
MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
Legislative Luncheon Minutes - October 24th, 2016

IN ATTENDANCE:
Voting Members Present: Nancy Filbin, Dr. Donna Kelsch, Tom Peluso, Lori Reynolds, Tonya Horn,
Commissioner Skinner, Shelley Johnson, Matt Kelley, Betty Stroock, Susan Gregory, and Renee
McLendon

Advocacy Members Present: Molly Basta, Katy Fritz, Ellie Martin, Emily Grossman, Alicia Smith,
Rebecca Adams, Sarah Webb, Jeff Wright, and Chelsey Pengra.

Legislative Candidates Present: Candidate HD60 Laurie Bishop, Candidate HD64 Kerry White,
Candidate HD66 Denise Hayman, Candidate HD 69 Walt Sales, and Candidate HD 65 Chris Pope.

Staff: Steph Kamerman

Press: Bozeman Daily Chronicle Reporter Troy Carter

------------------

Commissioner Skinner presented the LAC to the legislative candidates along with a short
introduction of the LAC’s goal to keep mental health services within our county.

Introductions were made for all individuals present.

Ms. Smith presented current suicide statistics in the state of Montana. She demonstrated the effect
by dropping pennies for each life lost into a coffee can.

Ms. Martin went on to define mental illness and explained the prevalence in Gallatin County.

Dr. Kelsch presented her personal story of continued struggles within her family. She specified that
children’s care is lacking. Peer to peer support for families and respite care are greatly needed. She
discussed the current discrepancies and disputes in coverage between Allegiance vs. BCBS health
insurance for a self-insured family.

Ms. Stroock also presented her family’s situation while coping with her child’s mental illness. She
shares Dr. Kelsch’s concern that insurance companies do not cover mental health services. She went
on to express deep concern that emergency and respite care are often not available in Gallatin
County.

Ms. Reynolds also shared her personal story. She explained that the lack of group homes in the
county is a huge void, especially when it comes to recovery type homes. She explained the
frustrations with the lack of communication between providers and caretakers.

Ms. McClendon explained her person story with her daughter and how the gap in family services is a
problem for the entire county.



The Resource Guide was presented by Ms. Basta.

Ms. Pengra continued with an overview of the CIT program and what services are brought to the
county through the program. Through continued reliable funding, the program is extending to the
highline and the Eastern part of the state.

Mr. Peluso presented the current concerns with uncompensated help and untrained personnel in the
mental health industry.

Dr. Wright expressed his concern with the importance of early intervention and continued care
expenses. Gallatin County offers the Hope House as a resource, but another lower level of care is
necessary to get patients stabilized. Same goes for higher levels of care. The goal is to bridge the
gaps of mental health care from children to adolescents and into adulthood.

Mr. Pope stated that all of these priorities come down to funding. He continued that it would be
helpful to have a goal in sight or a project to work towards.

Commissioner Skinner thanked the legislative candidates for their time and efforts in assisting the
LAC with their future endeavors.


