
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
January 25, 2013 10 am- 3 pm   
2401 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
Minutes 
 
I.  Meeting called to order:  The meeting was officially called to order at 10:17 a.m.  

Board Members: Alicia Smith, James Gustafson, Sydney Blair, Jill Brodin,  Andrea Lower, Brian Garrity, 
Robin Johnson, John Wilkinson, Tom Peluso, Mike Murray, Dr. Jodi Daly, Brett Linnewebber, Jeanette Kotecki, 
Cindy Smith, Louise Livingood,  Tammy Kevwitch.   

AMDD: Kristi Rydeen, Jane Wilson, Deb Matteucci, Bureau Chief for AMDD 

Absent: Sally Miller (VA rep.). Betsy Garrigues, Lenore Stiffarm; all were excused. 

Guest:  Ray Roberts (family), Craig Purdue (consumer), Matt Kuntz (NAMI Executive Director), Dan Aune 
(Executive Director MHA), Shelley Edwards (St. Pete’s)  

Check In/Quorum:  Alicia Smith called the meeting to order at 10:17 a.m.  A quorum was present. 

Approval Minutes:  October 2012 minutes were reviewed as a result of not having a  quorum in December’s 
meeting.  Mike Murray made a motion to approve the minutes and Brett seconded. The minutes and accepted 
with the amended changes discussed.   The minutes for December 2012 were reviewed. A motion was made 
by Brian Garrity to accept the minutes of the December 2012 as amended; motion was seconded by James 
Gustafson; motion was accepted unopposed. Alicia commented on a discussion element from the December 
minutes (under New Business) on the issue of the reporting form which came out of the CSAA summit 
meeting.  Concerning the reporting issues, Alicia does not feel it is appropriate to use MHOAC forms for the 
LACs or CSAA.  Alicia is hoping that what will come out of this discussion is clarification as to who 
communicates with whom.   

Review of Items:  Alicia addressed the issue of AMDD’s recent request to host the CSAA website.  Points of 
discussion were whether or not AMDD would use CSAA’s logo and maintain the web site, which has been 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 

 



 

 

developed by CSAA.  Alicia suggested that AMDD provide their link which can be displayed on the CSAA 
website for linkage.  Sally expressed her viewpoint to support and that we have separate appropriate role and 
boundaries.   

Public Comment:  Alicia invited several mental health interests groups to report on the current bills introduces 
as well as their perspective.  She reminded us that we cannot advocate from a CSAA board perspective, 
however we can advocate from an individual perspective.  Matt Kuntz gave the CSAA a legislative update.  
NAMI is supporting the legislative bills on developing licensure and funding for peer support specialist.  He 
spoke on other bills introduced around those with mental illness and those with legal issues or incarcerated as 
a result of their mental illness.  He stated the recidivism rates for those who have legal issues and mental 
illness is 60 %.  Discussion on the HB 16 bill which is in the appropriations committee involves a bill that affects 
commitments and involuntary holds.  The division of Disability Rights is in favor of this law.  The language is 
broader around involuntary commitments. A public meeting was held with those individuals at MSH that have 
been there over 20 years as well as other commissioners and professionals around this issue.  NAMI is 
advocating preserving 72 hour money for crisis diversion for adults and kids.  HB 289: Jenny Eck is supporting 
this bill. HB 289 asks for an interim study of the public institutions and how they are caring for those children 
and adults with mental illness.  There is a question of what the long term system design is for the next 10 
years, 20 years?  How do crisis beds in our community change that system?  The goal is to get a two year 
study to have those conversations.  Matt stated there are a lot of new bills.  The biggest question at this time is 
the Medicaid expansion. HB 269 will make it a crime to injure a health care professional.  It is coming out of the 
MSH as a result of a staff member becoming injured.  Matt stated that the language states that if you knowingly 
and purposely are committing this act it will be viewed as a crime.   Brett believes this bill will not go far as the 
judiciary committee tends not to like a bill which singles out a specific professional or specialty group.  HB 92 
took removing public defenders from mental health and drug courts.  Public defenders don’t want to be 
involved in mental health courts.  Brett stated that the courts will then have to appoint someone to represent 
them which means the cost will not go down.   NAMI is opposing that bill.   

Dan Aune, Executive Director with MHA is hosting on Monday’s a legislative caucus by conference call at 
noon.  Dan stated that participating in the phone conference is a good opportunity to see what is going on and 
keep informed.  HB 201 concerns the mental health rates and Medicaid.  Dan talked about the comment on 
increased testimony around the issue.  He suggests that we refine the message for effectiveness.  Dan talked 
about Benefis CEO’s testimony where he spoke about the amount of charity care given away each year as a 
result of low rates or serving the uninsured.  If we received reimbursement for actual cost and was reimbursed 
for charity care, what could we do?  A discussion of lobbying vs. educating others on mental health issues as a 
501C3 began.  A person can educate others without lobbying.  Dan feels that it will be important for director’s 
of agencies to talk about the boots on the ground issues.  Brett commented on maintaining appropriate 
advocacy roles and boundaries.  If a person avoids buying our legislator’s lunch or coffee they are probably 
maintaining the line of appropriate advocacy.  April 6th is Mental Health Day at the capital.  Transmittal day is 
February 28th, which means everything on one side of the house needs to make it to the other side or its dead.  
SB 10 concerns the licensed peer support specialist; there are three national grant opportunities to add to this 
bill and state support.  MHA is studying other states that currently have certification or licensing standards for 
peer specialist services.  Their goal is to gather data and outcomes of these services. Tom asked about 
NASW’s position on the issue of peer certification or licensure.  John Wilkinson clarified that he was asked to 
testify on this issue of certification vs. licensure but he did not on behalf of NASW-MT.  Matt was asked about 
the legislation on mental illness and access to guns.  James suggested that a person review the Brady Bill 
concerning domestic violence and military.  A consumer talked about his history of suicide thoughts and how it 
almost excluded him from continuing to serve in the military, which is his career.  Sally suggested that we 



 

 

develop as a CSAA the talking points around the issue of mental illness and its connection of gun control and 
violence in communities.  Sally volunteered to be on the working committee to develop the talking points and 
facts.  Sydney provided some web sites that may be helpful. Jodi Daly stated the SAMHSA‘s physicians 
recently gave a report giving data that does not support a correlation between mental illness and violence with 
guns.  Tammy asked the quests for talking points on stigma and peer support license.  Matt talked about 
working on studying and cleaning up on the diagnostic process of diagnosing and categories. ie.  PTSD vs. 
Amygdala imbalance.   

II. Monthly updates:  

AMDD:  Christie stated that some LACs are having trouble with understanding roles and who to call for 
questions.  Therefore, she wanted to set up a meeting between the CPO’s to meet with LAC’s to assist.  She 
asked Jim Hainey, Executive Director of the Peer Network to meet and discuss the issues around the peer 
specialist’s.  She will send out a map which is a global representation of the roles and the relationship between 
the LAC’s and officers for each area.  Kristi relayed a message on the need for everyone to be involved in 
consumer testimony for children’s services.  A discussion around testimony for specific issues was held; we 
cannot specifically testify on behalf of the CSAA. Sally suggested we develop a call list for testimony.  Kristi 
believes there needs to be more consumer representation, at least 50% for testimony.  Kristi would like to see 
children’s services have better representation at the CSAA as well as the legislature.   

LAC Reports: LAC reports were brief given the time.  

Gallatin County LAC– Tom reported that the most notable accomplishment was the development of a 
fact sheet on the issues and priorities from their LAC. Several topics addressed are:  24,000 will suffer 
from mental illness this year. Only 12% will receive adequate treatment; many believe they need to 
handle the problem alone.  Serious mental illness costs 100 billion dollars.  Their LAC asked that the 
legislators fund training to address on the issue of re-tramatization, suicide prevention, and support the 
expansion of high fidelity models for children’s services.   The LAC also asks for funding to address the 
gaps in services between substance abuse and mental health.    

Park County (Livingston): Tammy stated that their LAC supported and funded an article she wrote on 
stigma and peer support.  She was given financial support to develop a multi-media center for 
consumers.  Jill stated that the LAC  talked about transforming the meeting into action steps rather than 
an update meeting.  The county commissioners are supporting the LAC and have made the 
commitment to attend LACs to become more involved.  

Helena LAC:  Brian gave an update on the drop-in center and the transfer to the Center for Mental 
Health.  The doors were closed during the rehire process.  The drop-in center reopened this Thursday.  
A committee is presently working with architects around building a crisis facility which is expected to 
open next spring; he believes this will assist in filling in gaps in the community. Lou Thompson was 
invited to be an ex-officio member of the LAC board.  She accepted.  

Great Falls :  Jane stated that most of the meeting was dedicated to Jo-Nell Macfadden who has 
served as an advocate for over 30 years; she was honored at this meeting.  James indicated they are 
working on recruitment of consumers that can assist with growing the LAC. 

Havre LAC :  Cindy talked about training held in the community on mental health first aide.  She see’s 
the LAC struggling with trying to get people back to the table again.   

Hays -TiNellnKiin center:   



 

 

FORT BELKNAP: 

Military report:  Sally will give a report on active duty and reserves to assist with the Vets.  

PROVIDER REPORTS:  The meeting schedule forfeited time for agency reports.   

WMMHC:    

C4MH:  

Peer task force:   

MHOAHC report:   

III.     COMMITTEES:   

Nominating Committee Update:  Tom updated the board members on current vacancies; we have three 
vacant positions.  The specific needs are to fill a family member/provider for Helena, a medical/hospital 
provider and a consumer. Tom added Deb Matteucci, AMDD Bureau Chief, to the list.  The application from 
Shelley Edwards for the Helena community was reviewed and discussed.  Shelley currently works at St. Peters 
Hospital in Horizon’s inpatient unit.  She holds the position of Clinical Director for this unit.  Brett moved that 
Shelley Edward’s application be accepted as a board member to replace Curt Chisholm.  Mike seconded the 
motion. Discussion was held.  A friendly amendment was made to have Shelley’s position replace the medical 
at large position rather than Curt Chisholm’s position.  Therefore it would be four year term.  The 
recommendation was made by Tom Pelluso to appoint Shelley Edwards to the position of medical at large 
member until such time she could be ratified by the congress in April.  A vote was held and it passed 
unanimously.   

IV. OLD BUSINESS: Alicia reminded everyone of the reimbursement for meals:  breakfast $5, lunch $6, 
dinner $12.   

V.  TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jodi provided handouts to summarize the treasurer’s report.  The ledger 
balance was $ 1044.65.  There was a deposit on 1-24-13 for $1455.35 bringing the ledger balance to above 
$2500.  Today’s meeting and summit money issued was $1237.66.  Tom moved that we accept the treasurer’s 
report.  Brett seconded the motion.  A vote was taken.  The report was accepted unanimously by vote.   

VI.      NEW BUSINESS:  Anita Jones is someone who has been on our board but has been absent frequently. 
The last comment Alicia heard was that there was too much going on in Anita’s life at present. Alicia would like 
to know procedurally how we should proceed.  Jane stated that Anita is an alternate so we just need to remove 
her from the list of members.  Please contact Alicia if you are not on her email list.  Cindy stated her 
appointment is up in March and wanted to know how to renew it.  Tom told her to just resubmit her name when 
the board starts taking nominations.  Cindy wanted to make sure that someone from Havre should stay on the 
board, Alicia agreed.  Tom stated that it would be good to have more representation from the reservations but 
the money the board receives has been cut.  Sally suggested trying urban Native populations.  Jane stated that 
each reservation is culturally different than the other and urban Native Americans are culturally different as 
well.  Tom stated we should really have representation from Rocky Boy and Blackfeet.   

Jill Brodin suggested that we list our concerns prior to the meeting to have these issues included on the 
agenda. Further that the issues be facilitated being mindful of the time available for the discussion of these as 
the conflicts seem to derail the meetings.  Tom stated that he feels the executive committee needs to include 
the committee chairs on decisions, as well as other decisions made, around the agenda.     



 

 

VIII. Adjournment: President Alicia Smith was called out to testify and left the meeting at 2:45 p.m.  
President elect Andrea Lower took over the facilitation of the meeting.  A motion was made by Brian to adjourn 
the meeting; the motion was seconded by James. The meeting adjourned at 3:09 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 2012 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• January 25, 2013 
• February/March 2013* --March 1, 2013—Nominations for new Board 

Members; election at Congress 
• April/May 2013 –Combined Congress & Board Meeting –April 5, 12 or 19 
• June 29, 2013 

 
Contractual Obligations: 
 

 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due November 2012 
 Annual Report due August 1, 2013 


