
 

 

Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
November 20, 2015 10 am- 3 pm  
2401 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the 
public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the 
CSAA Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the 
public’s opportunity to address the Board on any public mental health issue.  
While the Board cannot take action on the issues presented, the Board will 
listen to comments and may place the issue on a subsequent agenda for 
possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting    determines the amount of 
time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
Minutes 
 
I.  Meeting called to order:  The meeting was officially called to order at 1030AM by James Gustafson  

Board Members: Molly Protheroe, Michael Stevenson, Mike Murray, Tom Peulso, Rodger McConnell, James 
Gustafson, Ginny Carnes, Andrea Lower, Gary Travis 

AMDD: Carrie Lutkehus, Kenny Bell 

Children’s: Kandis Franklin 

MH Ombudsman: Dennis Nyland,  Christina Ward 

Absent: Cindy Smith, Crystal Evans, Jennifer Whitfield, Michelle Hill, Ray Roberts, Shirley Kaufman 

Guest:  Jim Anderson, Gallatin Co CIT Coordinator 
 

Approval Minutes:   

September minutes- Gary motioned.  Mike Murray seconded 

October minutes- Gary motioned. Mike Murray seconded 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tom distributed four (4) different ledgers, and reminded group that we had not 
received payment for a couple of months, so meetings were not held.  Tom reported October balance as 
$21,052.01 and September previous balance as $22,618.13.  Molly had a questions about the October travel 
total.  Mike Murray motioned. Ginny seconded.   

 

 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 

 



 

 

Public Comment:  

Gary Travis- Letter regarding Park County Mental Health Center concerns.  Has concerns about transportation 
issues in Livingston for mental health appointments.  Letter drafted to Ryan Schwartzmeyer, Park County MH 
Center Case Manager.  Having medical procedure at Portland VA, on nerve disorder.   

Ginny Carnes mentioned they graduated their first peer to peer course, one of the participants passed away 
following the graduation.  Not sure what the cause of death at this time. 

III.  Presentation:  Jim Anderson, CIT Montana- Gallatin County CIT Coordinator.  Crisis Intervention Team, 
developed in Memphis in the 1980s.  Law Enforcement partnership with mental health, 40 hour training for 
stakeholders.  Trying keep people in the communities, using Jail diversion.  Montana has come up with a 
regional L&C, Yellowstone Co, Gallatin, Ravalli, Butte, Flathead County have existing programs.  CIT needs all 
of the partners in the community.  Missoula/Great Falls received training, but not Crisis Intervention Team 
training.  Good information learned, but no partners at the table.  Refreshers were done for the Missoula 
trained officers.  Local resources are used for the training.  Has meet with Cascade County, received email this 
eek to keep CIT going.  Hopefully to hold a spring course.  Law Enforcement need to be wiling and want to 
participate as a CIT Coordinator, have a good rapport with people in the community.  Most communities use 3-
5 coordinators.  CIT Montana- Jim works for a Board of Directors- 2 Sheriffs, Deb, Gary Mihelish, Marcy 
Meery-Billings Clinic, Mary Karen Merck-NAMI.  Salary is being paid by MH Trust at this time, so funding will 
go through June 2017.  Lincoln, Sanders County, Fergus County are all trying to set up CIT.   

Tom asked Jim what can CSAA do to help fund CIT Montana.  Is there funding being sought from the state 
level.  Jim would like to see the CIT MT Coordinator rotate around the state.  It costs about $5000 to get a 
program going.  Should be on CSAA priority list for next legislative session.  Tom will mention during Summit. 

Molly mentioned Montana Mental Health Assn, working in the Glasgow area.  Encouraged Jim to talk w/ Dan 
Aune.   

CIT Youth- de-escalation for children, short term crisis doesn’t exist throughout Montana and Law Enforcement 
has issues where statutes only allow them to do certain things with kids.  Staffing numbers are different for 
kids.  Recently visited Utah to see how they are working their programs.  There is a plan, Lynne Ankleman at 
WMMHC is putting together a plan for CIT Youth.  May be a 1-2day follow up from the 40 hour adult course.   

Jim mentioned Peer Support grant that Jim Hajyne has been able to do in to work in Bozeman and Livingston 
with those in the community that are not imminent, and able to do mobile crisis.   

Jim Anderson mentioned that CIT Montana non-profit was created through Deb Matteucci.  When she left 
MHBureau and went to MBCC it sat for about 2 years before he took the project on. 

Started January full time.  There are now 40 Coordinators across the state.  MLEA asked them to come in and 
do a basic de-escalation course.   

CIT Montana.org- website In next 6 months, will hopefully be more informative.   

Work Plan:  

Molly/Carrie- Continuing to work on the By-Laws.  Need to find an electronic copy to edit.   

Cindy modified the form for everyone to review.   

LAC report- sharing minutes with CSAA.  Some of the LAC’s don’t want to fill out a form every month, but 
minutes from meeting would be fine.  Gallatin’s from is great, but doesn’t work for every county.  Some 
counties are just sending in the minutes.   

The LAC/SAA/MHOAC form has been a point of contention, and unclear how to report. 



 

 

Measureable outcome/Priority, Cross-reference each section of the form for all counties.   

Andrea clarified the 3 forms.  The questionnaire is a form for LAC’s to fill out by January 2016 set goals & 
priorities for this next year.  The Work Plan form was put together by Cindy for CSAA to follow thru and discuss 
at each meeting.  The LAC/SAA/MHOAC form is a format to share information across the groups of 
stakeholders.  Molly suggested that there needs to be data or outcomes readable for Legislators.  Tom 
suggested taking the LAC reports & putting into our work plan report. 

James suggested discharge planning protocol- checklist of items, put on work plan 

Tom suggested co-occurring disorders- funding stream, have been talking about it for over 10 years. 

Gathering resources from each community and making sure they are shared. 

Youth in transition-  Kandis reported, organization in Billings 1st episode psychosis, one of the grant funded 
pilot projects doing listening sessions.  Law enforcement, providers attended the training in Helena- gaps in 
that age group.   

Crisis response team funding outside the communities 

 

V.  Monthly updates:  

AMDD: Brought bumper sticker and pens, design from Yellowstone County.  Carrie reported that there are 
several new Bureau chiefs.  Julie and Glenda are at Children’s Interim Committee meeting 

LAC Reports:  

Gallatin County LAC: Didn’t meet this month.  Questionnaire will be discussed at next meeting.  
Working with KC McLaughlin for youth in crisis, LAC has asked them for a protocol.  Karl Rosston 
invited to the school this past week to do a presentation on signs of suicide.   

Broadwater: Busy Fall, Fall Fest, MH had a tent, volunteers from VA, MH & public health.  By Laws are 
set up and looking at needs assessment.  Case manger in Townsend on Friday.  Jail diversion, 
working, moving inmates out of the jail.  The new HS Superintendent attending meetings.  Trying to get 
a program in the school, there has been 4 deaths of classmates to help process.   

Park County (Livingston): LAC has a new member.  Kenny talked about CSAA and strategic plan.  
Gary suggested a logo or banner for the LAC, tabled to next meeting.  MPN asked for support outreach 
project.  Thanksgiving dinner social event at Elks Lodge.   

Helena LAC:  Public safety bond didn’t pass, will be meeting again in a month to move forward.   

Glacier County:  not present 

Havre LAC:  not present 

Hays -TiNellnKiin Center-:  not present 

Blaine Co:   not present 

Cascade County- working on printed materials, posters and brochures, a County Comm. Finally on the 
LAC, putting PSA on YouTube,   Talked about Mental Health court using the Veterans court as a 
model.  CIT for emergency responders. Medicaid expansion, if you have Medicare they won’t address 
it.   

Chinook LAC: not present 



 

 

Kandis- Zoe Barnard is in attendance at the Children and Families Interim Committee meeting talking 
about crisis diversion 

Veterans Report- Rodger reported about Voluteers of America and VA are working on homelessness.  
Vet court meets every Tuesday, and also presides over a drug treatment court.  The Judge created a 
new plan that includes service providing instead of court session.  Veteran Histories, Robin Baker 
volunteer to gather histories.  This will go to the Nat’l archives along with diaries and other artifacts. 

MPN: Trauma Informed training was offered in Livingston 

 

IV.  Adjournment:  230pm 

 
 
 UPCOMING 2015 DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room unless 
otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• December 18, 2015 
 
Contractual Obligations: 
 
 Treasurer’s Report to AMDD Quarterly 
 CSAA's Annual Report due August 31, 2016 
 SAA’s Combined Biennial Report due October 31, 2016 
 

 


