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In attendance:  Members present: Shelly Johnson, Ryan Hickey, Erica Skinger, Dr. Donna 
Kelsch, Renee McLendon, JoAnne Naro, Honora Ganey, Lori Marchak, Jan Bjork, 
Commissioner Pierre Martineau, Vickie Groeneweg, Matt Kelley, Tom Peluso and Susan 
Wordal 
Members absent: Sgt. Jim Anderson, Deborah McAtee, Anna Saverud, Betsy Garrigues, 
and Melvin Howe 
Advocacy Members present: Isaac Coy, Kenny Bell, Alicia Smith, Scott Malloy, and Andrea 
Lower 
Guests: Rick Gale, Candace Anderson, Alyssa Sterazza, April Buonamici, Michelle 
Jermunson, Art Wittich, Chris Pope, Karynn Thompson, JP Pomnichowski, Siobhan 
Gilmartin, Jeannie Brown, Jennifer Madgic, Ashley Stevick, Alan Redfield, Vicki Schultz, 
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Piccolo, Kathleen Williams, Rebecca Adams, Don Seifert, Zach Brown, Anna Freeman, Peter 
Davis, Cody Shroyer, Jocelyn Stoody, Denise Hayman and Tom Woods 
Staff: Glenda Howze 

-------------- 
Welcome and Introductions  
 
Discussion with Legislators and Candidates Regarding Mental Health Needs in Gallatin 
County:  Chair Wordal provided an overview of the day’s discussion and the work of the 
MHLAC.  Ms. Naro provided a demonstration of the 238 suicides in Montana last year.  Ms. 
McLendon shared a personal story of mental illness in her family.  Ms. McLaughlin asked 
Ms. McLendon what the best things locally that helped her and helped her daughter and 
Ms. McLendon stated that NAMI and the CIT Officers were most helpful.   
 
Dr. Kelsch reiterated that Gallatin County needs youth services.  Mr. Kelley has been a 
part of the Children’s Initiative. He noted that thinking about what could happen to kids in 
the future is frightening.  The Initiative is looking at all of the resources and assets that 
are available, and all of the organizations, providers, institutions, etc. are working together 
to find solutions.  One thing that came from the Initiative is “Project Launch” which is 
geared towards children 0-8.  Gallatin County was awarded a grant from SAMSA in the 
amount of $500,000 for this project.  The plan is to identify the social and emotional 
needs of kids and work to connect them with resources.  This is a collaboration of the 
Gallatin City County Health Department, Gallatin Mental Health Center and Thrive.  There 
are crisis services for kids but Project Launch hopes to identify kids before they reach 
the point of crisis.  The grant covers Gallatin and Park County. 
 
Chair Wordal provided an explanation of the packet provided to the Legislators and 
candidates.  Ms. Marchak provided an explanation of the “Sharing Stories” project.  Mr. 



Peluso stated that he is proud of Gallatin County and how far it has come.  He gave a 
background, beginning with Healthy Communities and the work stakeholders did to develop 
the LAC and the current Mental Health services offered here.  Candidate Jeannie Brown 
inquired about the need for an adult group home.  Mr. Malloy explained that these have not 
been popular or utilized well enough to be economically feasible in other communities.  Ms. 
McLaughlin stated that we are shipping kids out of state, which is very costly.  Ms. Naro 
stated that the biggest issue at this time is crisis stabilization for youth at night.  
 
Discussion took place regarding transportation and land for a youth facility.  Mr. Malloy 
stated that there is transportation and acreage hasn’t been formally committed but there 
is land available if there are concrete plans in place for a facility. A big thing missing is 
funding for a facility and a system for provision of care.  At the state level funding for 
kids at that level of care needs to be sustainable.  Mr. Malloy also noted that second on 
the list of priorities from his perspective is a co-occurring facility for those with 
substance abuse and mental health issues – detox/treatment.  Ms. Smith stated that half 
of those patients with mental illness are co-occurring.  Ms. Skinger stated that the Billing 
Gazette has a lot of stories that can be searched and the DPHHS website as well.  
Candidate Chris Pope asked if there is another community that we could emulate.  Dr. 
Kelsch stated that we have been looking at other State’s services, such as in Colorado, but 
there isn’t anything in Montana to mirror.  There needs to be a partnership of schools, 
parents, provides, etc.  Ms. Rebecca Adams stated that there are a couple of states with 
success, but they are moving away from the state hospital setting to mini-hospitals with 
long term care.  These are tending to be more financially sounds.  Mr. Peluso stated that 
these are called BHIF’s, Behavioral Health Inpatient Facilities were designed for just this 
purpose.  They are 16 beds or less.  The State put out an RFP for them a few years ago 
with no takers.  Western Montana Mental Health Center did a mini BHIF on their own with 
10 beds.  Ms. Smith suggested that there could be one administrative hub with 16 beds for 
children, 16 beds for co-occurring, 16 beds for adults and one administrative structure.   
 
Senator Wittich stated that HR16 was passed due to problems at Boulder.  They looked at 
alternatives but there weren’t options at the local level.  He asked how that program would 
be ranked with the other needs discussed today.  Chair Wordal stated that we want more 
control locally and to not have to ship our children elsewhere.  Doing so removes a child 
from school and that leads to other problems when they return and are questioned and/or 
bullied.  Senator Wittich agreed and asked if the five recommendations are all important 
in Gallatin County and whether the group has an opinion on phasing out Boulder.  Mr. Peluso 
stated that Boulder is developmentally disabled focus and provides constant and expensive 
care.  Youth that are in that setting could be taken care of locally if the services were 
available for less money.  He also stated that there may always be a need for a Warm 
Springs and a Boulder, but there are often less expensive solutions.  Mr. Malloy stated 
that the number one priority is to fund the programs already in place that have worked, 
adequately, and provide money for startup programs especially for kid systems.  Mr. Malloy 



also stated that the Developmental Disability partners would have to answer questions 
about Boulder and the need for it to continue.   
 
Chair Wordal asked that those successful in the legislature commit to being cognizant and 
committed to bringing services locally. 
 
The next meeting is November 10th.  
 


