the legislators by the 
LAC.    

Park County (Livingston): Kristi talked about the conference from Dr. Barry Duncan on consumer 
outcome measures.  Two members out of the Livingston Drop in Center (DIC) attended the training are 
considering how they would use this training for applicability of the tool.   

Helena LAC:  Jodi talked about Lewis & Clark County receiving Eli Lily money for the Drop in Center, 
Crisis Center/E.D beds, and CRT team.  She announced the C4MH will assume the operations of the 
DIC December 1st.  The county is moving forward with building a crisis facility and E.D. beds.  On 
Monday, a number of people from Lewis & Clark County will take a tour of the Gallatin County Crisis 
Center facility. 

Great Falls –James reported that the LAC did not meet this last month.  

Havre LAC – Cindy stated that the LAC did not meet due to many conflicts however plan to have their 
strategic planning this month.    

Hays -TiNellnKiin center- Mavis gave the report for Lenore who was planning on attending the 
meeting, however did not make it down.  Mavis is working on a CDBG grant for health for a larger 
facility. It will focus on wellness; specifically recreation and mental health out reach..   

FORT BELKNAP: No report given. 



 

 

PROVIDER REPORTS:  

WMMHC:  Jodi talked about the collaboration between agencies to bring Dr. Duncan back to Montana 
to reach additional agencies. 40-50 people were present; Peer Specialists, AMDD and other with 
varying direct care providers.  In January or February, Western Montana Mental Health (WMMHC) is 
sending eight members and two MCDC to train the trainers to learn how to implement and train on 
using the tool.  This initiative will be rolled out in other campus/areas in the state.  Tom was invited to 
talk about the current campus and expansion needs.  Tom talked about the six person living facility 
and other space for development.  Tom stated that they had considered doing some long term children 
services and rehab/Chemical Dependency services, so they built on additional space/wing for 
conference rooms, staff needs, and other community needs. 

C4MH: Jodi talked about the process of Center for Mental Health (C4MH) assuming the operations of 
the DIC and how they will work with stakeholders and peers for making plans and decisions on what 
model will be used.  She announced the good fortune of having an APRN “being dropped in our lap”. 
“It looks like a good possibility that this provider will sign with C4MH”.  Helena is moving forward on 
the IMR training program.  (29th, 30th of Nov.)  Assist training is coming to Helena.  The Voices of Hope 
(VOH) will be providing the Assist training.   

Sydney talked about the community needs assessments that took place in Havre and Great Falls. A 
survey was sent out prior to the event to different stakeholders coalitions.  The survey was used for 
discussion; What are the trends and perceptions?  There were similar themes in the two focus groups;  
youth transitions, access to services, de-stigmatizing services and crisis services.  These outcomes 
were synonymous with other coalitions and groups (i.e. MHOAC, SOC, and NAMI). 

CIT Efforts:  Tom Peluso stated that there are two larger efforts: Bozeman, & Helena.  Billings is 
another party that is interested in continuing to develop this initiative. Deb Matteucci is working with 
these entities to increase the number of trained officers.  Tom stated that there are discussions around 
the possibility of hiring a state director for follow up and integration of collaborations for maximum 
effectiveness of the training.  They are looking at getting the trainers from on the Memphis model to 
come here; just training the officers doesn’t make a successful program.  The community needs to 
work together collaboratively to make the system successful.  Only those working together have the 
desired outcome to support the mission.  

MHOAHC report:  Jodi gave reported on the meeting in September which was primarily around 
organizing the committees and orienting new board members  to the purpose and function of MHOAC.  
Much of that time was spent redefining the priorities and purpose of the sub committees; a priority of 
the committees is to address the youth crisis services.  A children’s crisis grant will come out in January 
to support youth and families in crisis. The grant is for approximately a million dollars to figure out how 
they want to deal with youth crisis. There is a sub committee looking at licensing issues and changing 
rules to support. The board held a discussion on how often we would meet and the effectiveness of 
these meetings, trying to redefine what we do. Brett commented that although he was not present at 
this meeting, these were similar issues from previous MHOAC meetings. Kristi Rydeen added a 
comment pertaining to the MHOAC meetings that the MHOAC board recognizes the importance of not 
using acronyms in reports or that prohibit stakeholders from understanding the systems and the issues. 



 

 

MHOAC established these three priorities for committees: transitions; youth in transition to adult 
services; crisis services for adult and youth and education, prevention and wellness.   

Biennial & Strategic Plan: October 31st, 2012:   

Sally Miller presented a draft of a strategic plan as an approach or temp plate for the final draft of the 
strategic plan. Every two years a strategic plan is required to accompany the annual report requirement 
for AMDD.  Sally stated that she took information from the CSAA report to develop the strategic plan 
report.  Andrea suggested that we take ten minutes to review for discussion and development of the 
report.  Kristi would like to see outcomes on the report.  The contractor is to create a strategic plan 
consistent with the President’s Freedom Commission and SAMHSA’s recovery principles.  The draft is 
due by October 31st.  Alicia had asked if it needs to be two reports; Kristi does not believe it needs to 
be.  Discussion of expanding the report to include other items in addition to the committee areas; Brett 
has sent (via email) the elements from previous discussions.  Brett suggested that the Tom and other 
board members could send their additional pieces to the executive committee who would add these 
pieces and submit the final draft to AMDD. Address any corrections and have the committee review it 
later.  Brett made a motion that we take ten minutes to review the material to make sure the content is 
covered and grant the word-smithing to the executive committee.  He suggested that after AMDD has 
reviewed the report and given feedback that the boards grant the executive committee the authority to 
make any recommended modifications.  Mike Murray seconded.  Discussion: Tom stated that we 
should have comments and content prior to the report being submitted and that he is uncomfortable 
with giving the executive committees the cart blanch to submit the report without oversight and input.  
Motion carried by vote.   

III. LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES: 

IV.     COMMITTEES MEET 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

PEER SUPPORT COMMITTEE:    

CRISIS COMMITTEE:   

POLICY COMMITTEE:   

V. OLD BUSINESS:  

VI. TREASURER’S REPORT:  
 

Jodi Daly passed out the treasurer’s report for discussion.  This report covers September 2012. The outliers 
were bills from Wingate not previously submitted.  Wingate just now billed for 2011 stay.  Jodi asked that 
people staying at the Wingate bring a copy of the bill to the meetings for updating the account.  Otherwise it 
will continue to throw off the balance.  Jodi needs the request from LACs for funding/support to reconcile the 
year-end.  Jodi and others have called the Wingate multiple times for coordinating the bills and accurate 
reporting. For example she is getting bills for other non CSAA members.  Discussion ensued for clarification on 
whether or not to use the state rate for meals and how many meals a person may claim depending on their 
length of stay or, if breakfast is included in the hotel’s service.  State meal rates are; five, six, and twelve for 



 

 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Sydney Motioned to approve the treasurer’s report and Brett seconded the 
motion.  Andrea asked for discussion.  Mike asked about the bank fees.  Andrea asked for a vote.  The motion 
was carried.  A motioned was made by Mike Murray to adopt the states rules for per diem.  Brett seconded.     
Discussion was on including travel to the original motion.  Andrea asked for a vote.  The motioned carry.  

VII.      NEW BUSINESS:  Andrea and Alicia will give a report on MHOAC from June’s summit.  It was 
suggested that we add the strategic plan to the monthly agenda as a working document for review and 
discussion.  Andrea suggested that we have Brett put on the web the five legislative priorities of our CSAA for 
review.  

VIII. Next Meeting: December 14th, 2012  

Mike motioned for the meeting to adjourn, Brett seconded.  The board vote carried the motion.  

IX. Adjournment:  1:25 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 2012 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• November/December 2012 –December 14, 2012 
• January 25, 2013 
• February/March 2013* --March 1, 2013—Nominations for new Board 

Members; election at Congress 
• April/May 2013 –Combined Congress & Board Meeting –April 5, 12 or 19 
• June 29, 2013 

 
Contractual Obligations: 
 

 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due November 2012 
 Annual Report due August 1, 2013 


