
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

May 12, 2014 – MINUTES 

_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Susan Wordal, Jerry Johnson, Sgt. Jim Anderson, Mel 

Howe, Jacob Wagner, Matt Kelley, Tom Peluso, Renee McLendon, Sally Miller, Erica 

Skinger, Jan Bjork, Lori Marchak, Vickie Groeneweg, JoAnne Naro, Dr. Donna Kelsch 

Members absent: Shelly Johnson, Betsy Garrigues, Honora Ganey, Commissioner Pierre 

Martineau 

Advocacy Members present: Scott Malloy, Ellie Martin, Chad Berg, Isaac Coy, Shirley 

Kaufman 

Guests: Kelley Harrington, Deborah McAtee, Emily Krushefski, Chesey Voegele, Tammy 

Kevwitch 

Staff: Glenda Howze 

-------------- 

Welcome and Introductions  

 

Public Comment – Ms. Skinger stated that she did a search in the yellow pages on mental 

health resources.  This needs to be tweaked.  CHIP and the MSU Human Development 

Clinic would be good to be listed.  She came up with 22 things for this group to consider.  

Mr. Howe stated that the ACLU has studied the hospital and prison system and wondered 

where the results could be found.  Chair Wordal suggested that he contact the State of 

Montana or Google ACLU/Montana.  Mr. Peluso suggested Disability Rights of Montana 

                                                                                                                                                          

Approval of Minutes – Mr. Malloy asked for a correction to the April minutes, noting that 

the Mental Health Center served 62 youth through CRT, not 200.  Mr. Howe made a motion 

to approve the minutes as amended.  Ms. Miller seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  

Motion carried unanimously.    
 

Confirmation of Decision re: Financial Contribution to the Mental Health & Happiness 

Resource Guide and the Happy Montana website at www.HappyMontana.com –  Chair 

Wordal stated that a majority of Council members voted via email to work with Tammy to 

write the Gilhousen grant and then support the project up to $750 if the grant is not 

successful, assuming editorial rights on the Gallatin County portion and input on 

distribution of copies in Gallatin County.  Mr. Peluso asked for clarification and if there 

was any opportunity for reconsideration.  Chair Wordal reiterated the motion: “Move we 

agree to partner with HappyMontana to apply for a grant from the Gilhausen Foundation 

for publication of the Resource Guide and, pledge, if the grant is not successful, to 

support the project with up to $750 from the GCMHLAC.  The partnership and pledge are 

conditioned on the GCMHLAC having editorial control of Gallatin County resource content, 

having a publication date on or before June 21, 2014, having participation in the 

distribution of the copies earmarked for Gallatin County.”   Ms. Kevwitch stated that she 

needs something to include in the guide for Veterans.  The Gilhousen grant is for $5,000.  



A $750.00 contribution by the LAC guarantees a black and white publication.  The $5,000 

grant would allow for color and greater reproduction.  She also noted that she is able to 

dedicate a large number of pages to Gallatin County and the LAC can review and comment 

on the articles submitted from Gallatin County as long as it is done within the timeframe 

needed to get the publication submitted for printing on time. Ms. Krushefsky stated that 

her group submitted an article and Tammy did a very nice job of putting it together and 

allowed opinion and edits as well.  Mr. Peluso asked if the publication is dependent on 

receiving the $5,000 from Gilhousen and Ms. Kevwitch stated that it is not.  If the Park 

and Gallatin LAC’s contribute as requested the publication will move forward.  Mr. Peluso 

stated that he would prefer we go forward without applying for the Gilhousen Foundation 

Grant.  They are a major contributor to the needs in Gallatin County and it is important 

that we not “nickel and dime” them, we should fund this locally.  Chair Wordal stated that 

the motion was already voted on to proceed and this discussion item is ratification of that 

motion and votes only.  Motion carried with all voting aye and Mr. Peluso abstaining.  Dr. 

Kelsch and Sally Miller will be the point people to work with Tammy on the application and 

Gallatin portion of the publication.  Ms. Skinger suggested that Ms. Kevwitch may need a 

letter saying what we’ve decided.  Chair Wordal stated that we’ll get the grant written and 

then write a letter of support from the Council.  She also asked other agencies to write 

letters of support for the grant application if they are so inclined. 

 

Presentation by and Discussion with Program Committee – Ms. Naro distributed the 

notes from the Program committee.  Ms. Martin stated that there is a new youth program 

at the State that hasn’t demonstrated efficacy yet.  They need more (operation) time to 

determine if it is the best one for where we are.  Ms. Naro stated that the notes include 

some services that need to be include that were important to various committee members.  

She noted that they were thinking facility, but there are some services that can be 

provided without bricks and mortar, such as those that YDI offer.  The Programming 

Committee focused on not where but what is needed.  What does the program look like?  

Transportation of kids is one piece that does need to be addressed.  Ms. Miller stated 

that Programming and Site need to talk to each other.  The number of beds also needs to 

be determined as they further the work on site.  Ms. Naro stated that the project is in 

phases in connection to other systems.  Sgt. Anderson stated that there are so many 

variables unsolved.  The facility originally was the focus but we need to look at what we 

want to happen.  We limit our success if we say we need “this building” without having all of 

our needs figured out.  Chair Wordal stated that the Legislative Committee can’t 

determine specifically what needs to be done until the programming area is done and know 

whether we will be looking at office space or a facility.  Chair Wordal mentioned HB 131 

but was later corrected as that is a CIT grant for adult services.  She also noted that we 

need to be willing to be flexible and look at all options to determine what is best.  Ms. 

Skinger inquired about the County Commissioners making the final decision and need to be 

informed.  Chair Wordal stated that until we have better substance then we don’t have 

anything to present to them.  She noted that Commissioner Martineau sits on this 

committee and he is informing the other Commissioners as well progress as well.   



Mr. Peluso stated that the document distributed by the Programming Committee is 

remarkable.  In addition he stated we need to not be insular in our work and make sure to 

distribute this to the Children and Family committee, SAA, newspaper, etc. so that people 

know what we are doing.  Chair Wordal stated that this document is essentially a list of 

things necessary to provide services to children.  This needs to be the basis for a position 

paper to advocate for children.  These are the things that we need, this is what we have, 

this is where we are, this is where we want to go and this is what we need to get there.  

Dr. Kelsch stated that everyone needs to review the document and provide input.  Mr. 

Malloy cautioned the group about distributing the document as it is a lot of cut and paste 

information that doesn’t have citations for where the material came from – much of it is 

word for word.  He noted that there is a statewide initiative addressing youth services and 

drafting legislation for youth.  There are representatives from each program attending 

the interim meetings.  They will be recommending a bill on what they think needs to happen 

and we should be in line to receive that information and use it as basis for moving forward 

in our own community.  Chair Wordal stated that we need to pull all of the information 

together, talk about what each of the (five) groups are doing and this document will help 

us do that.  Eventually it can shift from being a dream list to a position paper.  Mr. Malloy 

stated that Site and Programming have talked a lot.  We have the land and a facility will 

come in time.  That discussion has been agreed upon.  Ms. Skinger stated that we might 

have the site picked out but there is a lot more than bricks and mortar.  She suggested 

that we need to hold off on the report because we still have discussion on that point.  Ms. 

Martin reiterated that we do not have enough information on what is working well in the 

state to make a recommendation. She also reiterated that we can’t submit this document 

without references and citations.  Chair Wordal stated that the document came be a 

framework to get to a position statement.  We can make the attributions and shift things 

around.  She also noted that there have been a lot of conversations in the Legislative 

group about office versus facility and who and how is it funded.  If we are looking to tie 

into the hospital, if the hospital is involved then they are obligated to provide staff.  How 

do we staff and build?  There is also concern about cooperation with Doctors and getting 

them on board to help.  There are benefits to operating under the umbrella of the 

hospital.  These are all conversations about the bigger picture. Programming is the key 

turning point.  Ms. Kaufman stated that she is part of the Program Committee and they 

have addressed a lot but much of it isn’t appropriate right now.  It all takes time.  It is 

huge to address staffing.  An individual can be stabilized but that doesn’t mean they stay 

stabilized.  There are two big issues – proper staffing and wrap around.  Ms. Bjork asked 

who sits on the Montana Children’s Initiative.  Mr. Malloy stated that representatives 

from every major mental health provider in the State sits on it and is giving feedback.  

That will be the guide to gaining support in the next legislative session.  Chair Wordal 

asked if we could anticipate another bill in the next session. Mr. Malloy stated that we can.  

Chair Wordal asked how we can comment and if Mr. Malloy can tell the drafters that the 

LAC wishes to comment.  Mr. Malloy stated that he has told them about the work of the 

LAC and noted that there is probably a process for distributing the draft for review.  Mr. 

Peluso asked that this group be added as a recipient of the review.  Mr. Kelley stated that 



there are things the LAC can be doing now that don’t have to wait for the big picture.  We 

could identify certain needs before bricks and mortar that can later mesh with the State 

level findings.  Chair Wordal asked that the group provide feedback on the document to 

Ms. Naro within 10 days.   

 

Chair Wordal stated that YDI has had a program that has been running for a long time.  

The Shelter Care model was a business model. Ours is not.  It may be a good idea to create 

a comparative position paper that would converge at a certain point.  Mr. Malloy reiterated 

that the MT Children’s Initiative is an advocacy group and they have a lobbyist.  Every 

major provider is involved in their group.  They are working with YDI as well as many 

others.  Chair Wordal stated that she feels confident we are moving forward on the same 

track and will converge our work eventually.  The deadline for comments is May 23rd and 

the next meeting is June 9th.  Mr. Berg stated that it is important to make sure we aren’t 

duplicating services or efforts and we need to be careful about potential conflict of 

interest as well. 

 










