
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
March 27, 2015 10 am- 3 pm   
Summit Net Video-- Teleconference 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
 
MINUTES 
 
I. Meeting called to order: the meeting was officially called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Andrea Lower 
 

Board Members: Andrea Lower, Cindy Smith, Gary Travis, Mike Murray, Molly Protheroe, Rodger 
McConnell, Sydney Blair, Tina Mord, Tom Peluso 
Board Members absent: Crystal Evans, James Gustafson, Lenore Stiffarm 

 
AMDD: Jane Wilson, Kenny Bell 
 
Children’s Bureau: Kandis Franklin-Family and Communication Liaison 

Guests:  Christine Gascon-Teton County LAC, Ginny Carnes- Peer Support with Center for Mental Health in 
Cascade County, Jodi Daly- WMMHC Executive Director 

 
February meeting minutes:  Review and discussion of February 2015 meeting minutes.   Molly motioned to 

approve minutes with amendments.  Mike seconded. Motion carried. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   

There was a total of $1530.28 in reimbursements for February.  The CSAA Year to Date total is 
$16,056.37.  Sydney Blair moved the treasurer’s report be approved as stated, Tom Peluso seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 

 
Public Comment:  

• Introductions 
• Gary provided information from the Montana Peer Network to each of the LAC’s 
• Web meeting follow up- Gary felt it was a good way to bring others to the table. Kenny thought it is 

good especially in the wintertime. Kandis mentioned that the Helena location is difficult for parking.  
Jane mentioned that this helps with those who live on the hi-line and have to travel longer distances. 

 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 

 



 

 

CSAA End of Year Funds & Questionnaire: 
Motion: Sydney motioned that we distribute end of year funds to those who submitted a questionnaire. 
Mike Seconded. 
Discussion- Tom addressed that not every LAC is the same, and their needs are different.  Jane 
suggested mini-grants and smaller stipends to be provided to the communities.  Kenny suggested 
monies to be set aside for Mental Health month and mental health awareness.  We also need to do a 
better job of accounting for the month that has been provided to communities.  Molly suggested a 
standardized reporting format.  Andrea shared that she would send Molly the form Gallatin County uses 
and is also similar in format to the MHOAC reports.  Jane reminded everyone that the money has to be 
used by the end of June.  Tina also addressed that having two LAC’s operating in Blaine County, and 
not to compete for funds.  Sydney mentioned $500 and future requests need to be targeted for MH 1st 
Aid, PR and strategic planning efforts.  Jane also brought up the discussion of how an official LAC is 
decided. Rocky Boy is also showing interest in forming and LAC.  Kenny mentioned that the LAC’s miss 
out on a lot of information if they are not attended the Service Area meetings. 
Mike rescinded his second, and Sydney took her motion off the table.  Discussion tabled until next 
month’s board meeting.     
It was requested that Andrea send follow up questions to those who submitted a fund questionnaire to 
include a priority project and cost of the project.  And also to send a breakdown of how CSAA funds 
were used by the LAC. 

 
CSAA Congress Planning: 

The meeting will again be held at the First Presbyterian Church 535 N. Ewing St, Helena.  The space 
reserved will be in the 1st Floor Ruth Room.  The lobby can be used for lunch and sign in.  The Board 
meeting will take place from 10am-1230pm and the Congress will be held from 1230pm-3pm.  Molly 
asked that we have a poster with board member job descriptions for new people to read. Tom briefly 
mentioned applications he had received.  Gary volunteered to welcome guests and do the sign- in’s as 
they enter.  Tom suggested two items on changes to the By-Laws to be done at the Congress.  Sydney 
asked if Chili O’Briens will cater the meeting as they did last year.  Tom will follow up with lunch plans.   

 
 
LAC Reports: 

• Lewis and Clark County-  new services at St Peters Hospital behavioral health unit. This will 
increase the senior/dementia beds due to opening Journey Home.   

• Cascade/Great Falls- Jane reported that there is a lot of outreach and promotion of the LAC.  There 
was a good turnout for the Mental Health 1st Aid at the end of February.  Three members from the 
Sheriff’s Office attended and felt it too ‘touchy-feely’.  Jane mentioned that Cnl Moffat is going to 
work with the Law Enforcement Academy to make sure it is Law Enforcement approved training. 

• Park County- Kenny reported that they are working on strategic planning and looking at the history 
of the mh system and follow up w/ Commissioner Tinsley  

• Havre/Hill County- went over work plan, having a community event in May, sending people to Butte 
to attend training and updating website.  The new LSW is youth crisis trained. 

• Gallatin County- Tom reported that Shirley Kaufman was appointed as the new LAC member 
appointed to attend the CSAA meetings. Legislative updates were discussed. 

• Chinook/Blaine County- the County Commissioners were invited, but did not show, they are moving 
forward with a brochure, Facebook page and putting together a resource guide.  Tom offered to 
share the resource guide in use in Gallatin County.  They are also planning a Mental Health 1st Aid 
course. 

• Choteau/Teton County- Christine reported that they had a MH 1st Aid training in January and 
another set for May 6th.  They are holding a MH Awareness walk.  There is a struggle with 
leadership but great community support, all three Commissioners attend, DES supervisor, Sheriff’s 
Office and County Planning attend the LAC meetings.  Jane is working with counselors to get the 
schools on board with MH 1st Aid training, suicide and youth awareness training.   



 

 

Motion: Tom motioned to accept Christine Gascon-Choteau/Teton County LAC in one of the vacancies 
as an appointed position on the CSAA Board. Sydney seconded. Motion carried. 
 

Provider Reports: 
• Bullhook Community Health Center/Havre- Cindy reported they are continuing contracts for another 

year and hired one and working on integration 
• Center for Mental Health/Great Falls- Sydney reported they are trying to get open access up and 

running in Great Falls Helena has been doing this process for about a year and it works well.  Their 
prescribing physician went to work for another provider so they are now looking to fill the positions.  
There are about 49 vacancies statewide. 

• Northern Winds Recovery Center/Browning- Crystal not present 
 

AMDD: Jane reported that Medicaid unit is now fully staffed.  The Bureau Chief position has  
  not been advertised (Deb Matteucci’s position) 

 
Children’s Bureau: Kandis reported on a few of the legislative updates.   

HB422, outcomes study not sure what services will be monitored.   
HB47, Children’s crisis bill  
The Bureau is also submitting grants through SAMHSA for transition age 16-25 year olds with co-
occurring.  Four locations are being looked at for funding-Bullhook, Center for Mental Health/Gateway 
in Great Falls as a joint effort, Rimrock and Helena Indian Alliance.  Both adult and children’s services 
need to be provided. 

 
Veteran’s Update:  Rodger reported that there are some fundraising going on for Vets-for-Vets.  They are also 

having an art auction which did well last year. 
 
Legislative Update:  Jodi Daly reported the Medicaid bill is on the floor today.  Sydney stated that both Rep. 

Carolyn Pease-Lopez and Senator Webb that sit on MHOAC have done a great job in support of these 
bills.  There’s been more working together and bi-partisan efforts this session.  

 
 

 
 

 
UPCOMING 2015 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• April 25, 2015 - Saturday, April meeting and CSAA Congress combined  
• May 22, 2015 
• June 26, 2015 

 
Contractual Obligations: 
 

 Annual Report due August 1, 2015  
 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due October 31, 2016 
 
 


