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Voting Members Present: Nancy Filbin, Shirley Kaufman, Matt Kelley, Tom Peluso, Joe Skinner, Lori 
Reynolds, Chelsey Voegele 

Non-Voting Members present: Rebecca Adams, Danica Jamison, Rowen Schuler, Denise Albrecht, 
Molly Basta, Rick Gale 

Voting Members Absent: Renee McLendon, Susan Gregory,  Vicki Groeneweg, Michael Foust, Shelly 
Johnson, Dr. Donna Kelsch,  Andrea Lower, Hannah Wilson, I Ho Pomeroy, Chelsey Pengra, Breanna 
Hume, Cyndi Schoep 

Staff: Stephene Kamerman  

------------------ 

Chelsey Voegele called the meeting to order at 12:05 PM. 

Welcome and Introductions:   

Approval of Minutes for September 10th:  Continued to the next meeting due to lack of quorum.  

Public Comment: 

a. Rick Gale October 27th Prescription Drug Take back day. Drop off boxes are out throughout 

the community.   

Short Announcement and Updates: 

a. Tom Peluso announced that Great Falls and Bozeman are recipients of a grant for the School 

YAM (Youth Aware of Mental Health) program. NAMI initiated and brought over from 

Europe.  

Old Business: 

b. Legislative Committee: Ms. Filbin announced that the committee has met three times since 

the last meeting, finally deciding to host the luncheon after the election. It is hopeful that the 

City and the County Commission will also attend, creating more of a community conversation 

instead of an informative luncheon. Legislative training is directly after the election for 

training. The public library is available on the day for a catered lunch, which will be boxed 

lunches. Approximately 50 targeted attendees. LAC Members and attendees. Plan to invite 

Sheila Hogan and Zoe Barnard from the state. Offer ourselves as a resource in the future. 

How to improve services in the valley. It would be preferable to send a “Save the Date” 

immediately. Discussion continued regarding the handout and how to deliver the message to 

the legislators. Mr. Peluso stated that uninsured individuals used to rely on the mental health 

service plan that no longer exists. Medicaid expansion is now filling that gap. He supports 

Medicaid expansion, but thinks it’s important to not support I-185. There are ways to support 

Medicaid expansion through other routes.  Ms. Kaufman continued that I-185 may not be a 

topic of conversation, dependent on the election. Mr. Kelley encouraged involvement in the 



conversation that would require certain work requirements on people receiving Medicaid 

benefits. Significant issues very relative to us. Ms. Adams suggested the conversation also 

include pre-existing conditions as a parody. Ms. Filbin encouraged the confluence of 

conversations, or not to convince legislators of the need. Mr. Kelley stated that thousands of 

people that currently have health insurance coverage could potentially lose coverage after 

the election. Discussion continued regarding the goals communicated in the last legislative 

luncheon. It was agreed that a message to include how funds are spent now will drastically 

decrease spending in the future, specifically with children and families. Mr. Peluso suggested 

Raven Lipmanson may be more aware of additional needs for children with Mental Health 

Services. The Hospital should also be included in the conversation, specifically with children 

mental health services and the integration of mental health in primary health care.  

Discussion continued regarding key speakers that will be present. The conclusion should 

include a State of the State to tie the message together for legislators to know what we just 

talked about. Ms. Jamison stated that the opportunity for the facilitation of the 

conversations would be orchestrated, allowing guests to ask the questions for a full bodied 

conversations.  Mr. Kelley suggested that Sheriff Gootkin in the crisis may have more input 

on response and necessary actions/costs provided by the Sheriff’s office. Other suggested 

speaking points were suggested, to include stories from individuals. Ms. Jamison suggested 

that contact person, so far its Ms. Filbin, be identified for a quick reference for a resource 

while in session. Ms. Filbin agreed.  


