
Jefferson County Mental Health Local Advisory Council 
MINUTES 

 
November 2, 2016 

ATTENDANCE: 
Commissioner Bob Mullen, Carol Milner, Pam Hanna, Millie Armstrong, Kathy Rux, Barb Reiter, Molly Carey, 
Mike Johnson, Karen Wandel, Joan VanDuynhoven, and Janice Crawley. 
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER: 2:02 pm 
 
II. AGENDA: The agenda was approved. 
 
III. MINUTES:  Bob made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 5, 2016 meeting. Barb seconded the 
motion. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
IV. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:  None at this time. 
 
V. OLD BUSINESS:   

a. Budget and Claims:  None at this time. Bob reported that the council will have separate budget reports 
and individual line items in the next budget year. 

b. Correspondence:  None at this time. 
c. Mission Statement:  Carol noted that the Mission Statement will now be included on each agenda. 
d. Vision Statement: Carol reminded council members that the vision statement will always be a work in 

progress and it should be reviewed periodically to ensure that it is still an appropriate representation for the 
council. 

e. Resolution Update: Resolution 31-2016 was adopted by the Jefferson County Commissioners during their 
regular October 18th meeting. 

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Joan VanDuynhoven – ACEs and Elevate Montana:  Joan VanDuynhoven met with the council to 
present Adverse Childhood Experiences and Elevate Montana. Both are programs that seek to create 
positive changes in communities throughout Montana. Identifying resilience scores related to childhood 
trauma will enable communities to elevate the well-being of children and families. She encouraged the 
council to further research the programs. The Beaverhead County Health Department has offered to assist 
in offering educational classes for interested residents. Joan explained to the council that these programs 
are being successfully incorporated in the foster program. 

b. Goals:  Carol encouraged council members to develop a list a possible goals. From the list of random 
goals, the council selected four of them to focus on in the council’s first year. The goals are as follows: 1) 
Develop and enact Mental Health Local Advisory Council By-Laws, 2) Conduct an Aces survey, 3) Develop 
and distribute a resource pamphlet for services available, and 4) Mental Health 101. Other possible goals 
mentioned included creating a website, unifying education about mental health and working towards 
decreasing the stigma of mental illness.  

c. Kelly Hanna – Communications Update:  Kelly was unable to attend this meeting, so his communications 
update was tabled until the December 7th meeting in Whitehall. 

 
 
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Barb announced that Intermountain received national recognition for their services.    
 
VIII. NEXT MEETING:  The next regular meeting has been scheduled for December 7, 2016 at 2:00 pm in the 
Conference Room of the Borden’s building in Whitehall.     
 
Karen made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:58 pm.  Pam seconded.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 



IX. MEETING EVALUATION 
a. Meeting started on time: Yes 
b. Meeting ended on time: Yes 
c. Addressed all items on the agenda: Yes 
d. Discussed issues and came to decisions: Yes 
e. Gave everyone opportunity to express themselves: Yes     
 
Minutes approved by Jefferson County Mental Health Local Advisory Council. 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Carol Milner, Council Chair           Date 


