
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
September 23, 2011  10 am- 3 pm   
2727 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA Board 
will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to address 
the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take action on the 
issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the issue on a 
subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting determines the 
amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
Minutes 
I. 10 am Call to Order: Alicia Smith 

Check In/Quorum:  Board Members – have a quorum – Cindy Smith, Jeanette Kotecki, Aneta Jones, Jane 
Wilson, Lenore Stiffarm, Sally Miller, Dennis Cox, Jodi Daly, Tom Peluso, Louise Livingood, Krissy Gillespie, 
Joe Moll, Mike Murray, Betsy Garrigues, Andrea Lower, John Wilkinson, Jeffrey Krott 

 Approval Minutes - change working on trauma informed care Motion - passed 

 Public Comment  Public – none 

 Housekeeping: Coffee issue:  volunteers who brought coffee – Andrea brought an urn & coffee, John 
Wilkinson authorized to take care of liquid needs.  Motion passed. 

II.      OLD BUSINESS:  

Introductions:  Krissy is Dan Ladd’s replacement – she has been working at the center for mental health 
and is a licensed clinical social worker.  She will send around some business cards.   

Robin  - She and Dan Aune have read the book Creating Sanctuary by Sandra Bloom and would like 
anyone interested to get the book and start a group for conversation.   

COMMITTEES MEET: Alicia handed out the committee worksheets and spoke of the need to have the 
information in order to meet AMDD needs.  Committees will be sent the electronic version and keep track 
of their own progress.   The LACs will now start the practice of keeping track of goals and priorities on 
similar format in order to create. Secretaries to update the work plans.  Mental Health Services to also be 
doing focus groups and can be added to plans.  Collaboration – at some point get on with AMDD that the 
committee plans coordinate with AMDD expectations.   

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 



 

 

• Peer Committee to Peer/Drop-In Center/Waivers/Day Treatment – Dennis spoke of nursing home 
waivers – over 18 and eligible for Medicaid.  You must live in that area and you must need nursing 
home level of care.  There are 18 slots left for senior long term care.  Goal is to come back next 
month with what peer support is happening across state. 

• Crisis – welcomed Sally Miller to join group.  Jane will get in touch with James and will get 
questions on crisis response for each county.  James will email everyone and get series of questions 
to board to bring back for November/December meeting.  They are working on a calendar for CIT 
training.  They are looking for job descriptions for peer support specialists.  Sally will see if Veterans 
have peer support.  Cascade county sheriff’s office is trying to build a training center.  They want to 
bring back lessons learned, people to contact, and info on what is working well and CIT for youth.   

• Membership and Strategic Planning – building public awareness – CSAAs job is to identify the 
critical needs in area and gain influence and let people know what is happening.  We only letting 
about 30 people know we are meeting so Mike Murray has provided information to help with 
getting the information out.  Group feels there needs to be a data base for county commissioners 
and others necessary to be on mailing list.  This could possibly be combined into what the web 
server does.  Group will have suggested format by next meeting.  They reviewed the material 
available for toolbox, toolkit and each member will review – this includes outline of critical needs – 
last one was 2007 – will look at needs that have emerged since then.  It is very important for 
everyone to get contacts for CSAA to have as a contact list.   
 

Contact List and Web Site – Molly stated Jennifer is currently living in adult foster care and she is unable to 
work the website because she can’t access the Internet and she needs the $100 per month at the 
beginning of the month. Alicia said she is willing to help Jennifer update the website.  Jeffrey said she is 
only able to get to the library to do the Internet and she lives way out of town and the reception is limited.  
Jeffrey has dedicated Internet at his house and he is offering to allow her to come to his house and utilize 
the Internet access.  Jennifer’s circumstance will change shortly as she is going to be moving into her own 
place.  John motioned to adopt that the CSAA pay someone to clean up website, get it up to date, and 
after one year the board will look at Jennifer taking it over again.  Tom seconded – motion passed    

Alicia asked the board if they would like to hire someone to create a list of contacts for the board to notify.  
John stated he thought we should take time to create these lists. Tom wanted to go ahead with creating a 
list. Sally stated some people may not want to be on lists and there should be several lists – one for 
legislature, one for new drugs, etc.  Cindy wanted to make sure we were in accordance with by-laws and 
that new webmaster is not an employee of Alicia.  Tom is very mindful of lists and that he sends only to 
blind copy.  Alicia would like to see the website having the database and people could sign up on the 
website.  Alicia will notify Jennifer and will work with someone on new website.  Committee will notify 
board when ready to go ahead with database.  Cindy suggested that the website expectations need to be 
outlines.  Alicia will draft letter to Jennifer thanking her for her work on the website and relieving her of the 
website duties.   

   Committees Report 

• AMDD Report: Krissy/AMDD/ Cop’s - this week she has been hitting on all the SAA meetings and 
will be better prepared at the next meeting.  She spoke of AMDD priorities and will bring that next time 
to share.  She stated Dr. Lee Simms is the new director for AMDD.  He does consultations to children’s 
bureau, helping Cindy Jensen on clinical side for eligibility, spends two days per month in Lewistown at 
state facility, and consults with facilitators on cases and meds, doing training in Bozeman.   The 
recovery grants scoring sheets and will be in contact with committee members on Monday.  Krissy is in 
the process of updating LAC handbooks and toolkits.  She is updating maps of LACs and the brochure.   



 

 

• LAC Reports: Great Falls (Joe) Met in September and finally got the check and into the bank account.  
Had a table for the vet’s Stand-down – it lasted 3 days.  Elected officers but put off the treasurer and 
secretary and will recruit next month.  Chose to give $150 to homeless student outreach program 
recipient.   Havre (Cindy) will not meet until next week -  Lewis & Clark (Jeffrey) they are restructuring, 
they are going through and having the county help them with plans on restructuring.  Are looking at 
having a model that is based on Bozeman’s LAC - Gallatin (Andrea) earlier this week there was a team 
from Virginia that visited on an educational grant looking at mental health services – they sat down 
with what works here and there.  The Virginia people were shown facilities in Gallatin County and some 
information was ways to improve their services.  Jodi stated it was a technical assistance grant 
between two states.  It really shown a spotlight on Gallatin County and how it is becoming well known.  
     

• PROVIDERS: Bozeman (Jodi) Law and justice committee met and combined their efforts and came up 
with statistics on admissions to Montana State hospital.  There is a significant decrease to Montana 
State hospital.  People are staying in their communities and fewer are being committed.  The 
communities are Butte and Bozeman.  Emergency detention admits are down.  Children’s 
comprehensive in schools took some pretty significant hit and had to redo their budget and Center of 
Mental Health took a huge hit.  Provider rates are something that CSAA can look at – anything that 
impacts how mental services are provided for – The crisis response team is down to one member.  
There will be no crisis beds.  They may open up a group home.  They did hire a director of southwest 
services. (Great Falls – Joe) the peer office is running in the black.  He wishes they could bill someone 
on the phone.  They are sending two more people to train in Arizona.  -  Havre (Cindy) working on 
building partnerships with mental health providers around the state.  There is a ways to go.  There is a 
lack of resources everywhere.  They need practicitioners for them to refer patients to.  (VA – Sally) the 
most exciting thing happened at the VA conference because the top person spoke and said I don’t 
know anything about what you do but I do know what we deliver and measurable outcomes.  He is 
very into the families.  They now have the first female in the top mental health job and she is very 
open minded about what the VA needs.  In the process of doing an inventory to find out who is where 
and who is doing what for the state of Montana.  They are trying to get to the families before the 
deployment. 

 

MOHAC report – lots of new people and spent majority of time working on that.  Children’s crisis world has 
no data and what and how do we deal with children’s crisis services.   

Alicia – there is a Marine sergeant and she is the freedom fellowship officer and she has been tasked with 
writing a bill that Max Baucus was going to introduce next week.  It is a group that is against anyone in 
the military service having a service dog.  They want this group to train the dogs but they can’t have them. 
They wanted the term that dogs perform work or tasks.  Psychiatric service dogs are a right.   

III. TREASURER’S REPORT:  
 

• Jodi Board Comment/Motion - Dan Aune is still the judiciary because we are waiting on 
AMDD report.  From Dan Aune’s report is that 70% of money goes to travel.  She would like the 
board look at whether we want to have as many meetings and how we would like to look at the 
budget and where the money is going.  Tom states that CSAA’s money is not to finance the LACs.  
There are two to three people that are consuming over half of the travel expense.   

 

John Wilkinson (NASW) showed a handout for brochure “Counseling Children and Families with Complex 
Needs” – this is showing families that they can do it. 



 

 

 

Jeffrey would like to ask this organization if they would like to work with other organizations to 
memorialize people with mental illness that have died or taken their lives because of the illness and use it 
as a campaign to use it as the seriousness to take of mental illness.   

IV.      NEW BUSINESS: 

• 1 pm  Speaker – Clare Lemke – Mental Health and Tobacco Dependence  
 

V. Next Meeting:    October 28, 2011       
  

VI. Adjournment 
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