
 

 
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Meeting Minutes - December 12th, 2016 
 

IN ATTENDANCE:  
Voting Members Present: Shirley Kaufman, Deborah McAtee, Renee McLendon, Betty Stroock, Lori 
Reynolds, Carol Townsend, Jan Bjork, KC MgLaughlin, Tonya Horn, Commissioner Joe Skinner 

Members absent: Nancy Filbin, Dr. Donna Kelsch, Tom Peluso, Susan Wordal, Sgt. Jim Anderson, 
Vickie Groeneweg, Shelly Johnson, Anna Saverud, 

Advocacy Members present: Rebecca Adams, Rick Gale, Chad Berg, Tracy Knoedler, Matt Caires, and 
Edward Szczypinski 

Staff: Sarah Gracey 

------------------ 

Introductions:  Ms. McAtee asked members to introduce themselves and give an example of a future 
headline they would like to see regarding mental health in Gallatin County. 

Announcements:  Chelsey Pengra is joining the MHLAC Board as a Law Enforcement representative.  
Mr. Gale passed out a flyer from the Greater Gallatin Homeless Action Coalition’s presentation with 
Community Connect on January 27, 2017 at First Presbyterian Church. 

Approval of Minutes December 12, 2016: Mr. Skinner made a motion to approve the December 12th 
meeting minutes as presented. Ms. Reynolds seconded the motion. All voted aye. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

NEW BUSINESS  
Review of 2016-Successes and Not-So-Much 
Chair McAtee asked what LAC has done this past year (2016).  Ms. Kaufman said the resource guide 
was very helpful for reaching out to the community, and working in schools, and the radio 
commercial resulted in a full class for NAMI.  Ms. Strook suggested a meeting with legislators prior to 
the beginning of the legislative session would increase efficiency. Ms. Reynolds reported that the 
mini grant program has started.  Mr. Skinner stated there are holes in programs that need to be 
identified and corrected.  Mr. Caires reported that funding to hire new counselors for suicide 
prevention has doubled, and MSU is hiring master/doctoral counselors to fill that role.  He also gave 
the statistics of suicide among college students.  Ms. McLendon spoke on how the schools work to 
help students with mental illness.  Mr. Caires noted that MSU’s Care Team/Behavior Team and 
Campus Safety & Wellness Team meet weekly to review students of concern.  Mr. Peluso said all 
campus police officers have been trained in CIT, which is essential to crisis prevention, and the 
Mental Health Center is partners with the MSU Help Center. Mr. Caires said a new campus police 
chief is needed as the current chief is retiring.  Ms. Townsend reported that the Help Center will roll 
out data on all calls received by the crisis line, and that youths are more likely to text instead of call. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Goals for 2017 
Ms. McAtee asked members to come up with one broader goal for 2017.  Ms. Strook suggested 
emergency and long-term care for community youth.  Mr. Peluso pointed out that if the focus was on 
youth we would have to be the center for the project.  A duplication of the Hope House for youth 
was not feasible as only 6% of the budget is allocated for community services for children, and the 
remainder is taken out of state.  Ms. Strook disagreed with this statement due to lack of data.  Ms. 
McLaughlin stated it is a bigger process to get children into a facility since Medicare will not cover 
the cost.  Ms. Knoedler would like to see a focus on child and maternal deaths.  She stated the Butte 
community action team is similar to the LAC and partners with schools to prevent suicide. Ms. 
Reynolds suggested an emergency safe house to allow caregivers a break, or a group home for 
adults with schizophrenia. Ms. Horn would like a committee for Mental Health for Homeless, and Mr. 
Szczypinski asked if this committee could work with homeless youth as well.  Ms. Townsend 
reported that the MHA child-centered mental health initiative will identify gaps and strengths to help 
the community care for children in need.  Mr. Berg identified the problem with shelter care for crisis 
stabilization for youth or to assist families in need of care is not knowing which gaps to fill.  AltaCare, 
Help Center, AWARE, and a Youth in Crisis suicidal threat assessment are in place within the schools.  
If the child exceeds local limits, they must be sent to another facility or out of state.  If they fall below 
the level of need they may not qualify for all programs.  Mr. Wright suggested starting with a gap 
analysis to identify the problem areas and gather information.  Ms. Townsend and Ms. Adams agreed 
to make this the next goal of MHLAC.  Ms. Strook and Mr. Szczypinski volunteered to compile the 
information. 
 
Mr. Peluso informed the committee that the Crisis Service and Emergency Mental Health is close to 
losing funding, which will be devastating.  Representative Jon Knokey, who serves on the Joint 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Health and Human Services, should be contacted regarding House 
Bill 2 immediately.  Mr. Skinner suggested Mike Harris could be able to get information to Mr. 
Knokey.   
 
Ms. McAtee summarized the action items as 1) contacting the legislature regarding House Bill 2, 2) 
gather information regarding mental health needs in our community, and 3) long-term strategic 
planning.   
 

Next Meeting: February 13, 2017  
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