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The meeting was called to order at 10:20 a.m by Chairman Vernon Bishop. Those Board members present were Marlene 
O'Connell, Mavis YoungBear, Jeffrey Krott, Martha Bottelson, Mollie Protheroe, James Gustafson, Joe Moll, Tom Peluso, 
Jacob Wagner.  There was a quorum present. Visitors were Rhonda Champaine, Dan Ladd, Connie Moll, Rowena Gone, 
Leslie Carson, Deb Matteucci, Bozeman CIT Office, Dane Vranish, and Courtney Duchin, Therapist 
 
The minutes of the December 5th meeting were approved.  
 
Dan Ladd spoke about the AMDD budget. All the funds from the last budget are still there. There may be some changes 
in a few programs. Wages for all State employees are frozen. Eight programs are up and running. There will be savings to 
the budget from vacancies. On January 30th in Room 137 of the Capitol Building the Health and Human Services 
Committee of the Legislature will meet to go over the budget. The Recovery grants will be heard at that time.  
 
There was no panel on Telemed at this meeting. 
 
LAC Reports were given by Joe Moll, Jeffrey Krott, and Jacob Wagner.  
 
Deb Matteucci spoke about four new programs being developed between the Department of Health and the 
Department of Corrections. There is one that includes probation intervention when there is problems with substance 
abuse. There are eight inpatient beds at MCDC in Butte.  There is a program creating pharmacy benefits or offenders. 
One of the four new programs helps offenders who don't meet SDMI criteria to get mental health services. The last 
program is a partnership between the health and justice systems that includes two new training programs or PO's, 
Sheriffs, and officers. It is a two day course on mental illnesses, risk factors. The other program is a 40 hour course  with 
CEU's to be held in 8 communities, 30 per class which is longer and more complex that the other program.  The Law 
Enforcement Academy donated staff and time.  
 
  
 
For NAMI Bozeman, a CIT Officer, Dane Vranish, and a therapist, Courtney Duchin, both from Bozeman came and talked 
about CIT training. A grant of $2,500 from the CSAA was given after much discussion and criteria for reporting were 
established.  
 
Jeffrey Krott brought up the fact that four months ago he formally requested money from the CSAA to assist the Helena 
LAC function. There was considerable discussion about the SAA's helping LAC's with money.  Chairman Vernon Bishop 
said that the Executive Committee talked about giving each LAC $200/month to help them get their jobs done.  Several 
people opposed just giving money to the LAC's without expectations.  A form has been developed that would require 



anyone getting funds from the CSAA to report what they spent the money on. Dan Ladd strongly urged the CSAA to start 
spending money to support the LAC's. Martha Bottelson  feels it is the duty of the CSAA to support LAC's.  Several failed 
motions were made. Eventually it was moved and carried with several people dissenting that the CSAA would give LAC's 
$200/month when the LAC's make requests, using the form requiring reporting. 
 
The Treasurer of the CSAA was absent, but Dan Ladd said there  is plenty of money in the CSAA bank account to provide 
help to LAC's. That money needs to be used according to the purpose of the SAA's.  There was discussion that a spending 
plan needs to be set up for the CSAA to appropriate the money AMDD gives out, to be presented at the next meeting.  
 
There was discussion from Tom about doing something for Mike as he is retiring and has been on the Board since it’s 
inception, and the Board agreed authorizing a better luncheon for Mike, along with showing the Board’s appreciation to 
Mike as he goes into retirement. 
 
Leslie Carson of the Montana Mental Health Association asked for a grant to help with the Warm Line. After much 
discussion and several failed motions, John Watson moved that the CSAA aware $500 to MMHA to help them get on 
their feet. Jeffrey Krott seconded. The motion carried. 
 
Adjourned 


