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Central Service Area Authority Board Meeting 
centralsaamontana.org 
 
September 26, 2014 10 am- 3 pm   
2401 Colonial Drive, Helena, MT 

All Central Service Area Authority (CSAA) Board meetings are open to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT: In accordance with 2-3-103(1), MCA, the CSAA 
Board will hold a public comment period.  The Open Forum is the public’s opportunity to 
address the Board on any public mental health issue.  While the Board cannot take 
action on the issues presented, the Board will listen to comments and may place the 
issue on a subsequent agenda for possible action.  The Chairperson of the meeting 
determines the amount of time allotted for public comment 

 

 

 

 

  
MINUTES 
 
In attendance: Andrea Lower, Scott Malloy, James Gustafson, Cindy Smith, Gary Travis, Molly Protheroe, 
Sydney Blair, Mike Murray, Kandis Franklin, Kenny Bell, Carrie Lutkehus, Jane Wilson 

Board members absent: Crystal Evans, Tom Peluso, Jeanette Kotecki, John Wilkinson, Rodger McConnell, 
Sally Miller, Betsy Garrigues, Lenore Stiffarm 

Meeting was called to order at 10:15 am by Andrea Lower.  

• No meeting minutes available- Action not taken due to no quorum. 
• Treasurers Report- information distributed and presented by Scott Malloy- No action taken due to no 

quorum. 
• Public Comment- Meeting dates for November and December have been moved up a week to the 3rd 

Friday due to holidays.  Meetings are set for November 21st and December 19th. 
 
Legislative Priorities:  

The Board reviewed documents to work through legislative priorities identified during the May 23, 2014 
meeting.  Documents reviewed were from the July 2014 SAA Summit meeting, MHOAC, NAMI and AMDD 
2015 Biennium Goals and Objectives.  This list was updated and presented to the group for discussion 
purposes. Andrea addressed what action the Board will take with this list as we move closer to the next 
legislative session.  Molly talked about the MH Coalition and how all of the groups talk together and see others 
list of priorities.   

Medicaid Expansion- Mike mentioned that the Association of Counties MACo) is in support.  Molly expressed 
that this should be #1 on the list. 

Create Regional Crisis Facilities- adult & children- Sydney shared that there are four residential places in 
Montana. Of the top 10 on the Governors list, children’s services dropped off the list.  Gallatin County has set 

Statutory purpose: To collaborate with the AMDD and LAC’s, to promote consumer and family leadership, and to foster 
individual choice and access to a continuum of mental health services in the Central Service Area. 

Statutory duties: (1) Collaborate with the AMDD on the planning, implementation and evaluation of the mental health 
system.  (2)  Submit a biennial review and evaluation of mental health service needs and services within the service 
area.  (3) Review and monitor crisis intervention programs within the service area. 
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the bar, but other communities still need a continuum of care. Scott also address the $12 mil for services but is 
all for adult services.  Kenny brought up that there is a lack of policy and integration that gets in the way. 
Administrative Rules also need to be updated. 

Expanding Peer Services- James discussed keeping peer services funded and sustainable.  There was 
discussion about transition services and teacher training.  Sydney also mentioned the problems with 
certification and licensure where it is not covered in Administrative Rules. She also mentioned that RFP’s are 
done through the state general fund.  Jane talked about Robin Priest who has worked as a consultant with 
transition services. 

State hospital discharge planning/funded housing- Jane spoke about money follows the person and the new 
DPHHS Housing Resource specialist that is hired to help with these gaps.  Kenny mentioned the need for 
more structure with transition and James also mentioned that it needs to be safe, and the more support the 
more successful they will be.   Sydney stated that there is a place in the continuum for group homes, forensic 
beds and re-entry.  Scott also brought up discussion of funding for treatment services and resources at the 
community level.   

Support cultural initiatives- group not sure of origin, left on list for further discussion. Recovery markers and 
exchange of information were also mentioned. 

Expanding mental health services at the prison- no discussion held on this item, but kept on the list 

Video Conferencing Update:   

Molly researched and found answers to the cost and location of sites to use for months that the weather may 
not be conducive to meeting in person.  Mike suggested January and February meetings when the Legislative 
Session is gearing up and members may be more inclined to attend hearings and not want to travel as 
frequently to Helena.  The meetings are done through mostly university locations.  It is $15/hour per location.  
Andrea/Molly will make arrangements if this agreed upon by the Board to meet by video for those months. It 
will be added to future meeting agenda where there is a quorum.  Mike also mentioned that in the past any 
travel expenses to be covered by the Board for attendance at any of the legislative session need to be asked 
for and approved by the Board. 

Strategic Planning:  

Documents were shared by Sydney from past planning session.  There was also work done during the CSAA 
Congress to build into updating the Strategic Plan.  Molly suggested a sub-committee to work on this effort.  
Gary Travis offered to help. Andrea mentioned Tom Peluso may want to participate as well.  Anyone is 
welcome to help work on the strategic planning.  Molly will do some initial work and follow up on some 
facilitators and bring the information back to the group. 

LAC Reports: 

Cascade/Great Falls: James mentioned it was the first meeting for the season, since they take the summers 
off.  They are also looking at creating a website and Facebook page.  They’ve been working on a table for the 
StandDown and mentioned that they are moving more to homeless vets.  They had elections of new officers 
and new people from Aware attended. They may be doing a fundraiser.  A community needs assessment is 
being done.  There is a new Youth Advocacy group that has a 72 hour place for crisis response and mobile 
crisis is being used.   
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Park County: Gary mentioned that the Commission Secretary is now taking meeting minutes for their LAC.  
They are looking at creating a Facebook page.  Jaime Grundner talked about the whole health initiative at their 
last LAC meeting.  They are looking at LAC priorities and starting process to engage more stakeholders. 

Gallatin County: Scott talked about the Legislative forum scheduled for October 20th at noon. The focus 
continues to be on Children’s Services with Co-Occurring being a close second while they update their LAC 
priority lists. 

 Lewis & Clark: No meeting last month, no report. 

Blackfeet Wellness: No Report 

Fort Belknap/Tei Ni I IIn Kiin LAC: No Report 

Provider Reports:  

Bozeman- Scott talked about continuation of grants for supported employment and Drop In.  They are five 
year grants.  Three Mental Health First Aid courses have been done, with another being scheduled in Madison 
County next month.  They have helped with an application for a statewide CIT Coordinator through MH Trust 
and HB130 monies.  They are working with children’s services, received a launch grant for $2mil for primary 
school age.  Scott also discussed the transition with DSM IV and the updated DSM V.   

Great Falls/Helena- Sydney reported that they have hired a marketing specialist to establish presence in the 
community, response to the needs assessment and strategic plan.  Children’s grant update- wanted 24 hour 
care, set up a team for children’s care.  There have been over 110 calls since January, 70% are Medicaid.  
There is an early childhood coalition, but grants have run out.  There is a need, a place for kids residential, but 
not group home.  Opening target is November 1st.  Journey Home should also be open soon in Helena. 

Havre- Cindy talked about the LAC working with the High School, Alternative School and AltaCare, students 
and counselors can refer for services.  There is a MH grant currently at Rocky Boy.  The LAC is also working 
with the drug court to develop a better system for those with co-occurring issues.   

AMDD Report Update: Carrie has asked that Glenda be added as an agenda item for October to cover EPP, 
budget and other updates.  She also asked that if the Board has questions or issues that they are unable to 
find an answer to feel free to contact her and she will help with finding the information needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 2014 DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Upcoming CSAA Board meeting dates: 
All meetings held at TRW Building, 2401 Colonial Drive, 2nd floor conference room 
unless otherwise stated.  TBA = to be announced. 
 

• September 26, 2014 
• October 17, 2014 
• November 21, 2014 
• December 19, 2014 

 
Contractual Obligations: 
 

 SAA's Combined Biennial Report due October 31, 2014 
 Annual Report due August 1, 2015  
 
 


