
Minutes of LAC 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 

October 4, 2015 
 

                          Members Present:     Members Absent: 
Patrick Johnson- Chair   Ray Roberts    
Judy Rolfe   Jill Steeley   Mayor Smith 
Commissioner Hunthausen Luke Berger   Heather O’Hare                
John Wilkinson   Melanie Reynolds  Gary Mihelish  
Michael Noble   Michelle Cuddy   Katie Smith  
Corey Livesay   David Torgerson      
Molly Protheroe     Jon Jackson         
           
   
    
CALL TO ORDER 
Patrick Johnson, chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 P.M. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
 A quorum was present. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No comments or announcements. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 
 
Reports/Discussion 
AMDD 
Kenny Bell reported that the request for matching money from the LAC has been received by AMDD.  
The requests are currently being reviewed.  Kenny reports that 7 of the 8 counties that he is involved 
with have submitted applications.  There is a total of $2 million dollars over the next 2 years available.  
Patrick thanked Laura Erickson from Lewis and Clark County for writing the letter of interest initially and, 
now, the full proposal that will go to the Montana Health Care Foundation which is due September 15, 
2015.  
 
LEWIS & CLARK PUBLIC HEALTH 
Melanie Reynolds presented data that Lewis & Clark Public Health is working on for the Community 
Health Assessment being done in collaboration with St. Peter’s Hospital.  The full Assessment will be 
complete in September.  Melanie reported that the CHC conducts a nationwide telephone survey, which 
includes health habits and various other questions.  See attached handout. 
 
 
 
 



HELENA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Jon Jackson reported that the School District will renew the contract with Intermountain for school 
based outpatient therapists.  There will be one therapist in each high school and middle school with one 
for PAL and Access to Success.  The therapists are in the school during school hours and are available for 
crisis response and to provide therapy services to the students.  These work in conjunction with the 
school counselors which include 4 in each high school, 3 in CR Anderson and 2 in Helena Middle School.  
There are also school psychologists, nurses and school resource officers that lend support.  Jon noted 
that the parents of every student will receive a letter that will notifying them of the availability of free 
mental health and substance abuse screening for students. 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Corey Livesay recently attended the FBI Academy and reported that there is a nationwide struggle for 
mental health services.  He reported that the interaction between people with mental health issues and 
law enforcement is something that is on the forefront to try to provide the right training and tools for 
public safety.  Patrick asked where Corey thought that sentencing guidelines were going to go.  Corey 
replied that things are status quo right now.  He feels that the justice system needs to do a better job 
educating the public on what already goes into sentencing for someone who is charged with a criminal 
offense but has a co-occuring mental illness.  Right now there is a lot of consideration by the court, the 
judge, the prosecutors and defense attorneys about a mental illness diagnosis.  Luke Berger explained 
that communication is necessary for the public to understand what is done every day to protect the 
mentally ill during criminal prosecution. 
 
Corey also reported that some of the initial goals with Journey Home are to have the ability to take 
some individuals directly to Journey Home instead of the emergency room.  To have medical staff at 
Journey Home would be helpful for a certain demographic. 
 
Center for Mental Health 
Michelle Cuddy stated they continue to offer open access.  They have been short staffed and are 
searching for an APRN or a psychiatrist. 
 
CSAA 
Molly Protheroe reports that the CSAA did not meet in July.  The next meeting will be held at the end of 
August.  CSAA advises state law makers and the DPHHS and represents 13 counties.  At least 51% of the 
people on the committee have to be recipients of mental health care at one time in their lives.  
Meetings are held on the 4th Friday of every month at 10:00 in the State Board of Investments Building. 
 
Jail Mental Health 
Jaden Van Steenvort stated that he saw 68 inmates last month, 29 of those were for crisis intervention 
work and the remaining were for therapy.  This ends up being 9 sessions of therapy per week and 8 
sessions of crisis intervention.  He reported that he had one placement to Journey Home, he appeared in 
court as a defense witness and he provided training on suicide and self-harm to the police officers.  He 
will be doing PTSD training in September. 
 
Journey Home 
 Kim from Journey Home reported that there were 11 voluntary admissions in July with the average 
length of stay being 4 days.  The emergency center has been opened and 5 individuals have been 
treated.  Two of these cases were referred on to the State Hospital.  She provided the group with 
information that taken their annual report.  See attached. 



 
 
 
 
St. Peters Hospital Behavioral Health Unit  
Meghan reports that the BHU has 8 adult and 14 geriatric beds and they are averaging about 7 adults 
and 11 geriatric patients per day.  Length of stay has dropped to about 11 days per patient.  She reports 
that a new nurse manager started last week and things are going well.  Meghan reports that all sources 
of payment are accepted.  They can utilize the 72 hour program for people who do not have insurance. 
 
NAMI Annual Meeting 
John Wilkinson reports that he attended the NAMI Annual Meeting in San Francisco.  He felt that the 
most remarkable thing was the presentation by Jill Bolte Taylor, a neuroanatomist at Harvard.  At age 
37, she suffered a stroke and following this, wrote a book “My Stroke of Insight”.  It can be seen on 
YouTube.  They were able to view a video on jail crisis that he feels that this should be shared with the 
staff at our detention center.  John feels that the most important thing that came out of the meeting 
was the “Stepping Up Initiative” which focuses on the issue that we are putting and keeping too many 
people incarcerated.   
 
Helena Youth Homes 
Renee Boundy, the program director for the Margaret Stuart Youth Home and Jan Shaw Home for Girls 
in Helena.  Renee reports that they are staying fairly full.  They are currently working on the Youth Crisis 
Diversion Grant that the State is offering.  Corey reports that Helena Youth Homes has reached out to 
him for a letter of support for their current grant application.  Corey made a motion that the LAC also 
submit a letter of support for Helena Youth Homes.  Melanie seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Lewis & Clark County 
Commissioner Hunthausen reported that the Commission voted unanimously to put the detention 
facility and sheriff’s office along with an operating levy before the voters in November.  This has been a 
5 year process and will replace the current jail, which is unsafe and inadequate to meet the needs of 
public safety.  Counting operations and construction, the total levy would be for $46 million.  The 
Commissioner reports that on Thursday there will be a proclamation for Lewis & Clark County joining 
the “Stepping Up Program”.   The citizen’s advisory committee recommended early intervention and 
prevention, mental health issues, jail standards, specialty courts and pre-trial services. These have all 
been accepted by the County Commission.  Eric Bryson reports that the ballots will be delivered by mail 
on October 12th and 13th.  The mail ballot election will be held on November 3, 2015.  There will be 
numerous outreach events to inform the public of the necessity of this detention center. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
John Wilkinson made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 7, 2015 as written.  Corey Livesay 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:07 p.m.  
 
Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 1, 2015 


