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MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

September 10, 2012 – MINUTES 
_______________ 

In attendance:  Members present: Jan Bjork, Shelly Johnson, Sally Miller, Jacob Wagner, Betsy Garrigues, 
Tom Peluso, Susan Wordal, Lori Marchak, Jerry Johnson, JoAnne Naro, and Commissioner Steve White.   
Members absent: (unexcused) Vickie Groeneweg  
Advocacy Members present: Andrea Lower, Pierre Martineau (West Yellowstone) and Scott Malloy. 
Guests: None 
Staff: Glenda Howze 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions.  

2. Approval of Minutes of August 13, 2012: Mr. Peluso made a motion to approve the minutes of August 13, 
2012 as presented.  Mr. Johnson seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Decision re: Monthly or Bi-Monthly Board Meetings: Mr. Peluso explained that there was extensive 
discussion on this matter at last month’s meeting but there wasn’t a quorum to vote on the matter.  The 
consensus was to stick with monthly meetings but to take a month or two off as needed for either summer 
or holiday schedules.  Members agreed with this.  Mr. Peluso made a motion for the MHLAC to continue to 
meet monthly.  Ms. Miller seconded the motion.  In discussion Mr. Wagner stated the he agrees with the 
monthly schedule and anticipates that the new chair will have some ideas to jump start the council and 
hopefully the attendance issues will change.  All voted aye.  Motion carried unanimously.  

4. Approval of Revised Meeting Dates for October 1 or 15 and November 13 or 19:   Mr. Peluso made a 
motion to adjust the October and November schedules to October 1 and November 13.  After board 
discussion he withdrew this motion.  Mr. Peluso made a motion to schedule the October meeting to 
October 15 and the November meeting to November 19th. Ms. Garrigues seconded the motion.  All voted 
aye. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Discussion of Priority Sheet – Additional Items?  Determine 2 items for discussion on next month’s 
agenda: Ms. Miller reported that she attended the community wellness meetings held by the Health 
Department and found that mental health was included so the need for separate town hall meetings by the 
LAC is not needed.  Mr. Peluso suggested that the three Bazelon recommendations be included in the 2012 
priorities.  The Detox Unit recommendation will be included in priority number three – “Mental Health and 
Criminal Justice;” The “Ride-Along” program recommendation will be included in priority number seven – 
“Co-Occurring CD & MH Services;” and the Supportive Housing recommendation will be added as a new 
priority.  The council made other edits to the priority sheet and removed two items no longer needed – 
“Public (non-emergency) Transportation” and “Emergency (Crisis) Transportation.” Ms. Marchak suggested 
that all those listed as responsible parties send Glenda an email prior to the next meeting with an update 
on the status and goals for their particular item.  On next month’s agenda the group will review a newly 
revised priority sheet based on today’s changes and work on re-ordering the prioritization.  Once this is 
done the top priority items will be selected for in-depth discussion and review at the next meeting.   

6. Discussion re: Inviting Legislators to an Educational Meeting:  Mr. Peluso explained that NAMI National 
began a new program and a training was held in St. Louis that he and Alicia Smith attended.  Montana is one 
of two states to pilot this program.  Tom and Alicia will travel around the state to train consumers and 
advocates to advocate for themselves.  One of the end targets is to establish a legislative folder that will 
include data on one side that the Legislators will need in order to come to decisions in the next Session.  
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Mr. Peluso suggested that the LAC should work on creating the “needs” side of the folder and get a 
“blessing” from the Commission to distribute.  This side would include state and local priorities.  Chair 
Wordal stated that the needs should be written as a position paper – a positive position paper that will 
catch their attention.  Mr. Johnson suggested that we need to be asking the Legislators what “can” they 
do – this puts them in a response position and is less threatening. Mr. Peluso explained that the folder will 
avail resources to the legislators and give them some solutions to helping us.  He stated that the vision is 
to personalize the folder with the County logo, provide resources on one side and the other side be the 
“ask.”  Chair Wordal stated that we can’t just say “we want” but what Gallatin County needs.  We need to 
identify the need, identify the cost where possible, and give the legislators a reason to buy into it. They 
need to know why this is important to the County and to the State and see the benefits, including financial 
benefit. This information needs to be given to them in simple terms with the question about what ‘you’ can 
do about this.  It is also helpful to provide the immediate needs, long-term needs and interim needs.  Mr. 
Johnson reported that the Constitution says that taxes are the way that we get things done.  For every 
$1.00 that Montana sends to the Federal government it gets $1.92 back.  Mr. Peluso stated that there 
needs to be a fund for mental health but it also needs to be used wisely.  He suggested that in the next 
30—45 days the “needs” side of the presentation folder needs to be created.  Ms. Wordal asked if the 
packets would be distributed before or after the election.  Mr. Malloy explained that the mental health 
bills this cycle are light and he recommended that we wait until after the election to distribute the 
folders.  He noted that one bill everyone is aware of is the affordable care bill and this needs some focus – 
and may be the biggest thing to emphasize in the priorities.  Ms. Johnson state that she would like one 
sheet included regarding co-occurring.  The consensus of the group was to develop and distribute the 
folders after the election.   

Mr. Peluso distributed the ‘other’ side of the folder – the “Candidate Kit” and provided a review of the 
materials.  Chair Wordal asked if Gallatin County/Montana dollars could be put to the statements as this 
would ‘speak’ to the legislators more than percentages.  She suggested that we concentrate efforts on 
revamping this to “Gallatin County speak.”  Mr. Peluso clarified that the Gallatin County information would 
be on the other side of the folder.  Ms. Marchak offered to do editing and layout of the information as 
long as others gather and provide the information for her to use.  Chair Wordal also noted that new bills 
can come out of the wood work during the session and we need to be vigilante about having our priorities 
established and watch those bills for their effect on our priorities.  Discussion took place about getting 
approval from the Commissioners before presentation to the legislators.  Commissioner White suggested 
that the group schedule time with the Commissioners to review the information.  It was agreed that the 
information would be provided to Ms. Marchak two weeks prior to the next meeting (October 1) to give her 
one week to put it together and one week for review before the meeting.  Mr. Johnson and Ms. Miller 
offered to donate $25.00 towards the printing costs.  

7. Discussion re: Bylaws – needed changes:  This item was continued to the October meeting. 

8. Other: None. 

9. Next Meeting Agenda. 1) Review of revised Priority sheet, re-prioritizing of items, selection of 2 
priorities to focus in-depth discussion on at next meeting. 2) Bylaws. 3) Legislature Preparation – Folder. 4) 
Changes in insurance reimbursements.  


