
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
July 27, 2012 10 am- 3 pm   
2401 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
Minutes 
 
I.  CHECK IN/QUORUM:  President Alicia Smith called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  A 
quorum is present.  A reminder to RSVP on lunch and give reason for missed appointments. 

Board Members Present: Alicia Smith, Jeanette Kotecki, Tammy Kevwitch, Mavis Young Bear, 
James Gustafson, Robin Johnson, Lenore Stiffarm, Tom Peluso, Mike Murphy, Jodi Daly, Andrea 
Lower, Betsy Garrigues, John Wilkinson , Jill Brodin and Sydney Blair.  AMDD Members: Jane 
Wilson, Kristi Rydeen  Absent:  Brian Garrity (excused), Jane Wilson  Guest:  Franz L. Swier, Ray 
Roberts 

Approval of Minutes:  Reviewed May 2012 minutes.  Minutes reviewed, corrections were discussed 
and made.  A motion was presented and seconded to approve the minutes of May 2012 as corrected; 
motion passed.  

Public Comment: None  

 

II.  MONTHLY UPDATES:  

AMDD:  Kristi Rydeen gave a brief update on the replacement of Lou Thompsen.  The title, salary, 
and job description was reported. The title has been changed to Senior Management.  All CPO 
positions are filled with the exception of Dennis Cox’s position.  Marcia Armstrong has submitted for 
grants to support peer to peer programs.  Kristi talked about her own learning process and how she is 
appreciative of the opportunity. 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 



 

 

LAC Reports: 

Bozeman – Tom Pelluso asked Andrea Lower to report on the Bazelon project.  Andrea 
reported that they were one of four communities chosen nationally for this project.  They were 
given stacks of resources of which were brought today to share.  The Bazleon project is a 
nonprofit organization set up by a judge to set up new laws to faciliatate better management of 
mental health issues in the courts.  The project extends to removing barriers for individuals 
with mental illness to that of access to affordable housing. Jill Brodin, who is involved with the 
homeless outreach project, spoke about reaching out to a rapidly growing population from local 
people, in Gallatin County. The projects serves a hot meal every Sunday and are working with 
the office of public assistance to assist with accessing resources for food, income, and making 
applications for assistance. The homeless outreach project also provides resources and 
services in the community. Jill works in the jail, pre release, and with veteran services.  

Park County – Tammy Kevwitch reported success with the community garden.  At the local 
community farmer’s market they set up booths and information honoring Mental Health Day.  
Park County has actively provided other booths on mental health awareness. They were able 
to present along with Dr. Williams presentations.  Livingston County has a Tobacco cessation 
program which is strong.   

Helena – Jodi talked about the efforts to build capacity for professionals within the Helena 
area. 

Great Falls –James reported no meeting last month for the LAC. 

Lewis and Clark- No report. 

Havre – No report. 

Hays - Lenore Stiffarm gave a report from the TiNellnKiin Center.  Lenore has received 
notification from others that they have an interest in becoming more involved.  On August 14th 
and15th there is an upcoming conference on Indigenous Family Approach to care giving and 
wellness from the indigenous perspective.  The conference will have healing talking circles and 
sweats during this conference.  Lenore is involved in the Access to Recovery Provider Project.   

FORT BELKNAP – No report. 

MH Provider Reports:  

Bozeman – Jodi Daly talked about the sponsoring of a conference and training for 
management outcomes; Heart and Soul of Change Project by Dr. Barry Duncan. The project 
measures outcomes with consumers and providers.  They look forward to data driven 
information within the next year.  Jill talked about the outcome project also being used for the 
whole campus; peer services and case management.  Five campuses under WMMHC have 
committed to begin this project.  Tom Pelluso talked about the Beacon Project in the Bozeman 
area, modeled after the Butte Project; he feels it is working.   



 

 

Great Falls – No report. 

MHOAC report:  No report.  

III.   LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES:  Alicia highlighted the three legislative priorities as policy, crisis, 
and peer groups.  We discussed by the CSAA as;   

Policy group:  maintain high fidelity wrap around to the children services and support 
Medicaid enrollment efficiency.  Revise discharge planning process in the probation and parole 
system to work effectively with offenders who carry a  SDMI diagnosis including pre and post-
trial services.   

Crisis group:  support crisis funding for both adult and children services. Crisis priorities 
include; trauma informed initiatives’, cultural initiatives, transportation to and from state 
hospital, revise the definition of emergency standard, and suicide prevention.   

Suicide prevention would include education and outreach including children’s, veterans, and 
native services.   

Peer group: expand peer support services; peer support training,  access to housing, 
employment programs.   

IV.   COMMITTEES:  

Committee Report and Discussion – The Committees will stand from the previous year.  The 
priorities will be addressed in the respective committees.    

Nomination & Strategic planning Committee:  No report. 

 Peer Committee: No report. 

Crisis Committee: No report. 

V.   OLD BUSINESS:  

Annual Report:  Tom Pelluso and Brian Garrity made additions to the  

Annual Report.  LAC members reviewed and discussed the annual report.  Mike Murray moved and 
James Gustafson motioned that the report be adopted.  Discussion included changing the language 
on the first page to include clarifying that there is only one LAC on one reservation out of three 
(Lenore Stiffarm).  A discussion with regard to what’s been accomplished in 2011-12 locally in the 
LAC’s.  The annual report was discussed for final comment.  Tom Pelluso suggested that we send 
the annual report out to the tree list with the addition of an introductory paragraph introducing 
ourselves. “You might not have heard of us, but this is our report. We may contact you from time to 
time to ask for your support.”  Tom motioned that the report be sent out to the tree list. It was 
seconded.  Discussion was held.  It was passed without opposition. 

VI.   TREASURER’S REPORT:  



 

 

Kathy Dunks gave June’s report. Jodi Daly, treasurer, reported that the CSAA’s have not received the 
funds for the 2012-13 year as well as the final payment for the CSAA. WMHHC is presently covering 
these costs however the CSAA is currently operating off of money that in real time is not present to 
cover checks. Discussion on the remaining money was held.  In previous meetings it was discussed 
that any money left over would go to the local LAC’s; as a result of waiting for the final payment and 
funding this has not happened yet.  Alicia suggested that some of the remaining funds could be used 
to purchase credit for our current web master for twelve months.  She suggested that we agree to pay 
an additional $100.00 annually for the web master to offset the discounted rate she has given us.   

The Balance owed by the state is $2500.00.  The average use for meetings is $1495.24 for meetings.  
Board Comment: Motion was made seconded and passed without opposition. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS: 

A motion was made that at year-end if there is money left over some would go to the LACs and $25 
would go to the web master’s for her pro-rated work. 

Strategic Plan – Tom moved that we send the CSAA’s annual report to the list serve of supporters 
along with a brief introductory paragraph.  

John Wilkinson and Betsy Garrigues made a motion that the CSAA would continue to discuss and 
educate ourselves about legislative priorities and prepare educative presentations.   

VIII.   Adjourn:  3:00 p.m.   Next Meeting:   September  28, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 2012 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• September 28, 2012 
• October 26, 2012 –Biennial report due 11/1/12 
• November/December 2012 –December 14, 2012 
• January 25, 2013 
• February/March 2013* --March 1, 2013—Nominations for new Board 

Members; election at Congress 
• April/May 2013 –Combined Congress & Board Meeting –April 5, 12 or 19 
• June 29, 2013 

 
Contractual Obligations  
 

 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due November 2012 
 Annual Report due August 1, 2013 

 


