
Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
April 24 ???, 2009 
 
Attendees: Unknown – need sign up sheet. 
 
 

 

??? moved and ??? seconded acceptance of the March 27th meeting minutes. Minutes approved.  
Ask Vernon to return the CSAA computer as soon as possible. 
 
Financial Report: Molly Protheroe, Interim Treasurer, gave a report. There is $8000 in the account 
now. The travel and meeting expenses are about $1600 per meeting.  We could look at using 
VisionNet for some meetings and/or attendees. We are paying $720 to DRM for the use of the room – 
consider alternatives. We are getting the bank account set up for check signing, statements and 
online banking. Grants need to be decided upon. We will submit a letter to AMDD for the next 
$10,000 disbursement. We need to create a financial plan so we can promote proactively and not be 
just reacting to applications/demands.  
 
Decision made and approved to award the Livingston grant in the amount of $800 and the Hill County 
grant for $3000 at the May meeting. The $4500 CCMHLAC grant for CIT training will be awarded but 
paid in July as will the $2500 Hays Co grant. CIT grant will not be paid until the new fiscal year (July) 
but we can send a letter saying the grant was awarded so they can start planning beforehand. We will 
take another look at the rest of the grants (Vets Stand Down $2500, WRAP $4174 and CCMHLAC 
$1000) once new fiscal year and money from it is available. 
 
The CSAA lost $15,000 back to the state because it was not asked for or spent. A policy for grants is 
needed. We need to determine the immediate need and spend wisely. 
 
General Discussion: Sending a letter to Governor Schweitzer regarding ??? (HB 130, 131, 132?) 
was approved. We do not have enough applications for the Board. The Helena “Our Place” Drop-in 
center has potential storage space for the CSAA. There is a need to have an Administrative Assistant 
for the CSAA, let’s work to contract with or hire one. A VISTA could do the tasks, Dan will bring info 
on it. A motion to have Ellen Cox return as Recording Secretary passed unanimously. Please have 
side talks or phone conversations outside of the meeting room. 
 
AMDD Report: Dan gave the legislative and AMDD update. Budget is looking at 2% cuts across the 
board. There is a new community liaison officer. VISTA’s have been approved for the SAA’s. HIFA 
waiver focuses on prevention and putting those struggling the most on the waiver so they can get full 
Medicaid support. It is for those who do not meet eligibility requirements for Medicaid and MHSP but 
need support. It will help keep people out of MSH and the jails (Marcia Armstrong is the contact). 
PACT teams starting in Bozeman and another in Helena soon. 



 
LAC Reports: 
 
Gallatin Co (Bozeman): What is our next focus now that the Drop-in Center is open? Drop-in center is 
seeing high numbers. There are 4 consumers on the LAC. John Watson reports that the new by-laws 
have been ratified. The grant for CIT training with WMMHC acting as the Fiduciary agent was money 
well spent. The League of Women Voters has stated that MH is a priority. 
 
Park Co. (Livingston): Great community support and media for the grand opening of Drop-in Center. 
Diversion agreements have been made with Judges. 
 
Hill Co. (Havre): LAC meets the last Thursday of the month. They are hosting a CIT training the 3rd 
week of May. They have a verbal agreement and will soon put in place an MOU with the DV program 
for services. Advocate turnover is high as is that for Police Officers – hope that CIT will keep them in 
Havre longer. 

Ft. Belknap (Harlem): Mavis reported on the Recreation Grant for youth with disability from the Dept 
of Education for $245,000 for use in rural areas with depression. There is a 2 month summer 
transition program. 
 
Cascade Co. (Great Falls): Joe reported that the C4MH Center West facility opened and they had 
their first transitional housing resident. There are now 5 residents with 8 beds available. The 
CCMHLAC is working on creating by-laws. The C4MH Beautiful Minds Walk is coming up in June. 
State DD staff attended the LAC mtg. 
 
Teton/Pondera (Choteau/Conrad): Working on LAC attendance. There was a commitment law 
incident and no one knew what to do. No by-laws. Peer support is going slow. 
 
Lewis & Clark Co (Helena): See Helena LAC report (???). 
 
Public Comment: Robert Fagan and Michael Dahle are very grateful for what the CSAA is and has 
been doing: CIT training, expanded ER, etc. 
 
FYI: Universal design standards and practices for accessibility are used in this document, hence the 
14 pt arial font. 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
Monday MAY 29th, 2009 10am-3pm 
 
Disability Rights Montana, 1022 Chestnut, Helena 


