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 Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 

 centralsaamontana.org 

 

 Combined November/December Meeting                        

 December 10, 2021 11:00 am – 1:00 pm   
 Zoom Meeting 

 All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public 

 PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open 

Forum is the public’s opportunity to address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take action on the issues presented, 

the Board will listen to comments and may place the issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting determines the 

amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
CSAA Minutes 
 
Meeting called to order:  The meeting was officially called to order at 11:06 am by Matt Furlong 
 
Board Members Present: Matt Furlong (Lewis & Clark), Bob Mullen (Jefferson), Andrea Lower (Gallatin), 
Shirley Kaufman (Gallatin), Melinda Holom (Broadwater), Tom Peluso (Gallatin), Jennifer Cetrone (Lewis & 
Clark), Greg Tilton (Cascade), Patricia Moritz (Broadwater), Crystal Laufer (Hill), Curtis Smeby (Hill), Tina Mord 
(Blaine) 
 
Board Members Absent: Crystal Evans (Glacier), Leland Crawford (Glacier), Julie Anderson (Park),  
 
Guests: Karl Rosston (MT Suicide Prevention Coordinator) Theresa Ortega (Lewis & Clark), Jolene Jennings 
(Lewis & Clark), Tabitha Garvin Betancourt (Military One Source), Jennifer Whitfield (Cascade County), Lisa 
James (Broadwater County), Jeffrey Krott (Lewis & Clark), Lori Reynolds (CSAA Administrative Support) 
 
BHDD**:    Jami Hansen (absent) 
Children’s Services:  not present 
MH Ombudsman:    Dennis Nyland (absent) 
Board of Visitors:       Jeremy Hoscheid  
 
**Update from Karl Rosston: 
There have been changes to the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS).  Karl 
stated that they have consolidated state governments. Addictive & Mental Disorders Division (AMDD) has 
combined with the Developmental Services Division (DSD) which will now be called Behavioral Health and 
Disabilities Division (BHDD). Rebecca De Camara is the new administrator overseeing the Divisions.  
 
Bob Mullen asked, so now there’s Children’s Mental Health, Adult Mental Health, Substance Abuse, and 
Disabilities Division? Karl agreed and stated they took away the facilities (State Hospital, Chemical 
Dependency, and the State Nursing Home) so they are their own Division now, which makes it a little easier.  
 
 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the BHDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 

individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the BHDD on the planning, implementation, and evaluation of the mental health 

system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service area.  

(3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 
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Votes:  
Meeting Minutes  
Matt stated that the August and September Minutes have been approved and asked for a vote on the October 
Minutes. Greg made a motion to accept the October Minutes.  Pat seconded it. It was approved by all.  
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Tom discussed the Treasurer’s Report stating that the new balance reflects the funds received in November for 
the new fiscal year’s contract of $75,000; the present balance is $76,129.36.  
Shirley made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Bob seconded it.  All approved.  
 
Public Comment:  
Tabitha Garvin Betancourt shared about a new organization that she is a part of, called the Montana Chapter 
of the Farmers Veteran Coalition. https://farmvetco.org/.  The National Farmer Veteran Coalition helps 
veterans who are transitioning out of the military and going into agriculture.  She said since Montana is such a 
high Ag state, and veterans are at very high risk for suicidal thoughts, social isolation, anxiety, and depression, 
they felt it was of key interest to have a chapter in Montana. So as the Montana Chapter gets formed, their 
goals are to have a strong emphasis on mental health and wellness support, peer support, and suicide 
prevention plans as they reach out to farmers in the veteran community. Tabitha said she wanted to make 
everyone aware that the new Montana Chapter of the Farmers Veteran Coalition is being formed.    
 
Greg commented on Holly Wilcox’s presentation (https://namimt.org/events/holly-c-wilcox-phd-suicide-
prevention/ that was sponsored through NAMI stating it was one of the best and most important presentations 
put out.  He said he would like to see if this presentation could be brought in to the CSAA or the local LACs 
because it points to the direction that we need to take in order to work together. It addressed silo-ization, and 
how to de-silo so that we can eliminate the unintentional barriers that exist in our state. If there is a way for our 
LACs to review that presentation, Greg said, we need to do it because its unifying and shows the best direction 
to gain the kind of changes we need to see, and to eliminate the outcomes of suicide.  
 
Crystal shared that the NAMI MT website has a list of all the past and future conferences. 
https://namimt.org/events/ 
 
Jolene mentioned she was also interested in getting that recording because she wasn’t able to attend, however 
she was informed by Gary Mihelish that it was not recorded. She suggested that this would be a good 
opportunity to have the LACs come together to make this available to have another presentation. Matt 
suggested that we let Gary know the interest, so perhaps NAMI Montana could have a second presentation.  
 
Karl Rosston stated that one thing to recognize is that we as a state are in line with every one of the 
recommendations that Dr. Wilcox had in her presentation.  The key piece is something that the CSAA can help 
with; getting it to scalability. It is really hard to get around to the entire state.  We have some communities that 
are doing all of them but it’s really difficult to get it out statewide.  
 
Greg commented that there are different groups with the greatest intention, but they are inadvertently not 
working together. If we could designate a public leader, whether it be NAMI or Public Health, or to somehow 
unite Public Health with Extension Agencies and with NAMI and pull together some kind of unifying coalitions 
in all communities and work together that could solve this situation. Dr. Wilcox’s presentation points to that as 
well.  
 
Old Business 
 
Matt reviewed the following topics from Old Business:  
 Congress Next Steps 
 MACO Presentation Follow Up 
  

https://farmvetco.org/
https://namimt.org/events/holly-c-wilcox-phd-suicide-prevention/
https://namimt.org/events/holly-c-wilcox-phd-suicide-prevention/
https://namimt.org/events/
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 Contract Budget and Fiscal Year Update/Discussion of the OGSM Model 
  Matt stated that this is based on how the CSAA contract is using funds and reporting on the  
  work being done each month on the two workgroup committees (Membership and   
  Development Committee and Communication Committee). 

 
New Business  
 
MSH Recommendation Letter 
Matt stated that the Tuesday Workgroup (Membership and Development Committee) collaborated on 
questions and concerns regarding reentry of consumers who are being released back into counties with limited 
support after being discharged from Montana State Hospital (MSH).  The workgroup submitted a Letter of 
Recommendation to the MSH contacts about three weeks ago and have not received a response back.  
 
Tom reported there was a front-page article on the conditions of MSH.  He said they are well over the numbers 
that they’re licensed for (licensed for 189) and there are presently 239 patients.  Over 40% of the staff have 
quit over the last several months.  MSH is over paying traveling nurses to staff the hospital. He stated that this 
submission of the Letter of Recommendation is very appropriate and very timely.  

Article: https://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/40-of-positions-open-at-

montana-state-hospital-staff-blame-administration/article_3daffd2b-a779-5134-bc00-

48b550d5265d.html 

MH First Aid Train-the-Trainer 
Matt and Curtis worked with Montana State University (MSU), who had funds available through the Rural 
Communities Opioid Response Program Grant (RCORP), (RCORP on the Frontier: Combatting SUD/OUD on 
Montana’s Hi-Line), so they are able to put on a virtual Mental Health First Aid Train-the-Trainer Training. It will 
be the first week in January.  There were 16 spots available. Matt said he has reached out to Jami Hansen to 
see if they can put on another training because the 16 slots filled up very fast and there is a lot more interest.  
Matt gave a shout out to Curtis and Bob for helping to get this accomplished.  He stated that there will be 4-5 
participants from the Highline, and this will be a big help to get people trained.  
 
PowerPoint and CFHHS Legislative Interim Panel Follow Up 
Matt presented a PowerPoint presentation at the Children, Families, Health and Human Services (CFHHS) 
Legislative Interim Committee that is doing the mental health studies to educate them on what the SAA is. 
Each of the SAAs had their chairperson present, as well as Tribal representation, and NAMI president, Matt 
Kuntz was also there. The Membership and Development Committee wanted to have consumer input, so they 
put together 6 recommendations in the PowerPoint and followed up with a one-page report.  
 
Links to the CFHHS Legislative Interim hearing: 
(These are all-day meetings, and provides additional input from stakeholders) 
Day 1 http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20211115/-1/43745 

Day 2 (10:19:27 SAA Presentation)                                                                                                                           

http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20211116/-1/43746     

Transition of Chair, Planning and Preparation 
Matt will be temporarily absent from the CSAA for a time period to take care of family matters, and therefore 
will be letting go of many roles he has previously filled. The CSAA is looking for volunteers to fill these 
positions. Matt shared that he participates in several boards, and the CSAA would need to decide who would 
be taking over his positions. He stated that if there are boards that we don’t want to attend, we need to inform 
them respectfully that the CSAA will be supportive but won’t have a person at the table. 
 

https://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/40-of-positions-open-at-montana-state-hospital-staff-blame-administration/article_3daffd2b-a779-5134-bc00-48b550d5265d.html
https://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/40-of-positions-open-at-montana-state-hospital-staff-blame-administration/article_3daffd2b-a779-5134-bc00-48b550d5265d.html
https://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/40-of-positions-open-at-montana-state-hospital-staff-blame-administration/article_3daffd2b-a779-5134-bc00-48b550d5265d.html
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20211115/-1/43745
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20211116/-1/43746
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Greg asked if anyone knows whether the suicide prevention county positions are being filled.  Matt referred the 
question to Karl.  Karl said he wasn’t sure; he didn’t know whether it is being filled through the county level or 
whether they are general specialists which includes suicide prevention along with other types of prevention 
services. Matt clarified that it is the Prevention Specialist that is supposed to be in every county. He said he 
attended a meeting this week and he asked the same question, as to whether it is a suicide prevention 
specialist, and they said no, it’s the Prevention Specialist.  Matt wasn’t sure what all it covers but stated it’s not 
just about suicide prevention. Karl said he would guess it would include smoking, chemical dependency and 
suicide all put into one. Matt said that every county is supposed to already have one, so there is potential to 
have this person at the table for Local Advisory Councils, along with Extension officers, County Health, and 
Commissioners, etc. 
 
Workgroup Updates 

1. Membership and Development Committee 
Matt reported that this group is responsible to make plans for cooperating and exploring with the LACs’ 
participation.  It is the goal to be supporting them and figuring out how we can utilize the mini grants to their 
benefit, along with participating in their board meetings, and helping to make recommendations. This is the 
group that looks at the mini grant applications and puts it out to the CSAA board so we’re not working on those 
during the general board meeting. Board applications are looked at through this group first before 
recommending to the CSAA board. Matt said they’ve made new relationships with other stakeholders. They 
inform Local Advisory Councils, the state, providers, and anyone that they come into contact with, what the 
SAA is.  Matt shared that in educating people on what the SAA is, often the acronym and the name is a 
mystery even when they’ve been told about it before, so this committee is trying to bring clarity as to what the 
SAAs do and why working with the SAA and membership is really important to them.  

 
Tom suggested perhaps we should be more proactive with the SAA, to choose a topic like a chapter of the MH 
Toolkit, and ask each of the LACs to devote a portion of their meeting to reviewing what it is, stating the CSAA 
board would be involved with that and it would broaden our communication with the LACs, from that questions 
and communications happen and we have better relationships.  

Link to Mental Health Toolkit: https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/amdd/mhlactoolkit.pdf 

Matt said that it would be good to have someone break down the pieces of the MH Toolkit and have someone 
with some history come to the LACs to present what it is. Tom said that would be part of the job of the CSAA, 
to help be ambassadors to each of the LACs to bring back some substance to their LAC meetings.  
 
Jolene responded sharing that this would be a good thing for startups, but she thinks Lewis & Clark LAC is 
beyond this phase.  She asked if the 2013 copy is the latest version?  (Yes, it is). 
 
Lisa stated that she is fairly new to the CSAA but has been attending Broadwater LAC for some time and 
thinks reviewing documents may not be what the LAC should be working on, but rather she stated Broadwater 
is trying to get more engagement from their members and the community by investing in promoting what the 
LAC is doing, and finding other avenues to highlight what the LAC does, like peer supports, their Facebook 
page, putting out mental health presentations, promoting meetings, etc.   
 
Matt agreed and said each LAC has different needs, different focuses, and different timing, so what’s good for 
one might not be best for another. He said he does think there is value in updating the MH Toolkit so its not a 
2013 document.  He wasn’t sure if the Tuesday workgroup is the right place to do that, but that’s up to the 
Tuesday Workgroup to decide as a whole what they would like to spend their time on.  

 
 

2. Communication Committee 
 
Matt reported that in the last couple months this committee has been working with engagement with MACO, 
the County Extension, the Mental Health First Aid Training, and identifying who else they should be visiting 

https://dphhs.mt.gov/assets/amdd/mhlactoolkit.pdf
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with to have relationships for Local Advisory Councils and for the SAA that improves the work they are doing, 
so there is more of a central support for the LACs. So if the main stakeholders don’t participate in the LAC, this 
is the committee that helps to work on that relationship building.  
 
Curtis suggested involving various administrative groups from school districts, there are 5-6 of them in our 
state, in our region, and that might be a consideration to think about in the future.  
 
Updates 
 
BHDD (formerly AMDD) 
Jami had a conflicting meeting and wasn’t able to attend but said they would have someone at the CSAA 
meeting next month and moving forward.  
 
Ombudsman 
Dennis was out sick so was absent. 
 
Board of Visitors 
Jeremy reported they did a virtual site inspection of Western Montana Mental Health this month and will have 
those reports after the first of the year.  
 
Matt asked if there was an update on what’s going on with Montana State Hospital. Jeremy said not anything 
more than what was posted in the previous MSH article. He said there are ongoing staff issues. He said 
change in administration a few years ago has impacted some staff. Jeremy said from his personal viewpoint 
the area where the state hospital is at is pretty hard hit with so many social services, like AWARE, the state 
prison down the road, plus what there is in Butte, so there are a lot of needs in a concentrated area to try to 
staff all those services. Jeremy said he talked with others who are really excited about the Governor coming 
out with additional money to try to recruit healthcare workers, but it all goes back to the lack of staff, which ties 
into all the other issues we continue to hear about—lack of funding, and so on.  
 
Children’s Mental Health 
Matt said the CSAA does not currently have a representative from Children’s Mental Health. Previously 
Candace Franklin was the representative, but she has moved out of state.  Matt has had conversations with 
Meghan Peel to try to get a representative. 
 
LAC Updates 
 
Hill County 
Curtis shared in their November meeting the Treasurer deposited annual distribution from CSAA which was 
appreciated. Crystal’s NAMI group has moved to room 408 in the mall. They had the presentation from Dr. Bob 
Sise who was presenting evidence on the psychiatric impact of cannabis use. https://namimt.org/events/dr-
bob-sise-md-addiction-and-mental-health/  Matt stated that they were using county matching funds to make 
more QPR instructors available. They are working on a video production about reducing stigma of mental 
health and have contracted with a video person to do it. Curtis stated they’ve been running ads in the Havre 
Daily News and Facebook to have Behavioral Health providers participate in a directory for their website and 
he said they have a graphics contract that they’re making payment on. Their next meeting will be Monday, 
December 13.  
 
Broadwater County 
Lisa reported they are working on their signage for Fall Fest 2022; they have a final design that they’ve 
selected and are waiting to get formats ready for printing for next year.  They invited Scott Malloy, LCSW, 
Program Director for Montana Healthcare Foundation (MHF) to come and discuss grant opportunities that the 
MHF has as well as assistance that they can provide to their LAC and the application process for other grants. 
She said they’re exploring opportunities through their County 4-H Extension Office, on collaboration for some 

https://namimt.org/events/dr-bob-sise-md-addiction-and-mental-health/
https://namimt.org/events/dr-bob-sise-md-addiction-and-mental-health/
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mental health projects.  She said their Facebook page is gaining attraction in the community as well as outside 
the community, so she encouraged CSAA members to follow it and she welcomed any feedback. 
https://www.facebook.com/BroadwaterMentalHealthLAC. Lisa said they have been highlighting their Peer 
Support on Facebook. She stated that Melinda does peer work in the communities where she also does the 
Window Artwork. They are encountering funding issues for Peer Support with the county representative who 
has been managing their funds; they’re going to continue to try to navigate through those challenges to ensure 
that they can have continuous support to the community, and they will also look at mini grant opportunities. 
Their last meeting was Wednesday, December 8 and the next one will be January 12.  Pat added that they 
reached out to Kenny Joyce with Cutting Fences, LLC, and she will be speaking at the LAC meeting.  
 
Cutting Fences Contact info: Kendra (Kenny) Joyce Phone: (406) 217-1166                                           
Email: cuttingfencesllc@gmail.com 
Kenny’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Cutting-Fences-LLC-110678304619868/ 
News Article: https://www.ktvq.com/news/positively-montana/cutting-fences-breaking-down-barriers-for-
montana-farmers-and-ranchers 

Cutting Fences Podcast website: https://www.cuttingfencesllc.com/podcast 
 
Lewis & Clark 
Jolene stated that they reviewed their financials for the first time in a year and recognized the CSAA 
contribution for this year. They were discussing a new fund request from United Way of Lewis and Clark Area 
to support their 211 promotion which will be marketing materials that support the future 988 Crisis Call System 
which will feed the 211 calls into the 988 Crisis Response.  She said they had a spotlight speaker from the 
Detention Center for the Educational Reentry Program which emphasized more need for volunteers and 
behavioral health providers to work with small groups. She said they also focused on additional information on 
the Crisis Facility Model and the status on the survey. They meet the first Tuesday of every month at 11:30.  
 
Cascade County 
Greg said they met earlier in the week and discussed the organization, Cutting Fences, LLC. They are 
interested in utilizing their podcasts as a way to reach out to the rural areas and as a way to help organize 
LACs in the counties that don’t have LACs. The NAMI Chair person is a new addition to their LAC. They are 
joining community forces with the local Veteran center and with the Center for Mental Health on updating their 
community directory of service providers. He said they’re using a model that was set up in Missoula; a 
comprehensive model to include providers, and as many ways to route yourself to get services quickly. He said 
they have a broad representation: police department, Sherriff’s department, Alluvion Health, Center for Mental 
Health, Healthy Lives, yet they are still missing some key representation. Greg said they want to focus on how 
to get broader involvement in the community; he is interested in focusing on how to improve and make 
changes going forward. Matt shared that he participated in the Cascade County Local Advisory Council and 
gave an update on the CSAA.  
 
Gallatin County 
Tom reported that there needs to be more substance at the Gallatin County LAC meeting. Andrea agreed with 
Tom, stating that their meetings were very strong pre-Covid. During Covid they were meeting by phone and 
Zoom.  The last 3-4 meetings there have been no substance, and agendas are at a stall.  She stated that she 
was out sick for the last meeting and that they have good representation including the Sheriff’s office, CIT, 
Bozeman Health, but as far as agenda items, they really need to step it up and she’s not sure how to get that 
back on track. Matt asked how the updated Resource Guides are coming along.  Andrea stated that it is one of 
the agenda items that has been on for several meetings; it’s set to print, the money is there, its still ongoing to 
get it taken care of. Shirley said it has been two years that they’ve been trying to get the Resource Guides 
completed. Matt commented that he received Cascade County’s new Resource Guide and will be sending it to 
be put on the CSAA Website.  He said we need to get the Resource Guides completed and if there is anything 
that he can do to help push to get them done, let him know. Shirley reported that a big part of the problem in 
Gallatin County is similar to what Greg was discussing in that everyone is doing their own thing. Everyone has 

https://www.facebook.com/BroadwaterMentalHealthLAC
https://www.facebook.com/Cutting-Fences-LLC-110678304619868/
https://www.ktvq.com/news/positively-montana/cutting-fences-breaking-down-barriers-for-montana-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.ktvq.com/news/positively-montana/cutting-fences-breaking-down-barriers-for-montana-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.cuttingfencesllc.com/podcast
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programs going, they all seem to have the money that they need to get things done and no one is working in 
collaboration with the LAC anymore.  
 
Blaine County  
Tina Mord attended earlier in the meeting but had to leave. 
 
Provider Updates 
Karl Rosston shared the research article, Screening in High Schools to Identify, Evaluate, and Lower 
Depression Among Adolescents: A Randomized Clinical Trial. The article discusses universal screening in 
schools which they are trying to implement and emphasize.  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2785910 
 
He also shared a copy of the handout put out by DPHHS, The Suicide Prevention Program-Youth Focused 
Programs that was provided to the Children and Families Interim Committee concerning programs that they’re 
using that are specific to youth.  
 
They’re ramping up for the transition to 988 with the Lifeline Number. They have an RFP out right now.  Its 
geared mostly toward the Help Center (Bozeman), Voices of Hope (Great Falls), and Western Montana Mental 
Health (Missoula) who are the current Lifeline Call Centers.  
 
They are pushing the Suicide Safe Care program https://training.ursulawhiteside.org/p/suicidesafecare for 
healthcare facilities and providers. They are currently training in all the Schools in Nursing in the state: Master 
of Social Work Program (MSW) at UM; the Counseling Program at MSU; and the Physician Assistant Studies 
(PA) Program at Rocky Mountain. They’re providing trainings to healthcare facilities around the state. They did 
a Train-the-Trainer with the National Council for Mental Wellbeing in Missoula and Helena, where they were 
able to train 37 new trainers so that they can work in their healthcare systems. They have another two trainings 
scheduled at the end of March in Lewistown and Billings so they can hit that area of the state. Ideally Karl 
would like to have 60-80 trainers that could do Suicide Safe Care in healthcare facilities around the entire 
state.  
 
They are continuing with the Zero Suicide for American Indian Tribal Health 
https://www.ihs.gov/zerosuicide/initiativesites/. They just hired Terrance Lafromboise who lives in Browning 
and is part of the Blackfeet Tribe. He will be taking over the grant and dealing with the training.  Karl said he 
will do an excellent job with it.  
 
Karl stated that John Tabb (Suicide Prevention Program Manager) is heading up things with 988.  He is also 
retired military and will work closely with the VA system of Montana National Guard to start to initiate Peer 
Support Programs around the state, working with veteran organizations to keep the momentum that was 
started with House Bill 696, which had to do with the Governor’s Challenge for Suicide Prevention of Veterans.  
Karl stated that since funding was not supported with the last legislature, John will work directly with the VA 
Montana National Guard to continue that work so it doesn’t go to the wayside.  
 
Karl said they are really pushing the PAX Good Behavior Game https://www.umt.edu/mt-prevents-
suicide/default.php. Kimberly Koch (BHDD Prevention Program Manager) has federal funding, and they are 
working with University of Montana (UM), who is doing the evaluation. Karl said if he had his choice, he would 
be getting this out to every elementary school in the state.  
 
Karl is working closely with Matt Kuntz, President of NAMI Montana, on getting Youth Aware of Mental Health 
(YAM) https://www.montana.edu/crre/youthawareofmentalhealth.html out into high schools; a lot of that is 
being done through MSU Extension Offices.   
 
Karl said they have a number of grants that they awarded through House Bill 118; a couple of them focus in on 
postvention and they are currently in a contract with Dr. Barbara Stanley at Columbia University to help them 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2785910
https://training.ursulawhiteside.org/p/suicidesafecare
https://www.ihs.gov/zerosuicide/initiativesites/
https://www.umt.edu/mt-prevents-suicide/default.php
https://www.umt.edu/mt-prevents-suicide/default.php
https://www.montana.edu/crre/youthawareofmentalhealth.html
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develop a postvention toolkit for rural communities. Within this is the need to have a Crisis Response Team 
that responds to community. In the larger cities we have Tamarack Grief Resource Center (Missoula), Help 
Center (Bozeman),  Voices of Hope (Great Falls) who does that, but they’re looking at a rural team, so one of 
the programs that was awarded a grant to was Lewis and Clark County for starting the  Local Outreach to 
Suicide Survivors (LOSS Team) https://www.sanangelocounseling.org/loss-team-sos, which is based on a 
model out of Texas, where you have someone who is a survivor go with a mental health professional and they 
work with the family after a suicide to respond immediately with the family and hope to reduce contagion. Karl 
sees this as a potential to work statewide because its unlikely that they’ll have response teams in Eastern 
Montana, but they may be able to identify one or two people in every county or regionally that could help 
respond to suicides that occur, in order to reduce contagion and for postvention.  
 
One of the grants that they provided was with Rural Behavioral Health Institute who is collaborating with 
Shodair Children’s Hospital.  They are providing computerized screening called, Screening Linked To Care 
(SLTC) https://www.rbhi.org/what-we-do to about 31 schools in Park, Gallatin, and Madison Counties. It’s a 
computerized self-reporting tool. Its pretty inexpensive and they have it set up so the kids at high risk will 
receive immediate counseling services through either CSCT, Shodair or even some Telehealth options; kids 
are connected that day with mental health services. Karl said he is interested in this because it may be a model 
that could be used statewide as far as universal screening for mental health, for depression and anxiety in our 
schools. He’s hopeful that this pilot might present us with a statewide model.   
 
ADDITIONAL PROVIDER INFO AND LINKS 
 
Behavioral Health Alliance of Montana (BHAM) 
December Newsletter: https://montanabehavioralhealth.org/monthly-update-from-the-alliance-4/ 
 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Article announcing $30 Million Harm Reduction Grant funding opportunity: 
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/202112081000?utm_campaign=b64cde7e5e-
SAMHSA_Announcement_2021_12_08_1600549&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_term=0_ee1c4b138
c-b64cde7e5e-168087733 

 
Montana Office of Rural Health and Area Health Education Center (MT ORH and AHEC) 

Schedule for Behavioral Health Training Programs: https://healthinfo.montana.edu/bhwet/bhtp/index.html 
For more information and registration for available behavioral health trainings, visit: healthinfo.montana.edu 
 
Update on the Launch of 988 Mental Health Crisis Number 
NAMI Press Release: https://www.nami.org/Press-Media/Press-Releases/2021/As-Launch-of-988-Mental-
Health-Crisis-Number-Looms-NAMI-Poll-Finds-Broad-Support-for-the-System-and 

 
Matt announced the next meeting will be on Friday, January 28, 2022 from 11:00-1:00. He adjourned the 
meeting at 1:00, adding Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyone and it has been an honor to be here 
with you all. He said he will be connected but it will look different; he appreciates everyone’s time in all their 
efforts.   
 
 
See below for List of Acronyms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sanangelocounseling.org/loss-team-sos
https://www.rbhi.org/what-we-do
https://montanabehavioralhealth.org/monthly-update-from-the-alliance-4/
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/202112081000?utm_campaign=b64cde7e5e-SAMHSA_Announcement_2021_12_08_1600549&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_term=0_ee1c4b138c-b64cde7e5e-168087733
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/202112081000?utm_campaign=b64cde7e5e-SAMHSA_Announcement_2021_12_08_1600549&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_term=0_ee1c4b138c-b64cde7e5e-168087733
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/202112081000?utm_campaign=b64cde7e5e-SAMHSA_Announcement_2021_12_08_1600549&utm_medium=email&utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_term=0_ee1c4b138c-b64cde7e5e-168087733
https://healthinfo.montana.edu/bhwet/bhtp/index.html
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yYvQy_TW6PjbgvQlkwyMkuO6bNnj8zOz5yy0vi7oitI9TBcJmIWRBnV8B7529_SHzq-IY0o1O4aAl3q8arKcrq2o_ukrenkdmvT6F8uaDwGuZKNGhIcTJnDaeZgKQRDNeD4yYg6bRcjwPCjLGZQlnaAAAtmnXuVh&c=LhFgc3VuTlHZckZjnMl2Sf-obcrM6yfxcDeBhdJl9XbPTkQFaJFotw==&ch=HnHyPX-srcsb3rbUXYLS1xPJXkMiNL0Jr8Jd6VbXVjkPFLR5kz1C8Q==
https://www.nami.org/Press-Media/Press-Releases/2021/As-Launch-of-988-Mental-Health-Crisis-Number-Looms-NAMI-Poll-Finds-Broad-Support-for-the-System-and
https://www.nami.org/Press-Media/Press-Releases/2021/As-Launch-of-988-Mental-Health-Crisis-Number-Looms-NAMI-Poll-Finds-Broad-Support-for-the-System-and
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Table 1. List of Acronyms 
 

AMDD Addictive & Mental Disorders Division  

BHAM Behavioral Health Alliance of Montana 

BHDD Behavioral Health Behavioral Health and Disabilities Division 

CFHHS Children, Families, Health and Human Services  

CIT Crisis Intervention Team 

CSAA Central Service Area Authority 

CSCT Comprehensive School and Community Treatment Program 

DPHHS Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services  

FVC Farmers Veteran Coalition 

LAC Local Advisory Council on mental health 

LLC Limited Liability Company 

LOSS Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors 

MACO Montana Association of Counties 

MH Mental Health 

MHF Montana Healthcare Foundation 

MSH Montana State Hospital 

MSU  Montana State University 

MSW Master of Social Work Program 

NAMI National Alliance on Mental Illness 

OGSM Objective, Goals, Strategies, Measures Model 

OUD opioid use disorders 

PA Physician’s Assistant 

PAX GBG PAX (Latin for Peace) Good Behavior Game for elementary schools 

RBHI Rural Behavioral Health Institute 

RCORP Rural Communities Opioid Response Program 

RFP Request For Proposal 

SAA Service Area Authority (Western SAA, Central SAA, Eastern SAA) 

SAMHSA Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

SLTC Screening Linked To Care 

SUD Substance Use Disorder 

UM University of Montana 

YAM Youth Aware of Mental Health 

988 
Nationwide, 3-digit phone number for people in crisis to connect with suicide 
prevention and mental health crisis counselors 

 
 
 
 
 

 


